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Sir JohN HarTorey, Bart. 


S I R, 


the natural virtues of his progenitors: yet I 
know that you eſteem your happineſs incom- 
plete, without the intimation of their heaven- 
ly graces, and the attainment of their ſublimeſt 


hopes. 
Forgive me, dear 81, if I take the liberty 


to ſay, it is with a fort of fond pleaſure that I 
have beheld your victories over the moſt dan- 
gerous ſcenes and temptations of youth; and 


every ſtep in your progreſs towards perfect tri - 


_ is an addition to my joy. The world 
'A 2 and 
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O deſcend from ſuch parents as yours, is 
no common favour of heaven; nor is 
it the bleſſing of every deſcendent to inherit 
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and the church hold their eyes fixed upon you, 


while God and angels, and perhaps the ſouls 
of your ſacred anceſtors, look down from on 
high to obſerve your conduct. Never was 
there a more proper time to awaken your zeal 
for the religion of Custisr, than in a day of 
ſpreading infidelity and heatheniſm; nor can 
there be a fitter ſeaſon to exert your utmoſt 
cForts for the ſupport of picty, than in an age 
of numerous and growing iniquities. Your 
juſt ſenſe of religious liberty wall thine in its 
fairelt glory, while you ſtand as a barrier a- 
gainſt the fearful inroads of a, wild and un- 
bounded licentiouſneſs. Nor can your attach- 
ment to the cauſe and intereſt of the Pao- 
TESTANT DIsSENTERS appcar with more ho- 
„ than while they are defamed and ſcorn- 

5 8 the proud and the profane, and while 
cheir own imprudent conteſts ſtand in need of 

your candour and charity, | 

Many are the advantages you enjoy for this 
purpoſe. Divine providence has placed your 
circumſtances above the bribery of a flattering 
world, and a corrupt generation. Your ſu- 
perior 
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perior ſenſe has no need to ſtand in awe of 
; « fools,” who make a mock of fin” and godli- 
\ | neſs. Let your native modeſty and gentle- 
. neſs then arm itſelf with an unſhaken courage 
in the cauſe of God; and fear not the malici- 
e | ous ſcoff and cenſure of ſiuners, ſince you have 
nothing to expect or hope from them. 
Go on, Sts, and proſper in the things of 
heaven, and become an example of ſhining ho- 
lineſs in a degenerate world. Let the liber- 
; tines of the nation know, that you alſo dare 
to think freely for yourſelf, and with all that 
freedom of thought yon dare to chuſe the 
paths of your holy anceſtors. 
| The peculiar favour of God has provided 
you a conſort, whofe natural and pious accom- 
| pliſhments and affiſtances will attend you 
through all the way. Theſe will ſoften the 
ſeeming ſeverities of ſtrict religion with the 
tendereſt endearments of life, and make the 
pleaſures of it double and tranſcendent. The 
name, the title, and the character of your ex- 
cellent father deceaſed, require and demand 
an eminent degree of goodneſs in his ſucceſſor, 
A 3 The 
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The pious lady your a«tber, (now in heaven) 
would have rejoiced in the preſent, proſpect, 


and would have purchaſed your felicity even 


with her own life; and your numerous rela- 
tives around you fuſpend their happineſs upon 
yours. The piety you have ſhewn towards 
your worthy Parents from your infancy, and 
the aſſectionate honours which you now pay 


their memory, give. me further aſſurance that 


this is your aim, and your glorious ambition. 
And that you may ever keep in mind their 
example and your duty, you have command- 
ed me to make public theſe diſcourſes, which 
were framed on the occaſion of their deceaſe. | 

You well know, SIR, I am no friend to looſe 
panegyric, nor am I wont to beſtow it on the 
dead or the living. What 1 have written of 
the late Sir Jous HarToer, at the end of the 
ſecond diſcourſe, is the firſt attempt that ever 
I made of concluding a funeral fermon with 


a diſtinct and particular character of the de- 


ceaſed, through the whole ſpace of twenty- 


three years of my miniſtry ; and ſurely the 
world will not envy nor detract from the juſt 


z ; | honours 
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honours of a name ſo much beloved. As for 
the lady your mother, ſhe affected retirement 
to ſuch a degree, that it would have placed 
her in a wrong light to have drawn out her 
virtues at length and ſet them to public view. 
have therefore only interſperſed a few hints 
of her eminent picty, as the text and argu- 
ment led me into em: And indeed this is the 
utmoſt that I have ever done before on ſuch 
occaſions. 

I have much rcaſon to alk pardon that I have 


ſo far enlarged theſe diſcourſes, and eſpecially 
the laſt ; for I hate the thought of making any 
thing in religion heavy or tireſome, But having 
entertained myſelf many a time with ſome of 
theſe meditations on the © buſineſs and the 
bleſſedneſs of ſeparate ſpirits,” I took this op- 
portunity of ſhewing them to the world, en- 
ſhrined in the luſtre of two ſuch names as @- 
dorn my title-page. 

To render the reading of them yet more a- 


grecable to yourſclf and to all your friends, I 
have caſt them into diſtin& ſections, that my 


readers may leave off almoſt where they pleaſe, 
and 
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and peruſe ſo much of them at one time as 
ſuits their preſent inclination and convenience. 

You know, Six, I pretend to no authority 
to pronounce eflcctual bleſſings upon you; but 
you will accept the ſincere good wiſhes of a 
man that loves you, and i zealous for your 
felicity in the upper and lower worlds. May 
the beſt of mercies deſcend daily on yourſelt, 
your lady, and your little offspring! May the 
cloſet, the parlour, and publick aſſemblies, be 
conſtant witneſles of your picty; and the houſe 
where a Sir Joux Haxrorr dwells, be a houſe 
of prayer and ot praiſe in cvery generation; 
nor the name be extinguiſhed in your family 
till the heavens be no more! May the ladics 
your ſiſters live happily under the ſweet in- 
fluence of that mutual affection that has been 
always remarkably cultivated amongſt you ! 
Their intereſts are your care: And I am well 
perſuaded that their ſolicitude and tender con- 
cern for your welfare, will ever deſerve and 
find fuch returns of love, as I have long ob- 
ſerved with delight ! May the prayers of your 
progenitors in paſt ages be anſwered in hour- 
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iy benefits deſcending on you all, and be fruit» | | 
ful of bleſſings in ages yet to come! Such a 
lovely ſcene, with ſach a long and joyful pro- 
ſpect, will advance the ſatisfaction of my life, 
and give pleaſure even in a dying hour, to 
him who had once the honour to be your 
affectionate monitor, and muſt ever write 
himſelf, 


S 1 k 
Tur obliged, 


Humble Servant, 


| © WATTS, 
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The PREFACE to this Book of 
Darn and Heaven, 


When it was tranſlated into the German 
language, and publiſhed at Halle in Sax 
#y, 1727. 


To the READER. 


KZXXERE is communicated to you a trea- 
* H 5 tiſe in which the late pious Mr. 
NXT N Francke, profeſſor of divinity at 
Halle, found ſo much cdification and ſatisfac- 
tion, that he engaged an able perſon to tran- 


flate it into our German tongue, to make 0- 
thers partake of the ſame ſpiritual benefit. This 
treatiſe conſiſts of two funcral ſermons, which 


an Engliſh divine, who perhaps is ſtill living, 
compoſed on the death of two eminent perſons, 
which 
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which he enlarged afterwards for their publi- 
cation. The ſubject of the firſt is Death, taken 
from 1. Cor. xv. 26. The ſecond is Heaven, 
from Heb. x1. 22. From this laſt he takes an 
occaſion of flying with his thoughts into the 
bleſſed manſions of the juſt made perfect, by 
giving us not only a very probable and beau- 
tiful idea of the glory of a future life in gene- 
ral, but alſo an enumeration of the many ſorts 
of employments and pleaſures, that are to be 
met with there. 

After the ſeveral falſe notions people of dif- 
terent complexions have of eternal hte are laid 
open, the author of the preface goes on and 
quotes ſome German authors, who have writ 
upon that ſubject : and ſays at laſt, I hope no 
body will preſume to aver this doctrine to have 
been ſo far exhauſted by thoſe authors, that 
nothing new could be ſaid upon it. For ſeve- 


ral learned writers in England, who in medi- 
tating and ſearching after hidden truths, have 
ſhewn an extraordinary capacity, prove the 
contrary ; and among others there is the trea- 
tiſe, called, The Future State, publiſhed 1683, 


by 
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by a geatleman whoſe name is concealed, which 
appeared in French 1700, and is now print- 
ed in German with a preface of the famous Dr 
Pritius, ſenr. at Frankfurt ad Menum. There 
is among Sir R. Blackmore's Ess avs, one up- 
on the future beatitudes. The traces of theſe 
two Englith gentlemen are followed by out 
preſent Englith divine I. Watts, who, howe 
ver, in many points has out- done theſe his pre- 
deceſſors, and advanced a ſtep farther in his 
contemplations. 

The firſt ſermon contains many elegant pa- 
ſages worthy to be read, yet the latter feems 
to be a more elaborate piece, becauſe it ſets the 
doctrine of eternal life in a greater light, and 
enriches it with many probableinterences drawn 
from the word of God. He propoſes his ex- 


cellent thoughts in moſt emphatical terms, in 


that beautiful order and with ſuch a vivacity 


of ſtyle, that he keeps the reader in a contt- 


nual attention, and an eager deſire to read on. 
It is plain the author's mind was fo taken up 
with the beauty of heaven, that bis mouth 
could not but ſpeak from the abundance of his 


heart. 
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lick J heart. There is a ſecret unction in his ex- 
int · ¶ preſſions, which leaves a ſweet ſavour in the 
Dr reader's heart, and raifes in him a deſtre after 


ere the bleſſed fociety he ſpeaks of. And though 
the reader ſhould not entirely agree with the 


author's notions, yet he will not peruſe his 
treatiſe without a particular edification and 
bleſſing. I cannot deny but the author's con- 
jectures may be ſometimes carried a little too 
his far, but that doth not prejudice the ſubject in 

the leaſt. Beſides he is generally ſo happy as 
aff} to find ſome arguments for his probable no- 


ms} tions in the word of God, and to anfwer very 
he dexteroully all the ohjections that can be made 
nd againſt him. « 

vn May the ever-living God give a bleſſing to 
x- this work, and grant that thoſe ſweet and re- 
in Þ liſhing truths propoſed in theſe leaves, may 
ty make ſuch an impreſſion upon the minds of the 
ti- readers as thoſe noble truths deſerve. May he 
n. prevent all the abuſe of this delightful ſubject, 
up and never permit it to be turned into 2 mere 
th dry or fruitleſs ſpeculation ; but may he in- 


us flame ev ery reader with a holy deſire after a 
« B bleed 
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bleſſed eternity, and rouſe and excite all thoſe, 
that have not begun yet to tread the path of 
falvation, to enter into the ſame without delay; 
that they may not reſt in a mere delightful 
proſpect of the land of Canaan, nor be for ever 
excluded by their unbelief from the eternal en- 
joyment of it. ; 


Given at Halle, July 10, 1727. 


John Jacob Rambach. 
S. Theol. Pref. Ordinar. 
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Conqueſt over DE ATH, 


DESCRIBED IN 4 


FuNERA LI. Drscovrsst in memory of the Lady 
HARTOPP, deceaſed. 


The INTRODUCTION. 


MAEXREPrxSUaDeE myſelf that none of you are 
” I * unacquainted with that mournful 
MN. providence that calls me to the ſer- 
vice of this day v. The words which were 
borrowed from the lips of the dying, I am de- 
fired to improve for the inſtruction and com- 
fort of thoſe that live. They are written in 
B 2 _ Con. 
* Nov. th, 1911. the Lady HaxTOPP died, and this diſcourſe was 
delivered at Stoch Newington, Nov, a $th following. 


4 1 
ere SOUS AAU UM 
1 Cor. XV. 26. 

The laſt enemy that fhall be deſtroyed, is death, 

HEN a nation hath lain for whole ages 
\ under the power of ſome mighty ty- 
rant, and has ſuffered perpetual ravages from 
his hands, what gladneſs runs through the 
land, at the ſure prediction of his ruin; and 
how is every inhabitant pleaſed while he hears 
of the approaching dowanfal of his great ene- 
my? For this is he that hath flain my father 
or my mother, my children or my deareſt 
* relatives, and is ſtill making havock of the 
„ remnant of my friends, while I myſelf ſtand 
* 18 hourly danger.” This plcaſure grows up 
into more perfect joy, when we are aſſured 
this is the laſt tyrant that ſhall ariſe, the laſt e- 
nemy that ſhall aMi& us, for he ſhall have no 
ſucceſſor, and we ſhall be for ever free. Such 
ſhould be the rejoicing of all the ſaints, when 
they hear ſo deſirable and divine a promiſe as 
the words of my text; * the laſt enemy that 


ſhall be deſtroyed, is death.” 
ESC: 52 
LEN To 


THE CONQUEST, ae. 17 


To improve this glorious propoſition, let us 
conſider theſe four things, with a — 
or two upon cach of them. 


I. How death appears to be an enemy to the 
ſaints. 

II. Why it is called the laſt enemy, or the laſt 
that ſhall be deſtroyed. 

III. How it is to be deſtroyed, and what are 
the ſteps or gradual efforts towards its deſiruc- 
tion. . 
IV. What are the advantages that the ſaints 
receive by the deſtruction of this laſt enemy. 


— — — 


SECT. 1 
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Death an enemy even to good mens 


HE firſt enquiry is, How, or in what 
Cd ſenſe death appears to be an enemy t 
the ſaints.” 

That it is in general an enemy to human 
nature, is ſufficiently evident from its firſt in- 
troduction into the world; for it was brought 
in as an execution of the firſt threatning given 
to Adam in paradiſe, Gen. ii. 17.. In the day 
thou eateſt, thou ſhalt die.“ It came in as a 
puniſhment for fin, and every puniſhment; in 
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ſome reſpect oppoſes our intereſt, and our hap- 
pineſs. When it ſeized on man at firſt, and 
planted the ſeeds of mortality in his nature, he 
then began to be deprived of that peace and 
health, that vigour and immortality which he 
poſſeſſed before lis fall, till at laſt it brought 
him down to the duſt ; and ever ſince, all the 
ſons of Adam have found and felt it an enemy 
to their natures. 

Jo finners indeed it is an enemy in a more 
dreadful ſenſe, and its attendants are more ter- 
nble a thouſand-fold. For beſides all the com- 
mon miſeries of the fleſh which they ſuſtain, it 
delrvers over their ſpirits into everlaſting miſe- 
ry 3 At finiſhes their reprieve, and their hope for 
ever; it plunges them at once into all the ter- 
rors of a moſt awakened conſcience, and cuts 
them off from all the amuſements and cares of 
this life, which laid their guilt and their con- 
ſcience aſleep for a ſeaſon. Death conſigns 
over 2 ſinner to the chains of the grave, and 
the chains of hell together, and binds and re- 
ſerves him a priſoner of deſpair for the moſt 
compleat torments of the ſecond death. 

But 1 would con fine my diſcourſe here only 
to believers, fo it is with reſpect to them this 
chapter is written. I know death is often cal- 
led their friend, becauſe it puts an end to their 
ſins and ſorrows; but this benefit ariſes only 
from the covenant of grace, which ſanctiſies it 
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to ſome good purpoſes to the children of God. 
It is conſtrained to become their friend in ſome. 
inſtances, contrary ta its own nature and its 
original deſign: but there is reaſon enough, if 
we take a ſurvey of its own nature, and its 
preſent appearances, to call it an enemy ſtill, up- 
on theſe following accounts. 

1. © Death has generally many terrible at» 
e tendants and forerunners when it comes; 
terrible to nature and the fleſh of the moſt 
&« exalted chriſtians.” 

Here, thould I begin to deſcribe the long and 
diſmal train of death, the tume would fail me. 
Shall I mention the ſickneſs and the pain, the 
ſharp anguiſh of the body, and ſometimes the 
ſharper methods of medicine to reheve it, all 
which prove uſcleſs arid vain in that day? Shall 
I recount the tedious and uneaſy hours, the 
tireſome and {leepleſs nights, when the patient 
longs for the low return of the morning; and 
ſtill when the light breaks, he finds new unea- 
ſineſs, and wiſhes for the ſhadow and darkneſs 
again? Shall I ſpeak of the dulneſs of the na- 
tural ſpirits, and the clogs that hang heavy up- 
on the ſoul in thoſe hours; ſo that the better 
part of man is bound and oppreſſed, and ſhut 
up, and cannot exert ĩtſelf agreeable to the cha- 
racter of an intellectual being? 

Befides, all the deſigns of the mind are in- 
Wynn and broken in death: all that the 

ſaint 
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ſaint intended to do for God, is cut off at once, 
and his holy purpoſes are precluded, which of- 
ten adds to the trouble of a dying chriſtian: 
Pfal. cxlvi. 4. When man returns to his earth, 


in that very day his thoughts periſh.” 


Shall I put you in mind of the ſighs and ſor- 
rows of deareſt friends that ſtand around the 
bed all in tears, and all deſpairing? Shall 1 
ſpeak of the laſt convulſions of nature, the ſharp 
conflict of the extreme moments, and the ſtrug- 
gling and painful efforts of departing life, which 
none can know fully but thoſe that have felt 
them, and none of the dead come back to give 
us an account ? Is it poſſible for us to ſurvey 
theſe ſcenes of miſery, and not to believe that the 
hand of an enemy has been there ? The bodies 
of the ſaints are the temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the members of Chriſt,” 1 Cor. vi. 
15, 19. Death murders theſe bodies, theſe 
members of the Lord, and ruins theſe temples 
to the duſt, and may well be called their ene- 
my upon this account. 

2. Death acts like an enemy, when it makes 


2 ſeparation between the foul and the body: 
It divides the nature of a man in halves, and 


tears the two conſtituent parts of it aſunder. 


Though this becomes an advantage to the 
foul of the ſaint through the covenant and ap- 
pointment of grace, yet to have ſuch an inti- 
mate union diſſolved between fleſh and ſpirit 
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carries fomething of terror in it; and there 
may be an innocent reluctance in the nature 
of the beſt Chriſtian againſt ſuch an enemy as 
this : therefore St. Paul, in 2 Cor. v. 4. does 
not directly deſire “ to be unclothed, but ra- 
ther to be clothed upon, that mortality might 
be ſwallowed up of life;“ that is, to be tranſ- 
lated at once into an immortal ſtate. The foul 
and body have been long acquainted with each 
other, and the ſoul has performed almoit all its 
operations by the uſe of the ſenſes and the 
limbs: It fees by the eye, it hears by the ear, 
it acts by the hand, and by the tongue it con- 
verſes. Now to be ſeparated at once from all 
theſe, and to be at once conveyed into a new 
ſtrange world, a ſtrange and unknown ſtate 
both of being and action, has ſomething in it 
ſo ſurpriſing, that it is a little frightful to the 
nature of a man, even when he is ſanctiſied 
and fitted for heaven. 

And as the ſoul is diſmifled by death into a 
{tate of ſeparation, ſo the body, like a fallen ta- 
bernacle, is forſaken, lies uninhabited and de- 
folate. Shall I lead your thoughts back to the 
bed where your dear relatives expired, and give 
you a light of the dead, whoſe beauty is turn- 
ing apace into corruption, and all the lovelineſs 
of countenance fled for ever? The body, that 
curious engine of divine workmanſhip, is be- 
come a movelets lump : Death fits heavy upon 

it, 
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it, and the ſprightlineſs and vigour of life ir 
periſhed in every feature and in every limb. 
Shall we go down to the dark chambers of the 
grave, where cach of the dead lie in their cold 
manſions, in beds of darkneſs and duſt? the 
ſhadows of a long evening are ſtretched over 
them, the curtains of a deep midnight are drawn 
around them, © the worm lies under them, and 
the worm covers them.” 

A ſaint is no more exempted from all theſe 
frightful attendants of death, than a ſinner is. 
Thoſe eyes that have been perpetually lifted up 
to the God of heaven in prayer, he cloſed un- 
der ground. That /sngue that has ſpoken much 
for God in the world, lies filent in death. 
Thoſe hands that have miniſtred to the neceſ- 
ties of the ſaints, and thoſe feet that have gone 
often to the houſe of God, death has confined 
them in his chains. Thoſe natural powers that 
have been active in the ſervice of the goſpet, 
can ſpeak, can move, can act no more. But 
F need not recite theſe things to you, the 
images of them are too freſh and painful, and 
fit too heavy npon your remembrance. 

3. Death is an enemy to the ſaint, ſo far as 
it hinders him from the enjoyment of his perfect 
heaven, for it keeps one part of him in the 
grave for many years or ages. 

Let us think of the duſt of the ancient mar- 
tyrs, the duſt of the apoſtles, and the holy 

prophets; 
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is prophets : Let us look many ages backward to 
b. the duſt of David, and Abraham, and Noah, 
he EW to the duſt of Adam the firſt of men: How 
d long have their ſouls waited in heaven, as it 
he were in a widowed eſtate ? How long has their 
er fleſn been mingled with common earth, and 
vn hin confined under the bands of death, uſeleſs 
nd to all the glorious purpoſes of their formation, 
and their being? a tedious extent of time! 
eſe four or five thouſand years, wherein they have 
is. done nothing for God in the body, and in the 
body received nothing from God? For death 
hinders a believer from ſome of the buſineſs of 
heaven, and ſome of the blefledneſs of it. 

(1.) From ſome of the buſineſs of heaven: 
It is only the ſoul that is then received to glo- 
ry, and dwells there alone for a ſeaſon, While 
death Keeps the body priſoner in the grave; it 
is only the ſoul that glorifies its Maker in that 
upper world, the world of ſpirits, for the fleſh 
lies ſilent in the duſt: © The grave cannot 
praiſe thee, death cannot celebrate thee, O 
Lord ;”” Ifa. xxxviii. 18. The body is redeem- 
ed with the blood of Chriſt, as well as the 
a ſoul; but death puts fetters upon it, and for- 
fect I bids it to ſerve its Redeemer, 
the (2.) The believer is reſtrained alſo by death 

from ſome of the bleſſedneſs of heaven; it is 
aar- only the ſoul enjoys the delight; and that too 
oly F only in its abſtracted nature, and pure intellec- 
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tual capacity; it is cut off by death from all that 
rich variety of pleaſure which riſes from its 
communion with ſo noble a frame as the body 
of man is. It has no ſenſes to receive the fatis- 
factions that ariſe from the material part of 
heaven: It has no eyes to behold the glorified 
Meſh of our Lord Jefus Chriſt; no ears to hear 
his voice; no tongue to converſe with its Sa. 
viour. And though we are ſure there is a ho- 
ly correſpondence between Chriſt Jeſus and ſe- 
parate fouls, for we are faid “ to be preſent 
with the Lord, when we are abſent from the 
body,” 2 Cor. v. 8. yet this correſpondence can- 
not be ſo compleat and glorious, as it ſhall be, 
when with our eyes we ſhall fee God in the 
form of a man. 

Itis granted, that in the ſeparate heaven of ſouls 
is abundant pleaſure, beyond what we can now 
conceive or expreſs; and our friends, departed 
in the faith, enjoy the delightful preſence of their 
Lord, and the heavenly converſe of their fel. 
low-ſpirits. That honourcd and deceaſed faint, 
whom we this day mourn, dwells with that 
Jeſus with whom ſhe had long been acquaint- 
ed: She converſes with him in heaven, whom 
ſhe loved much upon earth: She finds her- 
ſelf ſafe for ever in his hands, to whoſe care 
ſhe committed her immortal concerns; and 
ſhe rejoices in the fight of him above, with 
whom ſhe held many hours of ſweet corre- 

| ſpondence 
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hat pondence by faith here below. Doubtleſs al- 
its io, {he holds ſweet converſation with the holy 
ody Nſouls that went to heaven before her. A ſoul 
tis Mo greatly deſirous of ſpiritual diſcourſe as ſhe 
t of was, ſo conſtantly prepared for pious confe- 
fied Mrcnce and mutual communications of ſacred 
car knowledge, muſt needs enjoy that privilege, 
g. and that pleaſure, in that upper world, where 
ho- there is nothing all around her but what is holy 


and divine. But it is certain ſhe cannot enjoy 
that perfection of humble ſociety with Chriſt 
in his glorified human nature, nor with fellow- 
ſaints, while ſhe is deprived of one part of her- 
ſelf, her body lying ſilent and motionleſs in the 
priſon of the grave: and the yet waits for the 
more complete fatisfactzon of all her hopes, when 
death her laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroyed,” and 
her body redeemed from the duſt, together 
with the bodies of all the ſaints. This leads 
me to the next particular. 
fel- 4- Death is an enemy to believers, becauſe 
int, “ it divides them for a ſeaſon from the com- 
hat“ pany of their known and valuable friends, 
int “ and parts the deareſt relatives aſunder.“ 
om Though dying ſaints be tranſmitted into bet- 
er- ter company, even to the © ſpirits of the juſt 
are made perfect,” yet it is a mournful thought to 
nd be ſeparated ſo long from thoſe whom they 
ith loved with ſo ſtrong and juſt an affection. It 
re- adds a ſharpneſs even to the laſt agonies, when 
C we 
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we think we muſt leave parents, children, or 
ſriends behind us, whom we love to tenderly; 
that we muſt leave them amidſt the ſorrows and 
the temptations of a vain world and a corrupt 
age; that we mutt leave them ſtruggling with 
All the difficulties, the hardſhips, and the dan- 
gers that attend a Chriſtian in his travels 
through this wilderneſs, and not ſee their faces 
again in the fleſh, nor converſe with them in 
the manner we were wont to do, “till the 
heavens be no more.” 

Upon this account alſo death is a worſe ene- 
my to thoſe that ſurvive, for they ſuſtain the 
biggeſt loſs: it deprives them of their dear 
and dclighttul relatives without any recom- 
pence, for the world grows ſo much the more 
undeſirable to a faint by the death of every 
friend. Children are torn away from the em- 
braces of their parents, and the wife is ſeized 
from the boſom. This is, as it were tearing 
the fleſh aſunder of thoſe whoſe hearts are joins 
ed; this gives occalion to bitter ſorrows, to 
long and heavy complaints. How ſuddenly 
ate we ſometimes deprived of the deſires of the 
eyes, and the comforts of life, the ornaments 
and the ſupports of our earthly ſtate ? And we 
37 have loſt all their love, and their counſcl, and 

N their care; all their ſweet ſympathy of joys 
. and ſorrows, all their agreeable converſation 
i and hcavenly advice. What a tedious way 

have 
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have we to walk through without ſuch a guide 
or helper ? We have loſt the benefit of their 
watchful eye, their holy jealouſy for our ſouls, 
their fervent and daily prayers. But there are 
records in heaven, where all the prayers of the 
ſxints are kept; and God often turns over his 
regiſter, and, in diſtant ſucceſſive years, pours 
down bleſſings upon the poſterity, and multi- 
plies his graces amongſt them, in anſwer to the 
requeſts that were offered up on earth by the 
ſaints that are now with God. 

5. The laſt reaſon I ſhall mention to prove 
death an enemy to the ſaints, is the terror 
that it fills the mind with long before-hand. 
here are but few that, in their beſt eſtate on 
ore earth, are got quite above theſe terrors, and 
ery [there are none can ſay, I have been always 
em- free from them: fo that in the younger 
zed Ndays of their Chriſtianity at leaſt, all have been 
ing Natraid of death; and theſe fears are enemies 
in- Ito our peace. Some ſpend all their lives in 
his bondage of fear, and that upon different 
accounts. 

A Chriſtiat of weaker faith cries out within 
himſelf, „How ſhall I paſs that awful moment 
that ſets my ſoul naked before the eyes of a 
holy God, when I know not whether I am 
« cloathed with the righteouſneſs of his Son 
* or no, whether 1 ſhall ſtand the teſt in that 
* day? I dread that ſolemn, that important 
C 2 * hour 
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hour that ſhall put me into an unchangeable 
* ſtate of miſeries that are infinite, or of infi- 
e nite bleflednets. How ſhall I that am a fin- 
* ner, ftand before that tribunal and that 
Judge in whoſe ſight no mortal can be in- 
nocent? My evidences from heaven are dark 
* and cloudy, that I cannot read them; they 
have been often ſullied with freſh guilt, and 
* 1 doubt whether I am new-born or no, or 
* reconciled to God. And what if I ſhould 
be miſtaken in this affair of the greateſt mo- 
* ment? The miſtake can never be rectiſied; 
* therefore I ſhake at the thoughts of death, 
* that hour of deciſion; for my faith is 
„weak.“ 6 
Another ſaint, of a ſtrong and lively faith, « 
but of a timorous temper, cries out, * How 
* ſhall I bear the agonies and the pangs of  þ 
* death? I am not afraid to enter into eterni- v 
* ty: the grace of Chriſt and his goſpel, have b 
given me hope and courage enough to be 
dead; but I am ſtill afraid of dying; it is a t 
hard and painful work, how ſhall I ſuſtain 
* the ſharp conflict? I ſhiver at the thoughts © b 
of venturing through that cold flood that I i 
* divides betwixt this wilderneſs and the pro- It 
* miſcd land.“ v 
a 
T 


Another Chriſtian is too much unacquainted 
with the world of ipirits, with the nature of 
the ſeparate heaven, with the particular buſi- 
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neſs and bleſſedneſs of holy fouls departed ; and 

he is afraid to venture out of this region of 
fleſh and blood, into a vaſt and unknown world. 

Though he has good hope through grace, that 
he ſhall arrive fafe at heaven; yet the heaven- 
ly country is ſo unknown a land, and the valley 
of entrance to it ſo dark, that he fears to paſs 
into it through the ſhadow of death. 

Another is terrified at the thoughts of death, 
becauſe he knows not how to part with his dear 
relatives in the fleſh, and to leave them expoſed 
to an unkind age and a thouſand dangers. It 
* I had none to leave behind me, I could dic 
« with chearfulneſs ; but while I think of ſuch 
a ſeparation, the thought of death has ter- 
« rorin it.“ 

Thus upon various accounts a good man may 
have fearful apprehenſions of dying; and that. 
which carries ſo much terror about it, may well 
de called an enemy. 

Before we proceed any further, let us make 
two reflections on the firſt general head. 

iſt Reflection. If death be an enemy to the 
beſt of men in ſo many reſpects, then we may 
inter “the great evil of ſin:“ For it was fin 
that brought death into this our world ; Rom. 
v. 12. By one man ſin entered into the world, 
and death by fin; and fo death paſſed upon all 
men, for that all have ſinned.” 

We are too ready to conceive a flight opi- 

C 3 nion 
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nion of the evil of fin, becaule it is fo common 
to the beſt of men, and ſo conſtant an attendant 


on human nature daily and hourly ; we enter- 
tain too gentle and harmleſs thoughts of it, be. 


cauſe its biggeſt evil is of a ſpiritual kind, and 


inviſiole; we ice not that infinite Majeſty which 
it diſhonours, that ſpotleſs kolinefs of God 
which it offends, the glory and perfection ot 
law which is broken by it : we can take but 
Mort and ſcanty notices of the injury that it 
does to God the ſupreme Spirit, while we are 
ſhut up in tabernacles of fieſh. But here in 
theſe ſcenes of death, we may ſurvey the ſen- 
ible and mighty injury that ſin has done to the 
nature of man, and thence infer how offenſive 
it is to God. By our eyes and our ears, we 
may be terribly convinced, that it is no little 
evil that could occafion ſuch ſpreading and 
durable miſchief. 

We cannot frame a juſt notion of what man 
Was in his ſtate of perfect innocency, in his 
original beauty, and honour, and immortal 
frame; and therefore we cannot ſo well judge 
of the vaſtneſs of the loſs which we ſuſtain by 
fin : but we can ſee and feel the formidable at- 
tendants of death, and learn and believe that 
it is a root of unknown poitoned bitterneſs, that 
has produced ſuch curſed fruit: Eſpecially if 
we remember that all the forrows betore de- 


ſcribed, fall upon the ſaints themiclves, even 
where 
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where fin is pardoned, and death has loſt its 
ſting. But if we deſcend in contemplation to 
the endleſs and unknown miſery that waits up- 
on the death of a ſinner, and ſay, All theſe 
are the effects of {in;”” how inexpreſlibly dread» 
ful will the cauſe appear? The wife man has 
pronounced them feo/s, by infpiration, that 
make a mock at ſuch milchict, Prov. xiv. 9. 
2d Reflection. We may here learn the 
greatneſs of the love of Chriſt, that would ven- 


ture into the land of death, and conflict with 


this mighty enemy, and yield to the power of 
it for a ſeaſon, for our ſakes. © Greater love 
* hath no man than this, that a man lay 
* down his life for his friends,” John xv. 13. 
«* Hereby perceive we the love of God, be- 
% cauſe he died for us;” 1 John wu. 16. Rom. 


v. 8. 
Many terrible attendants of death did our 


Lord meet and ſtruggle with, beyond what a- 


ny of his ſaints can feel. Death, like a lion, 
ran furious upon him, as it does upon a inner, 
its proper prey. He met death in its full 
ſtrength and dominion, for he had all our tins 
upon him; and death had its own ſharp ſting 
when our Lord entered the combat. There 
was the wrath of God which was threatened in 
the broken law to mingle with his pangs and a- 
gonies of nature: This made his foul exceed- 


ing ſorrowful; all his inward powers were a- 
mazed 
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mazed, and his heart oppreſſed with heavineſs; 
Mark xiv. 33, 34- He was almoſt overwhelm- 
ed in the garden, before the thorns or the 
nails came near him; and on the croſs he com- 
plains of the forſakings of God his almighty 
friend, when death his mighty enemy was juſt 
upon him; and all this (faith he to every be- 
hever) I bore for thy ſake: My love was ſtrong- 
er than death. | 


S ECT. H. 


Death 1s the laſt enemy. 


Proceed now to the ſecond general propo- 

ſed, and that is to enquire, In what ſenſe 
death is ſaid to be the laſt enemy, or the laſt 
that ſhall be deſtroyed: For we may join this 
word 4, either to death, or to deltruction ; 
and in cach ſenſe it aflords comfort to the 
faints. 

1. It is the laſt enemy that the ſaints have to 
grapple with in this world. The three great 
adverſaries of a Chriſtian are the fleſh, the 
world, and the devil, and they aſlault him ot- 
ten in this life. Death comes behind, and 
brings up the rear; the ſaint combats with this 
enemy, and finithes all the war. Every be- 
liever has liſted himſelf under the banner of 

RE Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, who is the captaia of his falvation. 
When he firſt gives himſelf up to the Lord, he 
renounces every thing that is inconſiſtent with 
his füth and hope, he abandons his former 
lavery, undertakes the ſpiritual warfare, and 
enters the field ot battle. 

It is a neceſſary character of the followers of 
Chriſt, that they fight with the fleſh, ſubdue 
corrupt nature, ſuppreſs their irregular appe- 
tites, give daily wounds to the body of fin, 
Col. iii. 5. Rom. vin. 13. They fight againſt 
this world; they refuſe to comply with the 
temptations of it, when it would allure them 
aſtray from the path of duty: they defy its 
frowns and diſcouragements, and break thro” 
all its oppolitions in their way to heaven, James 
iv. 4+ They reſiſt Satan when he tempts them 
to fin, and vanquiſh him by the“ ſword of 
the ſpirit, the word of God,” Epheſ. iv. 11, 
12,17. and when he accuſes them, and attempts 
to bring terror into their ſouls, they © over- 
come him and caſt him down by the blood of 
the Lamb,” Rev. x11. 10, 11. They are made 
conquerors over theſe adverſanes in the ſtrength 
of Chriſt. Now the pangs of death are the 
laſt troublers of their peace; death is the laſt 
enemy that attacks them, and ſome have very 
terrible conflicts with it. 

It was in theſe agonies, in this ſharp con- 
tention, the words of my text were uttered by 

that 
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that honoured ſaint whoſe memory will be al- 
ways precious, and whole loſs we this day 
mourn. Tunis cheartul language of hope among 
many other ſcriptures, broke out from her lips. 
Thus lively was her faith in a dying hour. 
Methinks 1 hear her ipeaking the words with a 
firm truſt in the promiſe; © The laſt enemy 
that ſhall be deſtroyed, 1s death.” And this 
encouraged her onward through the few rc- 
manning ſtruggles of life and pain. It is as it 
ſhe had ſaid, I have given myiclt up long a- 
go to Chriſt, I engaged myſelf young in his 
& ſervice, | have tought with fin, IJ have learn- 
* ed to ſubdue fleth and ſenſe, and to live by 
the faith of the Son of God: I have not 
* courted the flatterics of the world, the vain 
„ ſthews of life; and I have been enabled to 
« deſpiſe the frowns of it, and been kept ſted- 
« faſt in my profeſſion, in the moſt diſcoura- 
ging and the darkeſt times. Through the 
grace of Chriſt I have overcome the evil- 
one; there remains but one enemy more, 
« whoſe name is death; and | truſt in the ſame 
grace ſtill to obtain compleat victory.“ Re- 
joice, ye dear relatives, let all the friends of 
the deceaſed rejoice, her name is now written 
down in heaven amongſt the overcomers. 
2. Death may be called the laſt enemy, be- 


cauſe it is not utterly deſtroyed till the reſur- 


rection, till Chriſt hath done all his work upon 
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earth, till he has ſubdued all his other adverſa- 
ries, and made ule of death as his ſlave, to de- 
ſtroy many of them. lt is in this ſenſe eſpe- 
cially that the words of my text are written by 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25. Then cometh 
the end, when he ſhall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he 
ſhall have put down all rule and all authority, 
and all power; for he muſt reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet. The laſt ene- 
my that ſhall be deſtroyed is death.” 

With regard to each particular chriſtian, al 
other enemies are deſtroyed when he dies, for 
whither he goes they cannot come; he puts off 
the body of fleſh and of fin together; he leaves 
every corruption behind him, when he aſcends 
to the company of the ſpirits of the juſt made 
perfect. The ſmiles and the frowns of this 
vain and vexing world, are too far off to in- 
fluence the inhabitants of heaven; and Satan, 
the tempter and accuſer, is for ever forbid en- 
trance at the gates of that holy city. But 
death holds one part of the faint in his priſon, 
the grave: and though the departed foul has 
overcome the twrrors of this enemy, and triumphs 
in this expreſſion, © O d-ath, where is thy 
ſung?” yet the body is confined as a priſoner 
under his power: * But the hour is coming, 
when thoſe that are dead ſhall hear the voice of 
the Son of God and live,” All the priſons of 

. the 
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the ſaints ſhall be broke to pieces, and burnt 
up, and the keeper deſtroyed for ever. 

Let us make theſe two refleftions on the ſe- 
cond general head of this diſcourſe. 

iſt Reflection. What abundant encourage- 
ment may we derive from hence, to engage us 
betimes in a war with all the other enemies of 
our ſalvation, that having overcome them, we 


may be aſſured death is the laſt enemy we ſhall 


meet with: and then alſo we may face death 
with a braver courage, may conflict with it with 
better ſucceſs, may vanquiſh it with a lively 
faith, and rejoice in the proſpect of its final de- 
ſtruction. The ſame armour of God, the ſame 
divine weapons, and the ſame almighty aſſiſ— 
tances by Which we have ſubdued our former 
adverſaries, fin, Satan, and the world, ſhall be 
ſufficient to gain this conqueſt too. We can- 
not begin the holy warfare too ſoon; none of 
us are too young to be aſſaulted by death; but 
let it come never fo early in the morning of 
our days, it is the laſt enemy that we can fear, 
it we are liſted in the army of Chriſt, and have 

begun the glorious war. 
| would addreſs myſelf to the younger 
branches of the mourning houſe, and ſay, have 
ye had ſuch a noble example of victory over 
fin and death in vain? Will ye baſely ſubmit 
to the ſlavery of the fleſh, and yield tamely to 
the oppolitions of this world, which were fo 
: bravely 
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bravely reſiſted by her that is gone before you? 


Will ye love this world, which is at enmity 
with God, and has ever been at ennuty with 
all the ſaints? Are ye content to have your 
names for ever excluded from that honourable 
liſt of conquerors, where the names of your 
anceſtors ſhine before the throne of God, and 
are recorded with honour ia the memory of his 
churches ? Think how dreadful a moment that 
will be, when you ſhall look death in the face, 
if ye have not begun to wage war with fin and 
Satan before! How dreadful to have many ene- 
mies at once aſſaulting you! the luſts of your 
own heart, raging deſires after the enjoymeats 
of this world, the horrors of conſcience, the 
buffetings of the devil, and the pangs of death. 
What will ye do in the day of ſuch a viſitation ? 
And remember that though death be the laſt 
enemy of the ſaints, it is not thus with ſinners; 
it does but tranſmit them into the worlds of 
damned fpirits, where enemies multiply upon 
them, and grow more outrageous. Beſides 
the bitter anguiſh of their own conſcience, 
they have the wrath of a God whom they have 
long provoked, aud the malice of evil angels 
their tormentors, to conflict with to all eterni- 
ty. But we © hope better things of you, and 
things that accompany falvation, though we 

thus ſpeak ;'” Heb. vi. 9. 
ad Reflection. What divine comfort is there 
D in 
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in my text for aged Chriſtians and dying ſaints, 
who have been watchtul and vigorous in their 
war with fin, and gained many victories over 


it? What a delightful view ſuch perſons have, 
when upon the borders of life! Bear up with 
divine boldneſs, ye heirs of glory, for you have 
but one adveriary more to fight with: Jet 
your faith, and patience, and holy courage, 
hold out a little longer, and victory and tri- 
umph are yours for ever. There's no enemy 
hes in ambuſh behind the tomb; when you 
have pafled the bar of death, you are out of the 
reach of all adverſanes. Beyond the grave, 
the coaſt is all clear for ever: The country 
flows with rich and untaſted pleaſures ; every 
inhabitant is an inward friend, and peace and 
joy and love ſmile in every countenance. 

Will an old faint complain that he finds 
many infirmities attend his age, that his ſenſes 
are fecble, that his eyes are dim, that Satan 
now and then ariſes from hell, and caſts a 
glocm and darkneſs around his foul, and but- 
fets him ſorely in that darkneſs? Will he com- 
plain that his natural ſpirits are heavy, that 
the world is troubleſome to him, and every 
thing in life painful? Methinks it is a conſola- 
tion equal to all theſe ſorrows, that he is juſt 
entering into the laſt held of battle; the laſt 
hour of controverſy is begun; a few ſtrokes 

more 


this world and Satan, who 1s called the God of 
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more will decide the ſtrife, and make him an 
eternal conqueror. * Behold I come quickly,” 
ſaith our Lord, © hold faſt that which thou haſt 
gained, that no man take thy crown ;”” Rev. 
lll. 11. 
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The deſtruftion of death. 


HE third thing we are to enquire, is, How 
death is deſtroyed, and what are the ſteps, 
or gradual efforts towards its deſtruction. 

The perſon that has this honour put upon 
him to ſubdue this univerſal tyrant, is our 
Lord jeſus Chriit: ſo the words inform us all 
round my text. Though his mediation for ſin- 
ners was ſufficient to have prevailed with God 
to deſtroy death at once, yet it was agreed up- 
on in the cternal counſels, that for wiſe ends 
and purpoſes it ſhould be done by degrees. 
His blood was of tuficient value to have pro- 
cured for his elect a deliverance from every ene- 
my at once, and a tranſlation to heaven as ſoon 
as they were born; but it was wiſely concert- 
ed betwixt the Father and the Son, that we 
{hould paſs through temptations, diſſiculties, and 
death itſelf; that by feeling the tharp aſſaults 
of our enemies, we might be the better ac- 
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quainted with the greatneſs of our ſalvation, 
and pay a larger tribute of thanks and honours 
to our deliverer. 

The ſteps whereby death is deſtroyed, are 
theſe: 

1. It is ſubdued by the death of Chriſt; its 
ſing was then taken away, that is, the guilt 
of fin, 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57, The ſting of 
death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law: 
But thanks be to God who giveth us the victo- 
ry through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Which 
verſes may be thus explained: Death was the 
puniſhment threatened by the law for fin, but 
Chriſt, as our Surety, having ſuſtained the ex- 
ecution of that threatening, and anſwered the 
law by a ſatisfaction equal to the offence, death 
has no more power over him. God has raiſed 
him up, having looſed the pains of death, be- 
cauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould be hold- 
en of it;“ Acts ii. 24. And as Chniſt by his 
dying is ſaid to © finiſh tranſgreſſion, and make 
an end of ſin,” becauſe he has taken away its 
power to condemn believers, though he has not 
yet utterly deſtroyed its being, ſo he 1s ſaid to 
have aboliſhed death,“ 2 Tim. i. 16. Becauſe 
he has ſo far diminiſhed and made void its 
power, that it ſhall not do any final miſchief to 
the ſaints. It is like a ſerpent whoſe ſting is 
taken away, and whoſe teeth are broken out; 
it may fright us, and do us fome injury, but it 
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cannot inflict a venomous or fatal wound. Now 
the believer, by a lively faith, ſhares in this 
victory of Chrilt over death, and gives thanks 
to God for it. He knows that though it may 
hurt his body, and bring it down to the grave 
for a ſeaſon, yet it cannot ſend the foul to de- 
ſtruction, nor conſine the body to the duſt any 
longer than Chritt ſhall permit. 

2. Death is taken. captive and enflaved by 
Chriſt at his reſurrection and aſcenſion, and 
made to ſerve his holy purpoſes. Pal. Ixvin. 18. 
Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led 
captivity -captive.”” Thus is ſpoken of our Lord 
Jeſus, who has taken into his own dominion, 
death and the devil, whe led the world cap- 
tive. The enemy 1s not eſcaped out of the 
hands of this conqueror, but is put under his 
yoke, and conſtrained into his ſervice. 

Death, in its firit character, was the very 
threatning and curſe of the law of God, and 
includes in it all mitcry : but © Chriſt having 
borne the curſe, has redeemed”” his people from 
it; Gall. iii. 13. And now he has taken as 
many as he pleaſes of the threatnings and ter- 
rors of the law into his own new covenant, the 
covenant of grace; and has ſanctified their na- 
ture, and made them become bleflings to the 
aint: “ He has turned the curſe into a bleſſing;“ 
Deut. xiii. 5. fo that aftiictions, and pains, and 
forrows, and death itſelf, are no longer a curſe 
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to them, for they are ordained by the wiſdom 
and grace of Chriſt to promote their beſt in- 

tereſt. | 
Death, in its original deſign, was the under. 
ſervant of God's avenging juſtice: it was the 
jailor to bring the ſoul out of the body before 
the divine tribunal, there to receive its con- 
demnation to hell. It was the executioner both 
to torment and to deſtroy the fleſh, and ſend 
the ſpirit into everlaſting miſery. But Chiiſt 
having anſwered all the demands of this aven- 
ging juſtice, has alſo purchaſed the ſovereignty 
over death ; and though ſometimes, when it 
ſeizes a ſaint, it may tor the preſent ſignify his 
diſpleaſure, as in 1 Cor. xi. 30. yet it always 
fulfils the deſigns of his love, and conveys them 
into his own delightful preſence : Therefore as 
ſoon as we are © abſent from the body,” we are 
ſaid to be © preſent with the Lord,” 2 Cor. v. 8. 
and when © we depart” from the fleſh, it is“ to 
be with Chrilt,” Phil. i. 23. Death was ordain- I at 
ed at firſt to be a ſlave to Satan; by the righte- g 
ous appointment of God, both death and the lg 
devil are executioners of his wrath ; and Satan 1g 
is faid to have ſome power over death,” Heb. Ir 
ii. 14. But Chriſt, by dying, has ſubdued Satan, I tt 
{poiled him of his deſtroying weapons, has made Ih 
void his authority, eſpecially with regard to It! 
believers; he has taken death out of his power, It! 
and manages it himſelf : and thus he delivers If of 

them 
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them © who through fear of death were” held 
in a long and painful bondage, ver. 15. 

It is in ſuch views as theſe that the apoſtle 
ſays to the Corinthian believers, “ All things 
are yours, things preſent, and things to come, 
this world” in the joys or ſorrows of it, “life 
and death, all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's,“ 
Cor. iii. 22, 23. You have an intereſt and a 
ſhare in the poſſeſſions and the power of Chriſt 
over all things, ſo far as may promote your 
happineſs : Chriſt makes © all things“ (even 
death itſelf) “work together for the good“ of 
his people, Rom. viii. 18. By death he puts 
an end to the body of fin, and frees the ſoul 


from all thoſe ruffling paſſions, thoſe inquietudes 


of the blood, and diforders of nature; thoſe 
ſtrong and perverſe appetites that coſt the Chri- 
ſtian ſo much toil to ſubdue, and brought him 
ſo often under guilt, darkneſs, and forrow. 
By death he delivers the believer from the pains 
and infirmities of the body, the perpetual lan- 
guiſhings of a weakly conſtitution, and the an- 
guiſh of acute diſeaſes. He conſtrains death to 
give the weary ſaint releaſe from all the miſe- 
ries of the preſent ſtate, and to hide ham from 
the fury of the oppreſſor. The grave is God's 
hiding-place from the ſtorms and tumults of 
the world; “ There the weary are at reſt, and 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling :”* and inſtead 


of conſigning us over to the full malice of the 
devil, 
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devil, death is made a means to convey us a» 
way from all his aflaults, and tranſlate us into 
that country, where he has no power to enter. 
And when the ſoul is diſmiſſed into the botom 
of a reconciled God by the miniſtry of death; 
the body is put to reſt in the grave; the grave 
which is ſanctiſied into a bed of reſt for all the 
followers of Chriſt, ſince thcir Lord and Maſter 
has lain there. 

In the goipel of Chriſt, the name of death is 
altered into fleep. Chriſt, who has ſubdued 
it, ſeems to have given it this new name, that 
it might not have a frightful ſound in the cars 
of his beloved. Though it was ſometimes cal- 
led fleep in the old teſtament, yet that chiefly 
regarded the ſilence, and darkneis, and inac- 
tivity of that ſtate; whereas in the new telta+ 
ment, and in the 12th of Daniel, it is called 
{leep, to denote that there is an awaking time, 
The antient chriſtians, upon this account, cal 
led the church-yard where they buried the 
dead, e d fleeping-place, And though 
the grave may be termed the priſon of death, 
yet death is not lord of the priſon ; he can de- 
tain the captives there but during tac pleaſure of 
Chriſt, for he who is “ alive for evermore, has 
the keys of death and hell, that is, of the ſe- 
parate ſtate, Rev. i. 18. 

Now this is the true reaſon why chriſtians 
have ſpoken fo many kind things of death, 

which 
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which is the king of terrors to a natural man. 
They call it a releaſe from pain and fin, a meſ- 
ſenger of peace, the deſired hour, and the hap» 
py moment. All this 1s ſpoken while they be- 
hold it with an eye of faith in the hands of 
Chriſt, who has ſubdued it to himſelf, and con- 
ſtrained it to ſerve the deſigns of his love to 
them. 

3- When it has done all Chriſt's work, it 
ſhall be utterly deſtroyed. After the reſurrec- 
tion, there ſhall be no more dying. The faints 
ſhall riſe immortal, and dwell in heaven for e- 
ver, in the compleat enjoyment of all that is in- 
cluded in the name of LIFE. As the angel in 
prophecy lifts up his hand, and ſwears by him 
that lives for ever and ever, that“ time ſhall 
be no longer,” Rev. x. 6. ſo Ghriſt Jeſus, the 
Lord of angels, ſhall, as it were, pronounce 
with a fovercign voice, that“ death ſhall be 
no more.” He ſhall ſend the great arch-angel 
with the trumpet of God; it ſhall found thro? 
the deepeſt caverns of the grave, and ſhall ſum- 
mon death from its inmoſt receſſes. The ty- 
rant ſhall hear and obey, and reftore all his 
captives out of priſon; © The dead fhall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and live,“ John 
V. 25, 28, 29. * They that have done good, 
to the reſurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil, to the reſurrection of damnation.” 
After this our Lord has no employment for 

death, 
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death, his flave; the bodies of men ſhall die 
no more: There ſhall be no more any ſtate of 
ſeparation between the fleſh and ſpirit, Rev. xx, 
14. And death and hell [or Hades] were 
caſt into the lake of fire;” that is, there ſhall 
be no more death, no grave, no ſeparate ſtate 

of ſouls, all theſe thall be for ever deſtroyed. 
iſt Reflection. We may infer from this 
third general head, the great power and glory 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; we may learn the 
honour that is due to him from mortals; it is 
he that has ſubdued death, and that by his own 
dying. A wondrous method of victory! A 
ſurpriſing conqueſt: and he lives for ever to de- 
ſtroy it in his appointed time. How great and 
honourable muſt he be in the eyes of all mankind, 
who has vanquiſhed fo univerſal a conqueror? 
How delirabie is his perſon, and how delight- 
ful the ſound of his name to every believer ! for 
he ſuppreſſes all their enemies, and ſhall deſtroy 
them evea to the laſt. How well does he ful- 
fil the great engagement? Hoſea xiii. 14. © | 
will ranſom them trom the powerof the grave: 
I will redeem them from death: O death, I will 
be thy plague; O grave, | will be thy deſtruc- 
tion; repentance ſhall be hid from mine eyes. 
Let us ſalute him the Prince of lite,“ Acts iii. 
15. and adore him under that character. lie 


diſpoſſeſſeth death of all us dominions. He 


approves 
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approves himſelf a complete Saviour of all his 
fints, and a Redeemer of his captive friends. 

2d Reflection. We may learn alſo from this 
head of diſcourſe, the power and excellency of 
the goſpel of Chriſt, for it diſcovers to us how 
this great enemy is vanquiſhed, and when it 
{hall be deftroyed; and thus it lays a founda- 
tion for courage at death, and gives us aſſurance 
of a joyful rifing-day. Death being abo- 
iſhed by the mediation of Chriſt, immortality 
and life are brought to light by his goſpel,” 2 
Tim. i. 10. That is, there's a brighter diſcove- 
ry of the future ſtate, and of everlaſting hap- 
pincſs, than ever before was given to the 
world. 

Here in the name of Chriſt, and of his goſ- 
pel, we may give a challenge ta all other reli- 
gions, and ſay, which of them has borne up the 
ipirit of man ſo high above the fears of death 
as this has done? or has given us fo fair, fo 
rational, and ſo divine an account how death 
has been overcome by one man, and how by 


faith in his name we may all be made overcom- 


ers? How vain are the trifles with which the 
heathen prieſts and their prophets amuſed the 
credulous multitude? What filly and inſipid 
tables do they tell us of fouls paſſing over in a 
terry-boat to the other world, and deſcribe the 
helds of pleaſure, and the priſons of pain in that 
country of ghoſts and ſhadows, in fo ridiculous 
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2 manner, that the wiſe men of their own na- 
tions deſpiſed the romance, and few were ſtu- 
pid enough to beheve it all. It we conſult the 
religion of their philoſophers, they give us but 
a poor, lame, and miſerable account of the ſtate 
after death. Some of them denied it utterly, 
and others rave at random in mere conjectures, 
and float in endleſs uncertainties. The cou- 
rage which ſome of their heroes profeſſed at the n 
point of death, was rather a ſtubborn indolence, I t. 
than a rational and well-tounded valour; and t. 
not many arrived at this hardineſs of mind, ex- v 
cept thoſe that ſuppoſed their exiſtence ended 
with their life, and thought they. ſhould be diſ- a 
ſolved into their firſt atoms. Ariſtotle, one c 
of the greateſt men amongſ them, tells us that In 
„ futurity is uncertain” and calls death the t 
moſt terrible of all terribles. 0 
If we ſearch into the religion of the Jews, t 
which was a ſcheme of God's own contrivance, 
and a revelation to men, we find the affairs of 
a future world lay much in the dark; their 
conſciences were not ſo thoroughly purged from 
the guilt of fin, but that ſome terrors hung a- 
bout them, as appears from Heb. x. 1, 2, 3. 
and having ſo faint and obſcure notices, of the 
ſeparate ſtate of ſouls, and of the reſurrection, 
theſe were the perſons who in a ſpecial man- 
ner © through the fear of death were all their 
life-time ſubject to bondage, Heb. ii. 15. 
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But Chriſtianity lays a fair and rational foun- 
dation for our confidence and triumph in the 
dying hour. It ſhews how guilt 1s removed by 
an all- ſuflicient ſacrifice; and makes it evident 
that no hell, no vengeance, no ſhadows of mi 
ſery await the believer in that inviſible world. 
This makes the Chriſtian venture into it with 
a certain boldnets, and a becoming preſence of 
mind. The dectrine of Chriſt taews us how 
the ſting of death is taken away, and calls us 
to fight with a vanquithed enemy, a ferpent 
without a ſting : it gives us aſſurance that we 
ſhall rite again from the duſt with bodies freſher 
and fairer, glorious in their frame, and their 
conſtitution immortal; for death fhall be no 
more. Exalted by to ſublime a hope, what is 
there in death ſufficient to depreſs our ſpirits, if 
our faith were but equal to this admirable doc- 
trine? The holy apoſtles ,are witneſſes, the 
noble army of martyrs are witneſſes, and many 
a ſaint in our day is a witneſs to this truth, 
and gives honour to this goſpel. How many 
thouſands have met death, and all its frightful 
attendants, with a ſteady ſoul, and a ſerene 
countenance ; and have departed to heaven 
with ſongs of praiſe upon their lips, a ſmile 
upon their face, and triumph in their eyes? 
And this was not owing to any extravagant 
flights of enthuſiaſm, nor the fires of an en- 
flamed fancy, but it has been performed often, 
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and may be done daily, by the force of a re- 
gular faith, on the moſt ſolid and reaſonable 


principles; tor ſuch are the principles of the 
goſpel of Chrilt. 


— 
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Bleſſings gained by the deſtruction of death. 


ME fourth and laſt general head of dif- 

courle, 15 an inquiry into the advantages 
which the ſaints receive by the deſtruction of 
this laſt enemy. 

This 1s a large and endleſs field, for it in- 
cludes a great part of their final happineſs in 
heaven. But I ſhall attempt to mention brict- 
ly a few of the benefits that attend my text, 
and that without a nice diſtinction of particu- 
lars, 

When death is deſtroyed, we ſhall ſhare in 
the joy and triumph of Chriſt tor abſolute con- 
queſt over all his enemies; for there is ſcarce 
any glory given to Chriſt, conſidered as man, 
but the ſaints are ſaid to be humble partners in 
it, or at leaſt to enjoy the reſemblance. Is he 
+ appointed the Judge of all?“ It is promiſed 
allo to the ſaints that they * ſhall judge angels, 
and the twelve tribes of Iſrael. Do we ſuffer 
with him? we ſhall alſo reign with him.“ If 


Ve 
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we conquer death by faith, we ſhall riſe and 
triumph. Here we labour and fight with 
many adverſaries, and we think we have rout- 
ed them, but they rally again, and give us 
freſh vexation, ſo that we hardly know how 
to attempt a ſong of victory on this ſide the 
grave, Beſides, death ftill remains for our 
trial and conflict: but there we ſhall rejoice 
over all our enemies, ſubdued, deſtroyed, and 
aboliſhed for ever. 

Then“ God will be all in all to his ſaints.” 
This is a conſequent which St. Paul mentions 
in the verſes where my text is: God will ma- 
nage the affairs of his heavenly Kingdom in a 
more immediate way, than he has managed 
his kingdom on earth. Chriſt having deſtroy- 
ed all the enemies of his church, and preſent- 
ed it ſafe before the Father, has finiſhed all 
thoſe divine purpoſes for which the mediato- 
rial kingdom was cntruſted with him : then 
he ſhall reſign his commiſhon to his Father a- 
gain; and the ever-blefled God ſhall ia a more 
immediate and abſolute manner reign ove all 
the creation. He ſhall more immediately im- 
preſs devils and damned ſpirits with a ſenſe of 


inknite wrath; and with a more immediate 


ſenſe of his love and cternal favour, ſhall he for 
ever bleſs all the inhabitants of heaven. 80 
much as this ſeems to be implied in the words 


of the apoſtle, 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25, &c. But it 
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is impoſſible that in this ſtate we ſhould know 
either the full extent, or the juſt limitations of 
that promiſe, © God ſhall be all in all.” Our 
konoured and departed friend had theſe words 
dwelling upon her heart; theſe were often in 
her hps in the days of her faith and hope, and 
in the hours of her paſſage through the dark 
valley: She enjoys part of the pleaſure of them 
in her preſent heaven, and with pleaſure ſhe 
expects the more abſolute accompliſhment, when 
the reſurrection ſhall complete the blefledneſs of 
all the faints. 

Another conſequent of the deſtruction of 
death, is the employment of all the powers of 
human nature 1n the ſervice of God, and they 
ſhall be neither weak nor weary. For all the 
inconveniences that attend mortality ſhall be 
{ſwallowed up and loſt for ever. 

Alas, how poor and imperfect is the ſervice 
which our bodies yield to God in this world! 
How heavily do our fouls complain of the clog 
of this fleſh, and move onwards heavily in the 
diſcharge of duty! and in the grave the body 
is quite cut off from all ſervice. But when 
death ſhall be diſpoſſeſſed, when we ſhall ariſe 
from the duſt, and put on bodies of glory; 
then with our whole natures, and with all thar 
powers, we ſhali do honour to God our Crea— 
tor, our Redeemer, and our King. The time 
will come when we © ſhall hunger no more, 
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neither thirſt any more” and the refreſhments 
of {lcep ſhall be no more neceſſary to ſupport 
lite. When death ſhall be deſtroyed, fleep, 
the image and picture of death, ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed too. There ſhall be nothing that looks 
like death in all that vital world, that world of 
immortality. We © ſhall ſerve the Lord day 
and night in his temple” that is, continually, 
for there ſhall be no night there,“ Rev. vu. 
15, 16. and XX1. 25. 

Then we ſhall taſte all the true bleſſedneſs 
that human nature is capable of, and that with- 


out danger of exceſs or fin. When God firſt 


united theſe two pieces of his workmanltup, 
the foul and body, and compoled a man, he 
deſigned him the ſubject of various pleaſures, 
whercin each part ſhould have een ſubſer vient 
to the other, to render the felicity of the erea- 
tare perfect. It is fin and death that have en- 
tered into our natures, and prevented this noble 
deltzn in our preſent ſtate : but“ the counſel 
of the Lord ſhall ſtand.” And when he raiſes 
up the body from the grave, it thall leave all 
the feeds of death bchind it. The faculties 


and the ſenſes ſhall awake in all their original 


ſprightlineſs and vigour, and our future hea- 
ven thall be furniſhed with objects ſuited to en- 
tertain thoſe powers, and to convey” intenſe 
pleaſure to glorified minds, without danger of 
laticty or wearineſs. When the time comes 
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that “ there ſhall be no more death, God ſhall 
wipe away all tears from our cycs ; there ſhall 
be no forrow nor crying, nor any more pain: 
for the former things are paſſed away; and 
he that fits upon the throne ſhall ſay, Behold 
I make all things new :” Rev. xxi. 4, 5. 

Then ſhall we enjoy the conſtant ſociety of 
our beſt friends, and deareſt acquaintance; thote 
that have arrived at the New Jeruſalem them- 
ſelves, and have aſſiſted us in our travels thi- 
ther. And we thal! delightfully entertain, and 
be entertained with the mutual narratives of 
divine grace, and the wile and holy methods 
of Providence, whereby we have been conduct- 
ed ſafe through all the fatigues and dangers of 
the wilderneſs to that heavenly country. 

And that which ſhall add an unknown reliſh 
to all the former bleſſings, is the full aſſurance 
that we ſhall poſſeſs them for ever. For every 
one of our enemies are then deſtroyed, and the 
laſt of them is death. Here on earth it is 3 
perpetual pain to the mind to think, that 
thoſe whom we love are mortal ; the next mo- 
ment may divide them from us far as the di— 
ſtance of two worlds. They are ſeized on a 
ſudden from our cyes, and from our embraces ; 
and this thought allays the delight that we take 
in their company, and diminiſhes the joy : but 
in that world all our friends are immortal, 

0 we 
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ee we ſhall ever be with the Lord,” and ever 
with one another too, 1 Thefl. iv. 17. 

May I be permitted here to make a ſhort re- 
fletion on that mourntul providence that has 
joined two lovely relatives in f death, and given 
occaſion for the ſad folemnities of this day? 
The pious mother led the way to heaven but a 
few days before the pious daughter. followed, 
cach of them a parent of a reputable tamily, 
and the deſcendants from a progenitor , whole 
name is in honour among the churches. As 
mutual affection joined their havitations 1n lite, 
ſo the care of ſurviving friends has laid them 
to reſt in their beds of earth together. We 
truſt they are joined in the world of bleſſed 
ſpirits on high, and they thall be joined again 
in the world of glorited ſaints in the morning 
of the reſurrection. Death, their common e- 
nemy, has taken them both captives together, 
has bound in his chains the mother and the 
daughter: but they are priſoners of hope, and 
together they ſhall obtain a glorious releaſe. 

| would copy a line from that moſt beautt- 
tul clegy of David, and apply it here with more 

Juſtice 


+ The Lady Hartopp, dug ter of Charles F lee“ sood. E. and wife to 
J hr Hart pp o N. wington, barovet, died Nov. erh, 1711 Mrs Gould, 
their dan 'hter, and wife to Mr Gould nod Sir Nethanicl Govld of Ne- 
wington) died fix days after, viz Nov. 15. and left their houltolds belund 


them oppreſſed with double ſorrow. 
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Juſtice than the pſalmiſt could to Saul and ſo- 
nathan, 2 Sam. 1. 23. © Lovely and pleaſant 
were they in their lives, and in death they were 
not divided.” Silent were they, and retired 
from the world, and unknown except to their 
intimate friends: But God was a witneſs of 
their hours of divine retirement. The graces 
of Chriſtianity, and the virtues of domeſtick 
life (which are the proper ornaments of the ſex) 
were the mark of their utmoſt aim and ambi- 
tion: nor did they ſcek the flatterics of the 


court, or the city, nor aftect the gaietics of a 


degencrate age. Humble they were, and a+ 
verſe from public ſhew and noiſe; nor will 1 
diſturb their graves by making them the ſub- 
ject of public praiſe. In the hearts of their fa- 
milies, their memory, their image, and their 
example will live. O may the brighteſt and 
beſt part of their image and example live in 
the character and practice of all that are left 
behind! | 
What a dreadful and overwhelming thought 
15 1t to ſuppoſe, that any of that honoured and 
numerous houthold ſhould be divided afunder 
at the laſt day: Give all diligence then, my 
worthy friends, to make your calling and 
your election ſure; devote yourſelves to the 
God of your predeccilors; truſt in the ſame 
Saviour; tread in the fame paths of holineſs ; 
and purſue the ſame glory. What a joy will 
it 
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it be to that pious lady that is gone before, to 


find, that thoſe who were dear to her as her 


own ſoul have overcome lin and death, and in 
a bleſſed ſucceſſion arrive at the ſame heaven! 
Let me intreat you to give her this ſatisfac- 
tion, and not diſappoint her prayers and her 
hopes. Let your venerable ſurviving parent 
(who is now confined at home under ſorrows 
and ſharp pains) obtain this pleaſure. Let that 
dear partner of her joys and cares behold the 
power of religion appearing and reigning in all 
your hearts before his eyes are cloſed in death. 
Give both of them this conſolation at the ap- 
pearance of Chriſt, that they may ſay, © Lord, 
« here we are, and the children that thou haſt 
„given us. Here we are with our anceſtors, 
and our off- ſpring, and our. kindred around 
us, adoring thy rich grace together, and 
entering together into the ſtate ot perfect 
glory which thou haſt prepared.“ 

It remains only that I ſhould propoſe ſome 
reflections on the laſt head of ditcourſe for the 
meditation of this whole aſſembly, and eſpe- 
cially for thoſe that are engaged in the ſpuitual 
warfare, and procced to daily conqueſts. 

Shall death, with all its attendants be de- 
ſtroyed for ever? And are thefe the bleitings 
that ſhall ſucceed? Then enter this joy betore- 
hand by a lively faith, and begin the ſong of 
triumph—* O death, where is thy ſting? 

Q 
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O grave, where is thy victory?“ 1 Cor. xv. 55, 
* Reoice not over me, O mine enemy, when 
I fall, I ſhall ariſe;F“ Mic. vii. 8. 

After you have fought many battles with 

Satan, ſubdued many fins, and encountered a 
thouſand temptations with ſucceſs, perhaps you 
hnd new adverſaries ſtill arifing ; look forward 
then to this joyful hour, and ſay, Butl RI <c 
„ ſhall one day be for cver free from all theſe 
toils and labours of war, for all my enemies 
{hall be overcome, ſince © death the laſt of 
them all thall be ſubdued.” 
When you feel the infirmities of this mortal 
body hang heavy upon your ſpirits, and damp 
your devotion, read the words of this promiſe, 
and rejoice; * Thete pains, and theſe languors 
* of nature, ſhall one day vaniſh and be no 
„ more; for death, with all its tram, muſt be 
« deliroyed.” 

When ſome of your deareſt friends are ſeized 
by this tyrant, and led away to the grave in 

his chains, while you are wounded to the very 
ſoul, remember, that Chriſt your captain, and 
your Saviour, thall revenge this quarrel upon 
your laſt enemy; for he has appointed the 
hour of his deſtruction. © Mourn not, there— 
fore, for the dead, as thoſe that ſorrow with-_ 
out hope, for thoſe that fleep in Jeſus, the Lord 
ſhall bring with him when he comes;” 1 Theſs. 
iv. 13- And he ſhall join you together in a 
blefled 
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- piced and durable friendſhip, where it ſhall 
be eternally impoſſible for enemies to break in 
upon your peace; for death, the laſt of them, 
th aaa be then deſtroyed. And the Lord has 
left us this comfort in the end of his ſacred 
writing, © Surely I come quickly.” Let each 
-4 Wot us with a chearful heart reply, Even fo 
come, Loxp Jesus.“ Amen. 
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The Harelxess of ſeparate ſpirits, &c. 


ATTEMPTED IN 


A Fuxtxar Discourst in memory of 
Sir JOHN HARTOPP, Bart. deceaſed, 


The INTRODUCTION. 


T is a ſolemn and mournful occaſion that 

has brought me to this place this day +. 
Divine providence and the will of ſurviving 
relatives, call me to pay the laſt ſacred and 
pious reſpect to the memory of the deceaſed; 
a worthy gentleman, and an excellent chr. 
ſtian, who has lately left our world in a good 
old age. 


I 


7 Sir Joon Hertepp died April 1ſt, 1724, in the Bgth year of bis ax; 
and the ſubitance of this diſcourſe was dclivercd briefly at Stoke-Newing'ss 
altri 15. following, 
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It is ſomething more than ten years fince | 
Was engaged in the ſame ſervice to the memo- 
ry of his honoured and pious lady, when by a 
double and painful ſtroke the mother and the 
daughter were joined in death; when the two 
kindred families were ſmitten in the tendereſt 


part, and each of them fuſtained a loſs that 


could never be repaired “. 

This town was the place which they had all 
honoured with their habitation, and ſpent the 
largeſt part of their lives amongſt you; but 
they are now become inhabitants of the heaven- 
ly city, they dwell in the world of bleſſed ſpi- 
rits, and I would lead your devouteſt thoughts 
to follow them thither. Come then, let our 
meditations take their riſe from thoſe words of 
the great apoſtle, in © 


* fee a particular account, fege 55, of the foregoing diſcourſe in the 


margin. 
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ls. XII. 23. 


The ſpirits of juſt men made ferfec.. 


T is a much ſweeter employment to trace 
the ſouls of our departed friends into 
thoſe upper and brighter regions, than to be 
ever dwelling upon the dark proſpect, and fix- 
ing our eyes upon death, and duſt, and the 
grave: and that not only becauſe it gives us a 
comfortable view of the perſons whom we 
mourn, and thus it reheves our moſt weighty 
and ſmarting forrows ; but becauſe it leads us 
to conſider our own beſt intereſt, and our 
higheſt hopes, and puts us in mind of the 
communion that we have with thoſe bleſſed 
pirits in heaven, while we belong to the church 
eon earth. © We are come,” ſays the apoſtle, 
verſe 22. We,“ in the gotpel-itate, “ are come 
to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jeruſalem, to 
the innumerable company of angels, and to the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect.“ 

What fort of communion it is that good 
men here below maintain with thoſe exalted 
ipirits, is not my preſent buſineſs to deſcribe ; 
wUcrciore I apply myſelt immediately to the 

words 
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words of my text, and confine myſelf to them 
only. 
And here I ſhall conſider theſe four things: 


J. Who are particulary deſigned by e i- 
rits of the juſt; and here I ſhall make it exi- 
dent the apoſtle intends not merely the ſpirits 
of good men, but ſuch good ſpirits as are dif- 
miſled from their mortal bodies. 


II. We ſhall enquire, Wherein confiſts the 
perfection to which they have arrived, and 
what are the excellencics in which they are 
made perfect. 


III. What ſort of perfection it is they en- 
joy, and what are the peculiar characters of it. 


IV. How they arrive at this perfect ſtate, 
and what influence the diſmiſſion from their 
bodics has towards their attainment of it. 


And then conclude with a few remarks for 
our inſtruction and practice, ſuitable to the 
prefent providence. 
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. . 
Of the ſpirits of the juſt. 


UR urſt enquiry is,“ Whom are we to 
() * underitand by the ſpirits of the uſt 
+ here ſpoken of? | 

The name of juſt or righteous men, taken 
in a large and general ſenſe, as it is often uſed 
in {cripture, ſignifies all thoſe + who fear and 
love God, and are accepted of him.” In the 


New Teſtament they are frequently called Saints, 


Behevers, or Children of God: but in both 
parts of the bible they are often deſcribed by the 
name of Juſt, or Righteous, and they are pro- 
perly called ſo upon theſe three accounts. 

I. Their perſons are made righteous in the 
fight of God, having their ſins forgiven, and 
their ſouls juſtified through the death and righ- 
teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. So the word is uſed, 
Rom. v. 18. By the obedience of one ſhall 
many be made righteous.” They have ſcen 
themſelves all guilty and expoſed to the wrati 
of God, they have fled to lay hold on the hope 
ſet before them, they have mourned before God 
and been weary of ſin, they have received the 
great atonement, they have committed the! 
caſe by a living faith to Jeſus the righteous, 
the Surety and the Saviour of periſhing {n- 


ners; 
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ners; and that God hath received them into 
his favour, and has imputed righteouſneſs to 
them, even that God © who is juſt, and the 
juſtifier of them that believe in Jeſus.” Now 
this ſenſe cannot reaſonably be excluded from 


the character of a faint, though the word 
rizhtecus is more frequently taken in the fol- 


lowing ſenſes. 

II. Their naturcs are made righteous, and 
ſunctiſied by the Spirit of grace. Tney have a 
principle of grace and holineſs wrought in 
them; ſo the word ſigniſies, Eph. iv. 24. The 
new man which is created after the image of 
God, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs.” They 
were once ſinners, diſobedient and unholy, as 
they were born into this world ; but they are 
born again, and made new ereatures by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. Their underſtandings 
are enlightened to ſee the dreadful evil of fin, 
and the divine beauty of holineſs. Their wills 
are turned from folly and vanity, from the 
love of carth, and ſenfe, and fin, to a holy 
contempt of the world, and a hatred of all that 
is linful ; from a neglect of religion to deſires 
after God, and a delight in him; from a mere 
formal profeſſion of the goſpel, to the faith and 
love of Chriſt, and a zealous purſuit of holi- 
neſs; and they place their higheſt hopes and 
their joys in things divine, ſpiritual, and eter- 
nal, 


F III. Their 
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III. Their lives are righteous, and conform. 
able to the will of God revealed in his word. 80 
the term righteous fignities, 1 John iii. 7. © He 
that does righteouſneſs is rightcous.” The juſt 
man makes 1t the buſineſs of his life to dy 
works of 1ightcouſneſs, taken in the largeſt 
ſenſe; to worſhip God, to feck his glory, to 
obey his will, which is the rule of righteoul: 
nels; to do him all the ſervice on earth that 
his ſtation and circumſtances admit of, and to 
deal faithfully and juſtly among -men, and do 
them all the good that hes in his power. 

Theſe are the juſt men w hoſe ſpirits are ſpo- 
ken of in my text. 

Now it is cvident the apoſtle here means 
their ſpirits which are in heaven, and departed 
from theſe mortal bodies, becauſc the train of 
bleſſed companions, which he deſcribes juſt be- 
ore, leads our thoughts to the inviſible world, 

It we can ſuppoſe any part of theſe two verſes 
to refer to carth, and our preſent ſtate, it mult 
be when he ſays, © Ye are come to Mount 
Lion, to the city of the living God,” that is, 
the viſible church of Chriſt under the golpe! 
* diſpenſation. But then he adds, “ You are 
come alſo to the heavenly Jeruſalem,” which 
may probably include all the inhabitants of hea- 
ven in general; and deſcending to particulars, 
he adds, © to an innumerable company of angels, 


and to the general aſſembly and church of the 
farit- 
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ſirſt· born, who are written in heaven: whereby 
we muſt underſtand the whole invitible church 
of God among men, # we do not conſine it 
to thoſe who are already of the church trium- 
phant ; and next he leads us to“ God the 
Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect; that is, ſpirits releaſed from 
ficſh and blood, who have ſtood before God 
their Judge, and are determined to a ſtate of 
perfection in heaven. 

Beſides, when St. Paul ſpeaks of fellow chri- 
ſtians here on carth, it is not his manner to 
call them ſpirits, but men, or brethren or ſaints, 
&c. therefore by the naked and ſingle term 
ſpirits, he diſtinguiſhes theſe perſons from thoſe 
who dwell in mortal bodies, and raiſes our 
thoughts to the world of bleffed fouls, releaſed 
from the wretched ties and bondage of fleſh and 
blood, the ſpirits of good men departed from 
this earth, and dwelling in the better regions 
of heaven. 

I would here take notice alſo, that the a- 
poſtle perhaps in this place chuſes rather to call 
them juſt or righteous men, which is a term 
uſed frequently both in the Old and New Te- 
ſtament, that he might include the patriarchs 
and the Jewiſh ſaints as well as the fouls of de- 
parted chriſtians. Abraham, lfaac, and Jacob, 
Noah, Daniel, and David, Job, Moſes, and Elt- 


Jah, dwell in that happy world, with a thou- 
{and 
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ſand other ſpirits of renown in the antient 
church, as well as the ſpirits of thoſe that have 
ſeen the Methah, and bcheved in Jeſus of Na- 
zareth. What a noble and wondrous aflem- 
bly ! What an amazing and blifstul ſociety of 
human ſouls, gathered from various nations, 
and from all ages, and joined together in the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, the family of God above! 

I ſhall proceed now to the ſecond thing I pro- 
poſed. 


— — — — 


SK CT. 
Of their perfection in knowledge, holineſs, and jcy. 


HE ſecond enquiry is this, “ Wherein 
T « conliſts the pertection at which theſe 
“ ſpirits are arrived?” 

The word perfect cannot be taken here in its 
moſt extenſive, abſolute, and ſublime ſenſe, for 
in that ſenſe it can belong only to GOD ; he 
is and muſt be the ſum and center of all per- 
tection for ever; all excellency and all bleſled- 
neſs in a ſupreme degree mect in him; none 
beſides him can pretend to abſolute perfection. 

Nor is the word uſed here in its moſt ſublime 
ſenſe, in which it may be applicd to a creature; 
for when the ſpirits ot juſt men are made never 
ſo perfect, the bletled toul of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt will- be more perfect than they; for © in 
all things he muſt have the pre-eminence,” Col. 
1.18. 

Perfection therefore is taken in a comparative 
ſenſe here, as. in many other places of ſcrip- 
ture. 80 St. Paul calls thoſe chriſtians on 
earth perfect who are advanced in knowledge 
and chriſtianity far above their fellows; as in 
Cor. 1. 6. © I ſpeak wiſdom among them that 
are perfect.“ Philip. iii. 15. Let as many as 
are perfect be thus minded.” So that bleſſed 
ſouls above are only perfect in a comparative 
ſenſe. They are advanced in every excellency 
of nature, and every divine privilege, far above 
all their fellow ſaints here on earth. 

I defire it alto to be obſerved here, that 

The word perfection doth not generally im- 
ply another fort of character than what a man 
poſſeſſed before; but a far more exalted degree 
of the ſame character which he was before poſ- 
ſeſſed of. 

The perfection then of the ſpirits of the juſt 
in heaven, is a glorious and tranſcendent de- 
gree of thoſe ſpiritual and heavenly qualifica- 
tions and bleflings which they enjoyed here on 
earth in a lower meaſure; implying alfo, a free- 


dom from all the defects and diſorders to which 


they were here expoſed, and which are incon- 
ſiſtent with their preſent felicity. 
It 
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It I were to branch it into particulars, ! 
would name but thefe three, namely, (1.) A 
great increaſe of knowledge, without the mix- 
ture of error. (2.) A glorious degree of hoh- 
neſs, without the mixture of the leaſt fin. (3. 
Conttant peace and joy, without the mixture 
of any ſorrow or uncaſincſs. 

Let us conſider them dittinctly. 

1. A great increaſe of knowledge, without 


the mixture of error; and in this ſenſe it is 


perfect Knowle ze. 

Part of the happineſs of ſpirits conſiſts in 
contemplation ; and the more excellent the ob- 
ject is which we contemplate; and the more 
perfect our acquaintance with it, the greater is 


our happineſs. Therefore the knowledge ot 


God, the infinite and eternal ſpirit, is the true 
telicity of all the ranks of created ſpirits in the 
upper and lower worlds. WV hat unknown and 
unrivaled beauties are contained in the attii— 
butes of his nature! What a heavenly pleaſure 
is it, to luſe ourſelves among the boundleſs per- 
fections of his ſelf ſufficiency and cternal ex- 
iſtence, his wiſdom, his power, his juſtice, his 
holineſs, his goodneſs, and his truth! And 


What a divine harmony amongſt them all! 


How does the philoſopher entertain and feaſt 
himſelf with daily diſcoveries of new wonders 
amongſt the works of God, and beholds the 
print of the hands of his Creator on them all. 

What 
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What ſuperior glories are ſeen by the inquiring 
chriſtian amongſt the greater wonders of his 
grace! and he receives the diſcovery of them 
with ſuperior delight, for his eternal life is in 
them. John xvii. 3. © This is life eternal, 
that they may know thee the only true God, 
and Jetus Chriſt whom thou haſt fent.” To 
know the Father and the Son according to the 
revelation which they have given of themſelves 
in the goſpel, is not the only way to obtain 
life eternal, and conſequently the buſineſs of 
the ſaints below; but the knowledge of this 
Son and this Father in their natural glories, in 
their perſonal characters, in their ſublime and 
myſterious relations to each other, and in 
their moſt amazing contrivances and tranſac- 
tions for the recovery of loſt Tinners, may be 
matter of the moſt pleating enquiry, and deli- 
ious contemplation, to the angels themſelves, 
1 Pet. 1. 12. Theſe are © the things which 
the angels deſire to look into.” And the ſpi- 
rits of the juſt made perfect are employed in 
the ſame delightful work; for which they have 
much more concern, and a dearer intcreſt in 
It. 

We know fomething of God by the light of 
nature. The reaſon that is within cach of us, 
lines like a flender candle in a private room, 
nd gives us ſome twinkling and uncertain no- 
ions of our Creator. The notices that we ob- 

tain 


22 THE HAPPINESS OF 
tain by the light of grace, or the goſpel here on 
earth, are far brighter and ſurer, like the 
moon at midnight ſhining upon a dark world, 
or like the riſe of the morning ſtar, and the 
dawning of the day. But the knowledge 
which departed ſpirits obtain of their Creator 
and their Redeemer in the light of glory, is far 
ſuperior to that of nature and grace, as the 
luſtre of the meridian ſun exceeds the pale 
moon-beams, or the glimmering twilight of 
the morning. 

This is what the apoſtle deſcribes, 1 Cor. xin. 


9, 10, 11, 12. For we know but an part, 


and we propheſy in part. But when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is in 
part ſhall be done away. When I was a child, 
I ſpake as a child, I underſtood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when I became a man, 
I put away childith things. For now we ſec 
through a glaſs darkly ; but then face to face: 
Now I know in part; but then ſhall I know 
even as alſo I am known.” The imperfection 
of our knowledge in this world conſiſts much 
in this, that we are liable to perpetual miſtakes. 
A thouſand errors ſtand thick around us in our 
enquirics after truth, and we ſtumble upon cr- 
ror often in our wiſeſt purſuits of knowledge; 
* for we ſee but through a glaſs darkly, but 
then we ſhall know even as we are known, and 
ſee face to face ;” that i is, we ſhall have a more 

immediatc 
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immediate and intuitiveview of God and Chriſt, 
and of the Holy Spirit, without ſuch mediums 
as are now neceſſary for our inſtruction ; we 
ſhall know them in a manner ſomething akin 
to the way whereby God knows us, though 
not in the ſame degree of pertection; for that 
is impoſſible : Yet in theſe reſpects our know- 
ledge ſhall bear ſome reſemblance to the know- 
ledge of God himſelf, namely, that it ſhall be 
not merely a rational knowledge, by inferences 
drawn from his works, not merely a know- 
ledge by narration, or report and teſtimony, 
ſuch as we now enjoy by his word; but it ſhall 
be ſuch a ſort of knowledge as we have of a 
man when we ſee his face, and it ſhall alſo be 
a certain and unwavering knowledge, without 
remaining doubts, without error, or miſtake. 
O happy ſpirits that are thus divinely employ- 
ed, and are entertaining themſelves and their 
fcllow-ſpirits with thoſe noble truths and tranſ- 
porting wonders of nature and grace, of God 
and Chriſt, and things heavenly, which are all 
myſtery, intanglement and confuſion to our 
thoughts in the preſent ſtate! 

II. This perfection conſiſts in a glorious de- 
gree of holineſs, without the mixture of the 
leaſt ſin; and in this ſenſe it is perfect holi- 
neſs. 

All holineſs is contained and ſummed up in 

G the 
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the love and delightful ſervice of God and our 
tellow-crciturcs. 

When we attempt to love God here on carth, 
and by the alluring dilcoveries of grace try to 
raiſe our affections to things of heaven, what 
ſinful damps and coldnets hang heavy upon us? 
What counter-allurements do we find towards 
ſin and the creature, by-the miſchievous in- 
fnences of the [leth and this world? What an 
eſtrangedneſs from God do the beft of Chriſti- 
ans complain ot? And when they get ncareſt 
to their Saviour in the exerciſcs of holy love, 
they find perpetual reafon to mourn over their 
diſtance, and they cry out often with pain at 
their hearts; „What a curſed enemy abides 
& ſtill in me, and divides me from the deareſt 
object of my deſire and joy!“ But the ſpi- 
rits of the juſt made perfect, have the ncareſt 
views of God their Father, and their Saviour ; 
and as they ſce them face to face, ſo (may'l 
venture to expreſs it) they love them with a 
union of heart to heart: „for he that is join- 
ed to the Lord” in the neareſt union in heaven, 
may well be called one ſpirit with him, fince the 
apoſtle lays the ſame thing of the faints on carth, 
1 Cor. vi. 17. 

As our love of God is imperfect here, ſo is 
all our devotion and worſhip. 

While we are in this world, fin mingles 
with all our rcligious daties : we come before 


God 
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God with our prayers and our ſongs, but our 
thoughts wander from him in the midſt of wor- 
ſhip, and we are gone on a ſudden to the ends 
of the earth, We go up to his temple, and 
we try to ſerve him there an hour or two ; 
then we return to the world, and we almoſt 
forget the delights of the ſanctuary, and the 
God we have ſeen there. But the ſpirits of 
the juſt made perfect are © before the throne 
of God, and ſerve lum day and night in his 
temple,” Rev. vu. 15. And though they may 
not be literally engaged in one everlaſting act 
of worſhip, yet they are very buſy in ſome 
glorious ſervices for him. If they ſhould be 
ſent on any meſſage to other worlds, yet they 
never wander from the fight of their God: For 
if the guardian angels of children < always be- 
hold the face of our heavecaly Father,“ Matt. 
xviii. 19.cven when they are employed in their 
divine errands to our world; much more may 
we tuppole the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
ſect never loſe the bliſsful viſion, whatfoever 
their employments ſhall or can be. 

And as our acts of worthip on earth, and 
converſe with God, are very impertect, ſo is 
our zeal and activity tor God extremely defec- 
tive; but it (hall be ever bright and burning in 
the upper world. 

When we would exert our zcal for God on 


earth, how many corrupt affegions mix with 
G2 that 
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that zeal and ſpoil it! Dead flies, that cauſe that 
noble ointment to ſend forth a ſtinking favour! 
How much of ſelf, and pride, and vain ambji- 
tion too often mingles with our deſire to ſerve 
Chriſt and his goſpel! Some have preached 
Chriſt out of vain-glory, or envy ; and a mix- 
ture of thoſe vices may taint our pious mini- 
ſtrations. When we ſeem to drive furiouſly 
like Jehu to the deſtruction of the prieſts and 
the worſhip of Baal, too often the wild-fire of 
our luſts and paſſions, our envy and wrath and 
ſecret revenge join together to animate our 
chariot-Whecls. When we are ready to ſay 
with him, © Come and ſee my zeal for the 
Lord,“ perhaps God eſpies in our hearts too 
much of the ſame carnal mixture; for Jehu 
exalted the true God, that he might eſtabliſh 
himſelf a king, 2 Kings x. 16. But the ſpi- 
Tits of the juſt are perfect in zeal, and pure 
from all mixtures. Their very natures are hke 
the angels, they are ſo many flames of ſacred 
and unpolluted fire, the“ miniſters of God that 
da his pleaſure,” and then hide their faces be- 
hind their wings; when they have done all 
for God, they fall down and confeſs they are 
nothing. 

Temptation and fin have no place in thoſe 
happy regions. Theſe are the evils that be— 


long to earth and hell; but within the gatcs 
of heaven © nothing muſt enter that” tempt- 
eth, 
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eth, nothing that“ deſileth, Rev. xx1. 27. It 
is the mixture of ſinful thoughts and idle words, 
ſintul actions and irregular affections, that 
makes our ſtate of holineſs ſo impertect here 
below. © We groan within ourſelves, being 
burdened ;”” we would be rid of theſe criminal 
weakneſles, theſe guilty attendants of our lives: 
But the ſpirits above are under a ſweet necet- 
lity of being for ever holy; their natures have 
put on perfection; the image of God is ſo far 
completed in them, that nothing contrary to 
the divine nature remains in all their frame ; 
for they ſee God in all the faireſt beauties of 
tus holineſs, and they adore and love. They 
behold him without a veil, and are * changed 
into the ſame image from glory to glory,” 
2 Cor. iii. 18. It theſe words are applicable to 
the ſtate of grace, much more to that of glory. 
They ſee Chriſt as he is, and they are made 
completely like him, 1 John in. 2. which is 
true concerning the ſtate of ſeparate ſpirits, as 
well as the hour of reſurrection. 

As their love to God is perfect, ſo is their 
love to all their fcllow-ſaints. 

We try to love our fellow-creatures and fel- 
low-cliritians here on earth; but we have fo 
many corrupt paſſions of our own, and fo ma- 
ny infirmitics and impertections belong to our 
neighbours alſo, that mutual love is very im- 


, partect. © Love is the fulfilling of the law,“ 
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Rom. xiii. 10. But we ſhall never fulfil that 
law perfectly till we are joined to the ſpirits of 
the juſt in glory, where there 15 no inhabitant 
without the flame of ſacred love, no ſingle ſpi- 
rit unlovely or unbeloved. 

In thoſe happy manſions there is no envy 
raiſed by the pertections or the honours of our 
neighbour ſpirits; no detracting thought is 
known there, no reproachful word is heard in 
that country ; and, perhaps, no word of re- 
proach is to be found in the whole heavenly 
language. Malice, and flander, and the very 
names of infamy, are unknown in thoſe re- 
gions; and wrath and ſtrife are eternal ſtran— 
gers. No divided opinions, no party-quarrels, 
no ſeeds of diſcord are fown in heaven. Our 


little angry jars and contentions have no place 


there, and the noiſe of war and controverſy 
ceaſes for ever. There are no offences given, 
and none are taken in that world of love. Nei- 
ther injury, nor reſentment, is ever known or 
practiſed there, thoſe bitter and fatal ſprings of 
revenge and blood. Univerſal benevolence 
runs through the whole kingdom; each ſpirit 
wihes well to his neighbour as to himſelf; and 
till we arrive there, we ſhall never be made per- 
fect in love, nor ſhall we ſee the bleſſed charac- 
ters of it deſcribed in the ſcriptures fully copied 
out in living examples. 

In 
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In that holy world dwells God himſclf, who 
is original love; there reſides our Lord Jefus 
Chriſt, who is love incarnate; and from that 
ſacred head flows an eternal ſtream of love 
through every member, and bleſſeth all the in- 
habitants of that land with its divine retreſh- 
ments. Holineſs is pertect among the ſpirits 
of the juſt, becauſe love is perfect there. 

Objection. But are there not ſeveral graces 
and virtues that belong to the ſaints on earth 
that are finiſhed at death, and can have no 
room in heaven? How then can perfection of 
holineſs in heaven conſiſt in an increaſe of the 
ſame graces we practiſed on earth? 

Anſwer. Yes, there are ſeveral ſuch virtues 
and ſuch graces, as faith and repentance, and 
godly ſorrow, patience and forbearance, love 
to enemies, and forgiveneſs of injuries, &c. 
But all theſe ariſe from the very imperfection 
of our preſent ſtate, from the fins or follies of 
ourſelves or our fellow creatures. Faith ariſes 
from the want of ſight; repentance from the 
returns of guilt; godly ſorrow from the work- 
ings of fin in us; patience owes its very nature 
and exerciſe to the afflictions we ſuſtain from 
the hand of God; and forbearance and for- 
giveneſs reſpects the injuries that we receive 
trom our fcllow-creatures. But in heaven, 
faith, ſo far as it regards the abſence of God 


and Chriſt, is loſt in ſight and enjoyment, as 
the 
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the light of a ghmmering taper is loſt in the 


blaze of ſun-beams. Repentance of old tins, to 
far as it is attended with any painful or ſhame— 
ful paſlions, ccaſes for ever in heaven; and 
there 15 no guilt tor us to repent of: there thall 
be no evil working in vs to give pain to the 
ſpirit; no aflliction from God to demand a pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion; no injuries from men to be 
borne or torgiven. 

But there is the ſame pious temper ſtill con- 
tinues in the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, 
which was the ſpring of thote graces on earth; 
and could the objects or occaſions of them re- 
turn, every ſpirit there would exerciſe the {ame 
grace, and that in a more glutious and perfect 
manner, for their very uatuics are all over ho- 
ly. 

III. The laſt thing 1 ſhall mention, herein 
the perfection of the ſaints above conſiſts, is, 
their conſtant peace and exalted joy, without 
any mixture of forrow or uncalinc!z; and this 
is joy and peace in periection. 

It our knowleige, our love, and our holi- 
neſs are impericct on carth, our joys muſt be 
ſo. The niſtakes and the tolles to which we 
are liable here below, the guilt that pains the 
conicience, and the hn that is rottlets and ever 
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will groan under theſe burdens; and it is very 
natural for him to cry out, © O wretched 
man: who ſhall deliver me from the body of 
this death?“ Rom. vii. 24. 

Thus there are many things that are within 
us, and that belong to us in this world, that 
forbid the perfection of our joys. And be- 
ſides all theſe, we are attached and tied down 
to many other uneaſineſſes, while we dwell on 
carth. 

This world 1s a fair theatre af the wifdom 
and power of God, but it is hurg round and 
repleniſhed with temptations to fallen man, 
proper for a ſtate of trial ; ſoft and flattering 
temptations that by the ſenſes are ever drawing 
away the ſoul from God and heaven, and 
breaking in upon its divine repoſe and joy: and 
while we are ſurrounded with a thouſand dan- 
gers, we cannot be {aid to dwell in perfect 
peace. The follies and the crimes of others af- 


flict the ſoul of a good man, and put him to 


pain, as the“ righteous ſoul of Lot was vex- 
ed in Sodom from day to day with their un- 
lawful deeds,” 2 Pet. ii. 8. The greater vex- 
ations, and the little teazing accidents of life 
that attend us, diſturb the ſacred reſt of the 
ſaint, and ruffle or wound his ſpirit. And the 
beſt of men on this account are ſometimes rea- 
dy to cry out with David, Pſal. cxx. 5, 6, Wo 
is me that I dwell in Meſhech, and ſojourn in 

the 


4 4+ 0 - Do ons —_ ———— 


: 
F * 
1 


82 THE HAPPINESST OF 


the tents of Kedar: My foul hath long dwelt 
with them that hate peace. O that 1 had 
wings like a dove, for then would I fly away, 
and be at reſt,” Pſal. lv, 6. 

And ſometimes God himſelf is abſent from 
the ſoul that longs after him; he hides his face, 
and then who can behold it? We are ſmitten 
with a ſenſe of fin, and the conſcience is reſt- 
les. We wander from thing to thing in much 
confuſion of ipirit; we go from providences to 
ordinances, from one word in the bible to a- 
nother, from fſelt-examination and inward guilt, 
to the blood of Chriſt and the mercy of the Fa- 
ther; and it may be outward ſorrows fall on 
us at the ſame time, guilt and judgment at- 
tend us at once: Ihe deep of affliction calls to 
the deep of fin © at the noiſe of the floods of 
divine anger,” Pal. xlii. . We are kept in 
the dark tor a ſeaſon, and we ſee not the light 
of his countenance, nor know our own inter- 
eſt in his love. We go forward as Job did. 
but he is not chere, and backward, but we 
cannot perceive lum,” &c. All the comfort 
that a good man hath at tuch « ſeaſon, is to 
appeal to God, that * he knoweth the way that 
take; when he hath tried me,” 1 kumbly hope 
I ſhall come forth as gold,” Job xxiti. $, 9, 
10. 

But the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, are 
in peaceful and joyous circumitances;z they 

know 


SEPARATE SPIRITS. 23 


know God, for they ſec his face; they know 
that they love him, for they feel and enjoy it 
as the warmeſt and ſweeteſt affection of their 
hearts: and they are ſure God loves them too; 
for every moment they taſte hus love, and live 
upon it in all the rich varieties of its manifeſ- 
tation, 

O! what unknown and endleſs ſatisfactions 
of mind ariſe from a full aſſurance of the love 
of God! What tongue can expreſs, or what 
heart can conceive the ſacred pleaſure that fills 
every ſoul in heaven, under the immediate im- 
preſſions of divine love! When the poor, trem- 
bling, doubting believer, that knew himſelf to 
be infinitely unworthy of the favour of God, 
or of the meaneſt place in his houſe, ſhall be 
acknowledged as a fon in the midit of his Fa- 
ther's court on high, and amongſt millions of 
congratulating angels ! 

No clond thall ever interpoſe, no melancho- 
ly gloom, no ſhadow of darkneſs ſhall ever a- 
riſe in thoſe regions; for the countenance of 
God, like the ſun in its higheſt ſtrength, ſhall 
ſhine and ſmile upon them for ever. And 
through the length of all their immortality, 
there ſhall not be the leaſt interruption of the 
ſweet intercourſe of love, on God's fide, or en 
theirs. 

In that world there is no ſorrow, for there 
is no fin; the inhabitants of that city, of the 

heavenly 
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heavenly Jeruſalem, * ſhall never ſay, I am 
lick; for the people that dwell therein ſhall be 
forgiven their iniquity,” Iſa. xxxiii. 24. When 
the righteous are diſmiſſed from this fleſh, they 
enter into peace, their bodies reſt in their 
beds of earth, and ther ſpirits walk in heaven, 
* each one in his own uprightneſs,” Iſa. Ivii, 
2. 

And as there is no fin within them to ren- 
der them uneaſy, ſo there is no troubleſome 
gueſt, no evil attendant without them, that 
can give them tear or pain; no ſinners to vex 
them, no tempter to deceive them, no ſpirit 
of hell to devour or deſtroy : Ia. xxxv. 9, 10. 
* No lion ſhall be there, nor any ravenous 
beaſt ſhall go up thereon, it ſhall not be found 
there: but the redeemed ſhall walk there. 
And the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, 
and come to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting 
Joy upon tlicir heads: they ſhall obtain joy 
and gladneis, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee 
away.” 

God himſelf ſhall never be abfent, and the 
they cannot be unhappy. They © behold his 
face in righteouſneſs, and they are ſatisfied 
when they awake with his likeneſs,” Pſal. xvii. 
ult. When they leave this world of dreams 
and ſhadows, and awake into that bright 
world of ſpirits, they behold the face of God, 
and are made like him, as well as when their 

bodies 
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bodics ſhall awake out of the duſt of death in 
the morning of the reſurrection, formed in the 
image of the bleſſed Jeſus. That glorions ſcrip- 
ture in Rev. xxi. 2, 4. (be the ſenſe of it what 
it will) can never be fulfilled in more glory on 
earth than belongs to the ſtate of heaven : 
& The tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his 
people, and God himſelf ſhall be with them, 
and be their God. And God ſhall wipe away 
all tea: from their eyes; and there [hal! be no 


more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, nei- 


ther ſhall there be any more pain: for the tor- 
mer things are paſled away.” 

The ſaints above fee thur blefied Lord and 
Saviour in all his cxaltcd glorics, and they are 
with him where he is, according to his own 
prayer and his own promiſe, John xvit. 24. 
and xiv. 3. They are © abſent from the body, 
and preſent with the Lord.” They have e- 
ſteemed him on earth above all things, and 
longed after the fight of his face, © whom 
having not ſeen they loved,“ 1 Pet. i. 8. but 
now they behold him, the dear Redcemer that 
rave his lite and blood for them, © they re- 
joice with joy much more unſpeakable and full 
of ſuperior glory.” F 

Thus I have thewn wherein “ this perfection 
of ſpirits” in heaven conſiſts. It is a high and 
glorious degree of all thoſe excellencies and 

II privileges 
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privileges te y were bleiled with on Cart, 
without any mixture of the contrary evil. It 
is a perfection ot knowledge, Lolinels and 
joy. 

And can'it thou hear of all this glory, O 
my ſoul, and medicate of all this joy, and yct 


cleave to the cath and duſt ſtiil? Ilaſt thou 


not often mourn'd over thy ignorance, and 
felt a ſenüble pain in the narrownets, the dak— 
neſs, and the coniufion of thy ideas, after t!: 

utmoſt fſiretch and labour of tou, ht? "WS 
little doſt thou know of the cllence of God, 
even thy God, and how little of the two united 
natures of Jeſus thy beloved Saviour? How 
ſmall and ſcanty 15 thy knowicdge of thylclt 


i 
4 Mm 


and of all thy fellow-ſpirits, Mhile thou art 
e 


here impriſoned in a cottage of clay? And art 
thou willing to abide in this dark pritog ſtill, 
with all thy follies and miſtakes about thee ? 
Docs, not the land of light above invite thy 
longing and awaken thy deſires; thoſe bright 
here knowledge is made ates. an! 
where thy God and thy Redecmer are ſcen 
without a veil? 

And is not tac perfect holineſs ot heaven 
another allurement to thee, O my foul? Doi 
thou not ſtretch thy wings for flight at the 
very mention of x © world without temptation 
and without fin ?”” How often hait thou groan- 
ed _ under the burden of thy guilt, and the 
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body of death? How hard haſt thou wreſtled 


with thy inbred iniquities? An hourly war, 


nd a long toilſome conflict: How haſt thou 
mourned in ſecret, and complained to thy Ged 
of theſe reſtleſs inward enemies of thy peace? 
And art thou fo backward {ill to enter into 
thoſe peacctul regions where theſe enemies can 
never come, and where battle and war are 
known no more, but pertect and everlaſting 
holineſs adorns the inhabitants, and crowns cf 
victory and triumph? | 

' O the tſhatter'd and 1mperiect devotion of 
tie beſt ſaints on earth! O the feeble flutter- 


ing efforts of praiſe! What poor hallclujahs 


. we ſend up to heaven on notes of diſcord, and 


as 1t were, on broken ſtrings : Art thou not 
willing, O my ſoul, to honour thy God and 
thy Saviour with ſweeter harmony? and yet 
what a reluctance doſt thou ſhew to enter into 
that world of joy and praiſe, becauſe the dark 
ſhadow of death hangs over the paſſage? Come, 
awake, ariſe, ſhake off thy fears; and let the 
ſenſe and notice of what the ſpirits of the juſt 
above enjoy, raiſe thy courage, and excite thee 
to meet the firit ſummons with ſacred delight 
and rapture. 

But I fear I have dwelt too long upon theſe 
three laſt particulars, becauſe they are matters 
of more obvious notice, and more frequent 


diſcourſe ; yet they are ſo entertaining, that ! 
Il 2 knew 
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knew ret how to leave them. But I would 
rot ſpend all my time on common topics, while 
| am paying honour to the memory of an un- 
common Chriſtian.“ 

| procecd therefore to the next general 


head. 


e II. 


DF the carts kinds and degrees of the emplcy- 


# , 
ner ts and plea} ures of heaven. 


= Aving fhewn that by the © ſpirits of juſt 
men” in my text, we are to underitand 
the ſouls of all the pious and the good that 
have left the body ;” and having deſcribed 
their perfection as a ſtate of“ complete know- 
ledge, holine!s and joy ;”” the third thing I am 
to conlider, is, What fort of perfection this 
is, or what are ſome of © the ſpecial charac- 
ters of it.” And here I beg your attention to 
{ome plcating ſpeculations which are agreeable 
to the word of God, and to the nature and 
reaſon of things, and which have often given 
my thoughts a facrcd entertainment. 


I. It is ſuch a perfection as admits of great 
variety of employments and pleatures, accord- 
ing to the various turn and genius of cach par- 
ticular 
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ticular ſpirit. For the word ferfedion does not 
neceflarily imply a ſtate of univerfal and con- 
ſtant uniformity. 

That the mind of every man here on carth 
has a different turn and genius, and pecuhar 
manner of thought, is, evident to cvery wile 
oblerver. And why thould not every pious 
mind or ſpirit carry to heaven with it ſo much 
ot that turn and manner, as is natural and in- 
nocent ! 

grant it is a poſſible thing, that many dif- 
ferent genius's of men on carth may perhaps be 
2ccounted for by the different conſtitution of 
the body, the frame of the brain, and the va- 
rious texture of the nerves, or may be aſcribed 
to the coarler or finer blood, and corporeal ſpi- 
Tits; as well as to dilterent forms of educa- 
tion and cuſtom, &. Theſe may be able to 
produce a wondrous variety in the tempers and 
turns of inclination, even though all ſouls 
were originally the fame: But 1 dare not al- 
{ert that there is no difference betwixt the ſouls 
themſclves at theit firſt creation and union 
with the body. There are ſome conſiderations 
would lead one to believe, that there are real 
diverſities of genius among the ſpirits themſelves 
in their own nature. 

God, the great Creator, hath ſcemed to de- 
light himſelf in a rich variety of productions 
in all his worlds which we are acquainted with. 

Il 3 Let 
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Let us make a pauſe here, and ſtand ſtill and 
ſurvey the overflowing riches of his wiſdom, 
which arc laid out on this little ſpot of his 
valt dominions, this earthly globe on which 
we tread; aud we may imagine the ſame va- 
ricty and riches overipreading all thoſe upper 
worlds which we call planets or ſtars. 

What an amazing multiplicity of kinds of 
creatures dwell on this carth! It we ſearch the 
animated world ard ſurvey it, we ſhall find there 
are ſome that fly, tome that creep or ſlide, and 
tome walk on feet, or run: and every fort of 
animals clothed with a proper covering ; ſome 
of them more gay and magnificent in their at- 
tire than Solomon in all his glory; and each of 
them turniſhed with limbs, powers and pro- 
perties fitted for their own ſupport, conve- 
nience and ſafety. How various are the kinds 
of birds and bcaſts that paſs daily before our 
eyes: The fields and the woods, the foreſts 
and the deſerts, have their diflerent inhabi— 
tants. The ſavage and the domeſtic animals, 


how numerous they are! and the fowls both 


wild and tame: What riches of drels and 
drapery are provided to clothe them in all their 
proper habits of nature? What an infinite 
number of painted infects fill the air, and over- 
ſpread the ground? What bright ſpangles a- 
dorn their little bodies and their wings, when 
they appear in their fummer livery ? What in- 

terwoven 
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terwoven ſtreaks of ſcarlet beauty mingled 
with green and gold? We behold a ſtrange 
profuſion of divine wiſdom yearly in our own 
climate, in theſe little animated crumbs of clay, 
as well as in the animals of larger ſize. And 
yet there are multitudes of new ſtrange crea- 
tures that we read ot in the narratives of fo- 
reign countries: And what a vaſt profuſion of 
entertainments for them all? How are the 
mountains and meadows adorned with a fur- 
prizing plenty ot grafts and herbs, fruits and 
flowers almoſt inhnite, for the uſe of man and 


meaner animals? 


In the world of waters a thouſand unknown 
creatures ſwim and ſport themtelves, and leap 
with excels of lite even in the treezing ſeas : 
Millions of inhabitants range through that li— 
quid wildernets, with ſwitteſt motion, and in 
the wonders of their frame and nature proclaim 
the (kill of an Almighty Maker Others of the 
watry kind are but halt alive, and are toſſed 
trom place to place by the heaving ocean. 
Think of the Leviathan, the ecl, and the 
oyſter, and tell me it God has not ſhewn a rich 
vanicty of contrivance in them: And as vari- 
ous as their nature is, ſo various is the means 
of their life; proper beds of lodging are pro- 
vided for them, and yaricty of food ſuited to 
uphold every nature. 

| Minkind 
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Mankind is a world of itſelf, made up of 
the mingled or united natures of fleſh and fpi- 
rit. What an infinite diflerence of faces and 
features among the ſons and daughters of men; 
And how much more various are the turns of 
their appetites, tempers and inclinations, their 
humours and paſlions? And what glorious em- 
ployment hath divine Witdom ordained for it— 
ſelf, in traming theie millions ot creatures with 
underſtandings and wills of ſo unconceivable 
a varicty, ſo vaſt a G:iiicrence of genius and in- 
clination, to be the tubjects of its providential 
government? And what a ſurprizing harmony 
is there in the immenie and incomprehenſible 
ſcheme of divine countels, ariüng from the va- 
rious ſtations ard bulineſies of nien ſo infinitely 
diveriucd and diſtinct from one another, and 
centring in one great end, the divine glory: 
An amazing contrivance, and a defign worthy 
of God! 

Nor is the pure intellectual world alone deſti- 
tute of this deligl.ttul variety ? ls the nature 
of ſpirits utterly uncapable of this diverſity and 
beauty, without the aids of fleſh and blood! 
Hath the wiidom of God diiplayed no riches of 
contrivance there? And muſt there be ſuch a 
dull uniformity no where but in the country 
where ſpirits dwell, ſpirits, the nobleſt part of 
God's creation and dominion ? Jas he poured 
out all the various glorics of divine art and 


work- 
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workmanſhip in the inanimate and brutal or 
animal world, and left the higher fort of crea- 
tures all of one genius and one turn and mold, 
to repleniſh all the intellectual regions? Sure— 
ly it is hard to belicve it. 

In the world of angels we find various kinds 
ind orders. St. Paul tells us of © thrones, 
and dominions, and principalities,”” Col. i. 16. 
and St. Peter ſpeaks of © angels, and authori- 
ties and powers,” 1 Pet. iii. 22. and in other 
parts of the word of God we read the names 
of an Arch-angel, a Scraph, and a Cherub. 
And no doubt, as their degrees and ſtations in 
the heavenly world differ from each other, ſo 
their talents and genius's to ſuſtain thoſe dit- 
ferent ſtations are very various, and exactly 
ſuited to their charge and bũſineſs. And it is 
no improbable thought, that the ſouls of men 
differ from each other as much as angels. 

But if there were no difference at firſt be- 
twixt the turn and genius of different ſpirits 
in their original formation, yet this we are 
ſure of, that God deſigned their habitation in 
fleſh and blood, and their paſſage through this 
world as the means to form and fit them for 
various ſtations in the unknown world of ſpi- 


. rits, Ihe ſouls of men having dwelt many 


years in particular bodies, have been influen- 
ced and habituated to particular turns of 
thought, both according to the various conſti— 

tutions 
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tutions of thoſe boclies, and the more vations 

ſtudies and bulineſles, and occurrences of life. 
Surely then we may with reafon ſuppoſe the 
ſpirits departing from fleth to carry with them 
jome bent and inclination towards various Pl. a- 
{fares and employments. 

So we may reaſonably imagine each ſinful 
ſpirit that leaves the body, to be more abun- 
dantly inflamed with thoſe particular vices 
Which it indulged here, whether ambition, or 
pride, or covetouſneſs, or malice, or envy, or 
averſion to God, and to all goodnets: and 
their various torts of puniſhments may ante 
from their own variety of luſts, giving each of 
them a peculiar 1nward torment. 

And why may not the ſpirits of the juſt 
made perfect have the ſame variety of taſte and 
pleaſure in that happy world abox e, according 
as they are fitted for various kinds of ſacred 
entertainments in their ſtate of preparation, and 
during their reſidence in fleſh and blood? “ He 
that has wroug ht us for the ſelf-ſame thing is 
God,“ 2 Cor. v. 5. | 

In the world ot human ſpirits made perfect, 
David and Moſes dwell: ow th of them were 
trained up in feeding the locks of their fathers 
in the wilderneſs, to feed and to rule the na- 
tion of liracl, the choſen flock of God. And 


may we not ſuppoſe them alſo trained up in 


the arts of holy government on carth, to be 
the 


- 
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the chiefs of ſome blehied army, ſome ſacred 
tive in heaven? They were directors of the 
forms of worſhip in tie church below under 
divine inſpiration: And might not that ft 
them to become leaders of ſome celeſtial af- 
ſembly, When a multit; ade of the fons of God 
above come at ltated ſcafons to 3 them— 
(yes before the throne? Noth of them knew 
how to celebrate the praite of their Creator in 
ſacred melody; but David was the chief of 
mortals in this harmozious work: And may 
we not imagine that he is or ſhail be a matter 
of heavenly muſick, before or after the reſur- 
rection, and teach ſome of the chews above to 
tune their harps to the © Lamb that was 
lain?“ 

But to come down to More modern times, 
Is there not a Boyle“ and a Ray f in heaven? 
Piovs fouls who were trained up in fanctified 
niloſophy; and ſurely they are ſitted bey ond 
Nur fellow iaints, to contemplate the wiſdom 


— — — 


of God in tlic works of his hands. Is there not 
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a More * and a Howe, that have exerciſed 
their minds in an uncommon acquaintance 
with the world of ſpirits? And doubtleſs their 
thoughts are refined and improved in the up- 
per world, and yet ſtill engaged in the ſame 
purſuit. There is alſo a Goodwin } and an 
Owen ||, who have laid out the vigour of their 
Inquiries in the glorics and wonders of the per- 
ſon of C:1x1sT, his bloody ſacrifice, his dying 
love, and his exalted ſtation at the right hand 
of God. The firit ct thefe, with a penetrating 
genius, traced out many a new and uncom- 
mon thought, aud made rich diſcoveries by 
digging in the mines of ſcripture. The latter 
of them humbly purſued and confirmed divine 
truth; and both of them were eminent in 
promoting faith and piety, ſpiritual peace and 
joy, upon the principles ot grace aud the go— 
ſpel. Their labours in ſome of theſe ſubjects, 
no doubt, have prepared them for ſome cor- 
reſpondent peculiarities in the ſtate of glory. 
For though the doctrines of the e, the prieſt- 
hid, and the grace oi Chuilt, arc themes which 


all 


* Dr. Ferry More, a cret (ar her into the world of ſjirits, and 2 
pious di ine cf ehe church of Frgiind 

f Mr. John Howe, + name cl known and bel ly l.nouted for his 
ſazaciry of thought, hi: exaitcd ideas, end converle with the ſpiritual 
wor. as »pprars in lis writigs 

Dr Thon Coden An, 

Dr. John Owen, tao famous divines of prime reputation among the 
churches in the af} cent ary. 
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all the glorified fouls converſe with and rejoice 
in; yet ſpirits that have been trained up in 
them with peculiar delight for forty or fifty 
years, and devoted moſt of their time to thet? 
bleſſed contemplations, have ſurely gained foams 
advantage by it, ſome pecuhar fitucls to re— 
cave the heavenly illuminations of theſe my{t-- 
ries above their tellow-ſpirits. 

Tacre is allo the ſoul of an ancient Euteli 
us „, and the liter ſpirits of an Ulter + and 1 
Burnet ?, who have entertained themſelves and 
the world with the“ ſacred hiſtories of the 
church,“ and the wonders of divine Provi- 
dence in its preſervation and recovery. There 
is a Tiliotfon ||, that has cultivated the ſubjects 
of Holineſs, Peace and Love, by his pen and 
Ins practice: There is a Baxter 5, that has 
wrought hard for an end of controverſies, and 
laboured with much zeal for the converſion ot 

| fouls, 


* Fuſeb'us, ove of the fathers of the riſllan church, who wrote the 
tylnry of the prin itive ages of Cha Hat ity. 

+ Dr. | hn Uſher, in the la! century mchMmhop of Ardmagh, who 
chroyol ical writings and his piety have rendered his name honourable in 


the world 
t Dr. Cilbert Burnet, lite biſhop of Saliſbury whoſe ſcrious religion, 


and zeal to pron gte it amoyvy the clergy, made him almolt as famous a; 
hu Hi ary of the Egli reformation, 
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fouls, though with much more cen in the 
laſt than in the firſt. 

Now though all the ſpirits in heaven enjoy 
the general happineſs of the love of God and 
Chriſt, and the pleaſurable review of Provi- 
dence ; yet may we not ſuppoſe theſe ſpirits 
have ſome ſpecial circumſtances of ſacred plea- 
ſure, ſuited to their labours and ſtudies in their 
ſlate of trial on earth? For the church on earth 
is but a training- ſchool for the church on high, 
and as it were a tiring-room in which we are 
dreſt in proper habits for our appearance and 
our places in that bright aſſembly. 

But ſome will reprove me here, and ſay, 
What mult none but miniſters and authors, 
and learned men have their diſtinguiſhed re- 
wards and glorics in the world of ſpirits? 
May not artihcers, and traders, and pious 
women be fitted by their character and conduct 
on carth for peculiar ſtations and employments 
in heaven? 

Yes doubtleſs, their zeal for the honour of 
God, their fervent love to Chriſt, their patience 
under long trials, and the varicty of thcir 
graces exerciled according to their ſtations on 
earth, may render them peculiarly fitted for 
ſpecial rewards on high: The witdom of God 
will not be at a lofs to find out diſtinguiſhing 
pleatures to recompence them all; though 
where the very ſtation and buſineſs of this life 

15 
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is ſuch as makes a nearer approach to the bleſ- 
ſedneſs and buſineſs of heaven, it is much eaſier 
for us to gucts at the nature of that future re- 
compence. 

Let me aſk my own ſoul then, “ Soul, what 
„art thou buſy about? What is thy chief em- 
„ ployment during thy preſent ſtate of trial? 
„ hope thou art not making proviſion for 
« the fleſh to full the luſts thereof; for then 
thou art fit for no place in heaven, the doors 
« will be for ever ſhut againſt thee. But what 
« ſpecial works of the Spirit art thou engaged 
in? Doſt thou redeem what hours thou art 
« able, from the neceſſary buſineſſes of life, 
« to do more immediate ſervice for God, to 
* converſe with things heavenly? Art thou 
„ feeking to gain a proper meetneſs for the 
« ſublimer employments of that upper world, 
« and a reliſh of the moſt refined pleaſures ?” 

But I proceed to the 2d particular. 


II. The perfection of the ſpirits above, not 
only admits of a rich variety of entertain» 
ments, according to the various reliſh and in- 
clination of the bleſſed, but it is ſuch a perfection 
as * allows of different degrees, even in the 
game bleſſedneſs, according to the different 
capacities of ſpirits, and their different de- 
* grees of preparation.” The word perfec- 


tion docs not always require equality. 
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I: all the fouls in heaven were of one mold 
and make, and inclination, yet there may be 
diticrent lizes of capacity cvcn in the ſame ge- 
nius, and a diflerent degree of preparation tor 
the lame delights and enjoyments: Therctore 
though all the ſpirits of the juſt were uniform 
in ther natures and pleatures, and all perfect; 
vet one ſpirit may poſſeſs more happineſs and 
glory than another, becauſe it is more capa— 
cious of intellectual bleſſings, and better pre- 
pared for them. So when veſlels of various 
lire are thrown into the fame ocean, there 
will be a great diftcrence in the quantity of the 
quid which they recave, though all might 
be full to the brim, and all made of the richeſt 
metal. 

Now there is much evidence of this truth 
in the holy ſcripture, Our Saviour intimates 
ſuch differences of rewards in ſeveral of las 
expreſſions. Matt. xix. 28. he promiſes the 
apoſtles, that they“ ſhall fit on twelve throncs, 
judging the twelve tiibes of Iſracl.“ Aud 
it is probable this may denote ſomething ot 
ſuperior honour or dignity above the meanett 
of the ſaints. And even among the apolics 
thcmiclves he ſeems to allow ot a ditlterence ; 
tor though he would not promiſe James and 
John to ſit next to him, © on his right hand 
and his left in his kingdom,” Matt. xx. 20, 
Oc. yet he docs not deny that there are ſuch 

| diſtinct 
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diſtin dignities, but ſays, © It ſhall be given 
to them for whom it is prepared of his Fa- 
ther,“ ver. 23. 

Again, our Lord ſays, Matt. x. 41, 42. He 
that reccives a prophet,” and entertains him 
as a prophet, “ ſhall have a prophet's reward;“ 
and he that entertains a © righteous man,“ a- 
greeable to his character, and from a real eſteem 


of his tighteouſneſs, “ ſhall have a righteous 


man's reward :” And even the meaneſt ſort of 
entertainment, © a cup of cold water given to 
a diſciple,” for the ſake of his character, ſhall 
not go without ſome reward. Here are three 
ſorts or degrees of reward mentioned, extend- 
ing to the life to come, as well as to this lite : 
Now though neither of them can be merited 
by works, but all are entirely conterred by 
grace, yet, as one obſerves here, © The Lord 
has fixed a proportion between the work and 
* the reward; ſo that as one has different de- 
grees of goodneſs, the other ſhall have dif- 
* ferent degrees of excellency.“ 

Our Saviour aſſures us, that the torments of 
hell ſhall admit of various degrees and diſtinc- 
tions; ſome will be more exquilite and terrible 
than others: It ſhall be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judg- 
ment,“ who never ſinned againſt half fo much 
light, than it (hall be tor Chorazin, Bethtaida, 
and Capernaum, where Chiilk himſelf had 


i 
[ ay | UEREINITE 


102 THE HAPPINESS OF 
preached lis goſpel, and confirmed it with 
moſt evident miracles; Matt. Xi. 21,=24. 
And the “ ſervants who did net the will of 
their Lord, ſhall be beaten with more or fewer 
itripes,“ according to their diticrent degrees of 
knowledge and advantages of inſtruction; Luke 
Xii. 47, 48. Now may we net by a parallel 
realoning, ſuppote there will be various orders 
and degrees of reward in heaven, as well as 


pumiſament in hell; fince there is ſcarce a 


greater varicty among the degrees of Wicked- 
nels among ſinners on carth, than there is of 
holineſs among the ſaints ? 

When the apoſile is defcribing the glorics of 
the body at the great reſurrection, he feems to 
repreſent the dificrences of glory that ſhall be 
conferred on different ſaints, by the difference 
of the great luminaries of heaven: 1 Cor. xv. 
41, 42. © There is one glory of the ſun, ano- 
ther glory of the moon, and another glury of 
the ſtars; for one ſtar differs from another in 
glory: ſo allo is the reſurrection of the dead.“ 

The prophet Daniel led the way to this de— 
ſcription, and the ſame Spirit taught the apoſtle 
the fame language: Dan. xii. 2, 3. And 
many of them that ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth, ſhall awake, ſome to cverlaſting life, and 
tome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt; and 
they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine,” with uncom- 
mon glory, “as the brightnc% of the ſirma- 

u- ent; 


SEPARATE SPIRITS. 103 


ment; and they that turn many to righteout- 
nels,“ ſhall. have a peculiar luitre © as the ſtars, 
for ever and ever.” And if there be a dif- 
ference in the viſible glories of the faints at the 
reſurrection, it thoſe who * turn many to 
righteoutnels”” fhall ſparkle, in that day, with 
brighter beams than thote who are only wite 
for their own ſalvation ; the ſame reaſon leads 
us to believe a difference of ſpiritual glory in 
the ſtate of ſeparate ſpirits, when the recom- 
pence of their labour is begun. 

So, 1 Cor. iii. 8. © He that planteth, and 
he that watcreth, are one; and every min 
mall receive his own reward according to his 
own labour.” If all be rewarded alike, the 
apoſtle would not have faid, * each man fhall 
receive according to his own labour.“ Surely 
ſince there is a diſtinction of labours, there will 
be a diſtinction of rewards too. 

And it is with this view that the fame apoſtla 
exhorts the Corinthians, 1 Epitt. xv. ult. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ve know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” Now 
that great labour and diligence, that ſte. £.t- 
nels in profeſſion, and that zeal in practice, 
to which the apoſtle exhorts them, might feem 
to be in vain, if tho who were far lets la- 

borious, 
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borious, leſs zealous, and leſs ſtedfaſt, ſhould 
obtain an equal recompence. 

It is upon the ſame principle that he en- 
courages them to holy patience under afllic- 
tive trials, 2 Cor. iv. 17. when he ſays, Our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more excecding and cter. 
nal weight of glory ; while we look not to the 
things that are ſcen, and temporal, but to the 
things inviſible and eternal.” Now if the 
ſaint, who was called to heaven almoſt as ſoon 
as he was made a Chriſtian, and went through 
no ſufferings, ſhould poſſeſs the ſame weight 
of glory with the martyrs and confeſſors, un- 
der the long and tedious train of cruelties 
which they ſuſtained from men, or painful 
trials from the hand of God; I cannot fee 
how their afflictions could be ſaid to © work 
for them a far more excceding weight of g.v- 
ry.” 

He urges them alſo to great degrees of h- 
berality from the fame motive; 2 Cor. x. 6. 
* This I ſay, he that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall 
reap alſo iparingly; and he which ſoweth 
bountifully, ſhall reap alſo bountifully.“ Which 
words may reaſonably be conftrued to ſignity 
the bleſiings of the lite to come, as well as the 
bleſlings of the preſent life; for this apolile 
ſpeaking of the fame duty of libcrality, ex- 
relics the fume cncomngement under the ſame 

mctaphors ; 
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' metaphors ; Gal. vi. 6, 7, 2, 9. © Let him that 


is taught in the word, communicate to him 
that teacheth in all good things. Be not de- 
ccived, God is not mocked; for whatſoever a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap: For he 
that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap 
corruption; but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, 
ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. And 
let us not be weary in well-doing; for in due 
ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not.” When 
God dittributcs the riches of his glory amongſt 
the ſaints in heaven, he pours them out in a 
large and bountiful manner upon thoſe who 
have diſtributed the good things of this life 


bountifully to the poor; but he rewards the 


narrow-ſoulcd Chriſtian with a more ſparing 
hand. -; ST 
With the ſame deſign does the apoſtle en- 
courage Chriſtians to great watchfulneſs againſt 
lin and hereſy, as well as miniſters to a ſoli- 
citous care of their doctrine and preaching z 
1 Cor. iji. t2—15. If any man build gold, 
ſilver, or precious ſtones upon the true ſoun- 
dation of Jeſus Chriſt,” and raiſe a glorious 
ſuperſtruQure of Huth and holinets, © he ſhall 
receive a reward” anſwerable to his ſkill- and 
care in building; for his work ſhall ſtand, 
when it is tried by the fire of the judgment- 
day : But if he build wood, hay, and ſtub- 
ble upon it,” evil inferences, and corrupt 
Tn practices, 
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practices, or trifles, fruitleſs controverlics, idle 
ſpeculations, and vain ceremonies, * his work 
ſhall be burnt, and he ſha!l ſuffer loſs,“ ſhall 
obtain a far leſs recompence of his labour: 
Yet, ſince he has“ laid Chriſt for the founda- 
tion,“ and has taught and practiſed the funda- 
mental doctrines and duties of Chriſtanity, 
though mingled with much folly and weak- 
neſs, he himſclt ſhall be tavel;” vet in fo 
hazardous a manner as a man that is “ ſaved 
by fire,” who loſes all his goods, and jult eſcapes 
with his life. 75 
When you hear St. Paul or St. John ſpeak- 
ing of the laſt judgment, they give hints of 
the ſame diſtinction of rewards ; 2 Cor. v. 10. 
For we muſt all appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt; that every one may reccive the 
things done in his body, according te that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” Eph. 
vi. 8. Whatſoever good thing any man doth, 
the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whether 
ne be bond or frec.” Rev. xxii. 12. And 
behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his 
work ſhall be.” Though the higheſt and ho- 
lieſt faint in heaven can claim nothing there by 
the way of merit, (for it is our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt alone, who has purchaſed all thoſe un- 
known bleſſings) yet he will diſtribute them 
according to the different characters and de- 
grees 
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zrees of holineſs which his ſaints pofiefſed on 
earth; and thoſe larger degrees of holineſs 
were alſo the free gift of God our Saviour. 

| have often repreſented it to my own 
thoughts under this compariſun. Here is a 
race appointed; here are a thouſand different 
prizes, purchaſed by ſome prince to be beſtow- 
ed on the racers: And the prince himſelt 
zives them food and wine, according to what 
proportion he pleaſes, to ſtrengthen and ani- 
mate them for the race. Each has a particu- 
lar ſtage appointed for hum; ſome of ſhorter, 
and ſome of longer diſtance. When every ra- 
cer comes to his own goal, he receives a prize 
in moſt exact proportion to his ſpeed, dili- 
gence, and length ot race: And the grace and 
the juſtice of the prince ſhine glorioully in 
ſuch a diſtribution. Not the foremoſt of the 
raccrs can pretend to have merited the prize; 
for the prizes were ali paid for by the prince 
himſelf: and it was he that appointed the race, 
and gave them ſpirit and ſtrength to run: and 
vet there is a moſt equitable proportion obſerv- 
el in the reward, according to the labours of 
the race. Now this ſimilitude repreſents the 
matter ſo agrecable to the apoſile's way of 
peaking, when he compares the chriſtian life 
tO a race, 1 Cor. xi. 24. . Gal. v. 7. 
lip. lit. 14. 2 Tim. iv. 7. Heb. xi: 1. that l 
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| think it may be called almoſt a ſcriptural de- 

| 1cription of the preſent ſubject. 
| "| The feafon of man and the light of nature, 
1 F entirely concur with ſcripture in this point, 
5 The glory of heaven is prepared for thoſe who 
| are prepared for ic in a ſtate of grace, Rom. ix, 
[1 23. lt is God who makes each of us meet 


"1 for our own inheritance among the ſaints in 
| light,” Col. 1. 12. and then he beſtows on us 
| that inheritance. As grace fits the ſoul for 
| glory, ſo a larger degree ot grace advances and 
widens the capacity of the ſoul, and prepares 
it to receive a larger degree of glory. The 
work of grace is but the means, the reward of 
glory is the end: Now the witdom of God al- 
ways fits and adjuſts the means in a due pro- 
T7 portion to an{wer the end he deſigns; and the 
ſame wiſdom ever makes the end anſwerable to 
; the means he uſeth; and therefore he infuſcs 


more and higher glories into veſicls more en- 
7+ larged and better prepared. 
144 Some of the ſpirits in heaven may be train- ! 
195 ed up by their ſtations and ſacred ſervices on iff * 
i 3 earth for more clevited employments and joys 


on high, Can we imagine that the foul of * 
David, the ſweet pſalmiſt, the prophet and the 
king of liract, is not fitted by all Is Jabours ! 
and trials, all his raptures of faith, and love, 
and zeal, for ſome ſublimer devotion and nobler || | 
buſineſs than his own infant-child, the fruit ot] | 
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his adultery ? And yet our divines have gene- 
rally placed this child in heaven, becauſe Da- 
vid ceaſed to mourn for him at his death, and 
ſad, that he himſelf “ ſhould go to him?“ 
: Sam Kii. 20, 23. Deborah, the propheteſs, 
judged Iſrael, ſhe animated their armies, and 
ſung their victories: Is not Deborah engaged 
in ſome more illuſtrious employment among 
the heavenly tribes, that good Dorcas may ſeem 
tr be capable of, whoſe highe!t chuacter upon 
record is, that ſhe “ was full of alms-deed-, 
and made coats and garments for the poor!“ 
Acts ix. 36, 39. And yet perhaps Dorcas is 
prepared too for ſome greater enjoyments, fome 
ſweeter reliſh of mercy, or ſome ſpecial taſte oc 
the divine goodneſs above Rahab rhe harlot; 
Rahab, whoſe younger character was lewd and 
infamous, and the beſt thing that we read of 
her is, that her faith under the preſent terror 
of the armics of lſracl, taught her once to co- 
ver and conceal their ſpies: and nnlefs ſhe made 
great advances afterward in grace, ſurely her 
place 1s not very high in glory. 

The worthip of heaven, and the joy that at 
tends it, maybe exceedingly different in de- 
grees according to the different capacity of ſpi- 
rits; and yet all mày be perfect and free from 
linful defects. Does not the ſparrow praiſe 
the Lord its Maker upon the ridge of a cot- 
tage, chirping in its native perfection? Ant 

X 12 
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yet the lark advances in her flight and her ſong 
as far above the ſparrow, as > the clouds are a- 
bove the houlſe-top. 

Surely fupenior joys and glorics mult belong 
to ſuperior powers and {crvices. 
Can we think that Abraham and Moſes, 
who were trained up in converſe with God 
* face to face, as a man converſes with his 
friend,” and who tollowed him through the 
wilderneſs and unknown countries in a glon- 
ous exerciſe of faith, were not prepared for a 
greater intimacy with God, and ncarer views of 
his glory in heaven, than Samſon and Jephthah, 
thoſe rude heroes, who being appointed of 
God for that ſervice, ſpent their days in bloody 
work, in hewing down the Philiſtines and the 
Ammonites? For we read little of their ac- 
quaintance with God, or converſe with him, 
beſide a petition now and then, or a vow for 
victory and for {laughter ; and we ſhould hard- 
ly have charity enough to believe they wee 
ſaved, if St. Paul had not placed them among 
the examples of faith in his cleventh chapter to 
the Hebrews. Can we ever believe that the 
% thick upon the croſs,” who ſpent his lite in 
plundering and miſchief, and made a ſingle 
though ſincere profeſſion of the name of Jctus 
juſt in his dying hour, was prepared for the 
ſame high ſtation and enjoyment in paradilc, 
ſo near the right hand ot Chriſt, as the great 
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apoſtle Paul, whole prayers and fermons, whoſe 
miracles of labour and ſuffering killed up and 
firiſhed a long life, and honoured his Lord and 
Saviour more than all the twelve apoſtles be- 
ſides? Can we imagine that the child that is 
juſt born into this world ut.der the friendly 
ſhadow of the covenant of grace, and weeps 
and dies, and is taken to heaven, is fit to be 
poſſeſſor of the ſame glories, or raiſed to the 
ame degrees there, as the ſtudious, the labo- 
1:0us, and the zealous Chriſtian, that has lived 
above fourſcore years on earth, and ſpent the 
greateſt part of his life in the ſtudies of reli- 
gion, the exerciſes of piety, and the zealous 
and painful ſervices of God and his country? 
Snrely, if all theſe which 1 have named muit 
have equal knowledge and joy in the future 
world, it is hard to find how ſuch an exact e- 
quity ſhall be diſplayed in the diſtribution of 
final rewards, as the word of God ſo frequent- 
ly deſcribes. 

Ol jection. But in the parable of the“ Iabour- 
ers hired to work in the vineyard,” Matt. xx. 
9,—12. does not © every man receive his pen- 
ny,” they who were called at the firſt and third 
hour, and they who were called at the laſt ? 
Were not their rewards all equal, thoſe who 
had“ wrought but one hour, and thoſe who 
had borne the burden and heat of the day?” 

K 2 Anfeoer. 
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Anfever. It is not the delign of this parable 
to repreſent the final rewards of the ſaints at 
the day of judgment, but to ſhew that the na- 
tion of the Jews, who Lad been called to be 
the pcople of God above a thouſand years be- 
tore, and had © borne the burden and heat of 
the day,“ that is, the toil and bondage of ma- 
ny ceremonics, ſhould have no preference in 
the eſtcem of God above the Gentiles, who 
were called at the laſt hour, or at the cnd of 
the Jewiſh diſpenſation ; for it is ſaid, ver. 16. 
the laſt ſhall be firſt, and the firſt laſt;“ that 
is, the Gentiles, who waitcd long ere the goſpel 
was preached to them, ſhall be the firſt in re- 
cciving it; and the Jews, to whom it was firſt 
offered, from an inward ſcorn and pride ſhall 
reject it, or receive it but flowly : And Chhtiſt 
adds this confirmation of it, for many be cal- 
led, but few choſen ;” that is, though multi- 
tudes of Jews were called to belicve in Chrilt, 
that few accepted the call. 

There 1s another reaſon why this parable 
cannot refer to the final rewards of heaven ; 
becauſe ver. 11. it is ſaid, ** Some of them 
murmured againſt the good man of the houle.” 
Now there ſhall} be no envy againſt their fel. 
low-ſaints, nor murmuring againſt God in the 
heavenly ſtate. But the Jews, and even the 
Jewiſh converts to Chriſtianity, were ready 
often to murmur that the goſpel ſhould be 
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preached to the Gentile world, and that the 
heathens thould be brought into privileges e- 
qual with themſelves. 

Thus it ſufficiently appears from the fre- 
quent declai ations of fcripture, as well as from 
the reaſon and equity of things, that the re- 
wards of the future world ſhall be greatly di- 
ſtinguiſhed according to the different degrees 
of holineſs and ſervice for God, even though 
every ſpirit there ſhall be perfect; nor is there 
any juſt and reaſonable objection againſt it. 

It 1s certain then, that heaven has vanous 
degrees of happineſs in it, and ſhall my ſpirit 
reſt contented with the meaneſt place there, 
and the leaſt and loweſt meaſure? Haſt thou 
no ſacred ambition in thee, O my foul, to fit 
down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob? Or doſt 
thou not aſpire at leaſt to the middle ranks of 
glorihed ſaints, though perhaps thou may'ft 
deſpair of thoſe molt exalted ſtations which are 
prepared for the ſpirits of chief renown, for 
Abraham and NMo'es of ancient time, and for 
the martyrs and the apoſtles of the Lamb? 
Wilt thou not ſtir up all the vigour of nature 
and grace within thee, to do great ſervice for 
thy God and thy Saviour an carth, that thy 
reward in heaven may not be ſmall ? Wilt thou 
not run with zcal and © patience the race that 
is ſet before thee, looking to the brighteſt 
cloud of witneſſes, and reaching at fome of 
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the richer prizes? Remember that Jeſus thy 
Judge is coming apace: He has rewards with 


him of every ſize, and the luſtre and weight 
of thy crown ſhall moſt exactly correſpond to 
thy ſweat and labour. 

But I muſt not dwell always on this head: 
I proceed therefore to the next. 


III. The ſpirits of the juſt in heaven enjoy 
ſuch a perfection as is conſiſtent with perpetual 
changes of buſincſs and delights, even in the 
{ame perlon or ſpirit. They may be always 
perfect, but in a rich and endleſs variety. 

It is only God who poſleſles all poſlible ex- 
cellencics, and powers, and happineſſes at once, 
and therefore he alone is uncapable of change: 
But creatures muſt poſſeſs and cnjoy their de- 
lights in a ſucceſſion, becauſe they cannot poſ- 
ſeſs and enjoy all that they arc capable of at 


once. And according to this conſideration the 


heavenly ſtate is repreſented in ſcripture in va- 
nous forms both of buſineſs and bleſſedneſs. 
Sometimes it is deſcribed by“ ſceing God,“ 
Mat. v. 8. © by becholding him face to face,” 
1 Cor. xii. 12. by © being preſent with the 
Lord,“ 2 Cor. v. 8. by“ being where Chriſt 
is, to behold his glory,“ John xvii. 24. Some- 
times the ſaints above are faid © to ſerve him 
as his ſervants,” Rev. xxii. 3. Sometimes 
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the throne,” as being fed with the © fruits of 
the tree of life,” and drinking the © living 
fountains of water,“ Rev. vii. 15, 17. and xxii. 
1, 2. and let it be noted that © twelve manner 
of fruits“ grew on this tree, and they were 
© new every month” alſv. Sometimes they are 
held forth to us as © ſinging a new ſong to God, 
and to the Lamb,” Rev. xiv. 3. And at ano- 
ther time they are deſcribed as © wearing a 
crown of righteouſneſs and glory, of fitting 
on the throne of Chriſt, of reigning for ever 
and ever, and ruling the nations with a rod 
of iron,” 2 "Tim. iv. 8. 1 Pet. v. 4. Rev. xxii. 
5, Rev. ii. 26, 27. And in another place our 
happineſs is repreſented as“ fitting down with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jaceb in the Kingdom of 
heaven,” Matt. vii. 11. Now ſurely this rich 
varicty of language, whereby the heavenly ſtate 
is propoſed to us in ſcripture, mult intend a 
variety of entertainments and employments, 
that may in ſome mcaſure anſwer the glory of 
ſuch expreſſions. 

It is not only the “ powers of our under- 
ſtanding” that ſhall be regaled and feaſted in 
thoſe happy regions with the bliſsful viſion of 
God and Chriſt, but our active powers ſhall 
doubtleſs have their proper entertainments too. 
When angels are fo. variouſly and delighttully. 
employed in ſervice for God, in his ſeveral 
known and unknown worlds, we cannot ſup- 

pole 


116 THE HAPPINESS OF 

pole the ſpirits of juſt men ſhall be eternally 
conſined to a ſedentary ſtate of unactive con- 
templation. 

Contemplation indeed is a noble pleaſure, 
and the joy of it rites high when it is fixed 
on the ſublimeſt objects, and when the ficul- 
ties are all exalted and refined. But ſurely 
ſuch a fight of God and our dear Redeemer as 
we {hall enjoy above, will awaken and animate 
all the active and ſprightly powers of the ſoul, 
and ſet all the ſprings of love and zeal at work 
in the molt illuſtrious inſtances of unknown 
and glorious duty. 

I confeſs heaven is deſcribed as a place of 
reſt, that is, re/? from fin and ſorrow, re/? from 
pain and wearinefs, e from all the toiltome 
labours and conflicts that we endure in a ſtate 
of trial; but it can never be ſuch a ref? as lays 
all our active powers aflcep, or renders them 
uſeleſs in ſuch a vital and active world. It 
would diminiſh the happineſs of the ſaints in 
glory to be unemployed there. Thoſe ſpirits 
who have taſted unknown dclight and fatil- 
faction in many long ſeaſons of devotion, and 
in a thouſand paintul ſervices for their bluicd 
Loxd on earth, can hardly bear the thoughts 
of paying no active duties, doing no work at 
all for him in heaven, where buſineſs is all 
our delight, and labour is all enjoyment. 
durely his feryants ſhall ferve him there, 38 


wcll 


_—_ 


SEPARATE SPIRITS. 147 


well as worſhip him. They ſhall ſerve him 
perhaps as prieſts in his temple, and as kings 
or viceroys in his wide domimons ; for they 
are made © kings and prieſts unto God” tor 
ever, Rev. v. 10. | 

But let us dwell a little upon their active 
employments, and perhaps a cloſe and atten- 
tive meditation may lead us into an unexpected 
view and notice of their ſacred commiſſions aud 
embaſſies, their governments, and their holy 
conferences, as well as their acts of worſhip 
and adoration. 

That heaven is a place or ſtate of worſhip, 
is ccrtain and beyond all controverſy ; for this 
is a very frequent deſcription of it in the word 
of God. And as the great God has been 
pleaſed to appoint differefit forms of worſhip 
to be practiſed by his ſaints and his churches 
under the different œconomies of his grace; 
ſo it is poſſible he may appoint peculiar forms 
of ſacred magniſicence to attend his own wor- 
ſhip in the ſtate of glory. Bowing the knee, 
and proſtration of the body, are forms and po- 
ſtures of humility practiſed by earthly wor- 
ſhippers. Angels cover their faces and ther 
feet with their wings, and cry, © Holy, holy, 
holy Lord God of Hoſts: Ilia. vi. 2, 3. But 
what unknown and illuſtrious forms ſhall be 
conſecrated by the appointment and authority 


of Chriſt, for the unbodicd or the bodied ſaints 
| in 
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in heaven to adorn their ſacred offices, is above 
our reach to deſcribe or to imagine. 

Let us conlider now what parts of worſhip 
the bleſſed are employcd in. 

The various parts of divine worſhip that are 
practiſed on earth, at lcaſt ſuch as are included 
in natural religion, thall doubtleſs be perform- 
ed in heaven too; and what other unknown 
worſhip of poſitive and celeſtial appointment 
ſhall belong to the heavenly ſtate, is as much 
above our preſent conjecture as the forms ot 
it are. 

Heaven is repreſented as full of praiſcs, 
There is the moſt glorious and perfect celebration 
of God the Father and the Saviour in the up- 
per world: And the higheſt praiſc is offered to 
them with the deepeſt humility. 

The crowns of glory are caſt down at their 
feet, and all the powers and perfections of 
God, with all his labours of creation, his cares 
of Providence, and the ſweeter myſteries of 
his grace, ſhall furnih noble matter for divine 
praiſe. 

This work of praiſe is alſo exhibited in ſcrip- 
ture, as attended with a ſong and heavenly 
melody. What there is in the world of ſepa— 
rate ſpirits to anſwer the repreſentations of 
harps and voices, we know not. It 1s poſſible 
that ſpirits may be capablc of ſome ſort of har- 
mony in their language, without a tongue, 

and 
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and without an ear, and there may be ſome 
inimitable and tranſporting modulations of di- 
vine praiſe without the material inſtruments of 
ſtring or wind. The foul itſelf by ſome phi- 
loſophers is ſaid to be mere harmony; and 
ſurcly then it will not wait for it till the body 
be raiſed from the duſt, nor live ſo long deſti- 
tute of all melodious joys, or of that ſpiritual 
pleaſure which ſhall ſupply the place of melo- 
dy, till our organs of ſenſe ſhall be reſtored 
to us again. 

But is all heaven made up of praiſes ? Is 
there no prayer there? Let us conſider a little: 
What is prayer, but the deſire of a created ſpi-— 
rit in an humble manner made Known to its 
Creator ? Does not every ſaint above deſire to 
know God, to love and ſerve him, to be em- 
ployed for his honour, and to enjoy the eter— 
nal continuance of his love and its own felici- 
ty? May not cach happy ſpirit in heaven exert 
theſe deſires in a way ot ſolemn addreſs to the 
divine Majeſty ? May not the happy ſoul ac- 
knowledge its dependence in this manner upon 
its Father and its God? Is there no place in 
the heart of a glorified ſaint for ſuch humble 
addrefles as thele? Docs not every ſeparate ſpi- 
ric there look and long for the reſurrection, 
wiicn it is certain that embodied ſpirits on 
carth who have received the firit-fruits of grace 
and glory © groan within themſelves, waiting 
tor 
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tor the redemption of the body?“ Rom. viii, 
22. And may we not ſuppoſe each holy foul 
ſending a ſacred and fervent wiſh after this 
glorious day, and lifting up a deſire to its God 
about it, though without the uncaſineſs of 1 
1gh or a groan? May it not under the in- 
fluence of divine love breathe out the requeſts 
of its heart, and the expreſſions of its zeal for 
the glory and kingdom of Chriſt? May not the 
church above join with the churches below in 
this language, © Father, thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven!“ 
Are not the fouls of the martyrs that were 
Dain, repreſented to us as © under the altar, 
crying with a loud voice, How long, O Lord, 
holy and true!“ Rev. vi. 9, 19. Thus looks 
like the voice of prayer in heaven. 

Perhaps you will ſuppoſe there is no ſuch 
(ſervice as hearing ſermons, that there is no u- 
tendance upon the word of God. there. But 
are we ſure there are no ſuch entertainments! 
Are there no lectures of divine wiſlom and 
grace given to the younger ſpirits there, by 
ipirits of a more cxalted itation ? Or may nt 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelt be the everlatting 
tcacher of his church ? May he not at ſolemn 
ſeaſons fumman all heaven to hear him public 
ſome ncw and ſurprizing diſcovcrics, Mich 
have never yet been made known to the ages 
of nature, or ct grace, and are re{crved to en- 
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certain the attention, and exalt the pleaſure of 
EAT to glory? Muſt we learn all 
by the mere contemplation of Chritt's s per ſon? 
Does he never make uſe of ſpeech to the in— 
ſtruction and joy of the ſaints above? 

Moles and Elijah came down once trom hea- 
ven to make a vilit to Chriſt on Mount Tabor, 
and the ſubject of their converſe with him was 
his © death and departure from this world,“ 
Luke ix. 31. Now ſince our Lord is aſcended 
to heaven, are theſe holy ſouls cut off from 
this divine pleaſure? Is Jeſus for ever filent ? 


121 


Does he converte with his glorified ſaints no 


more? And ſurely if he ſpeak, the fuints will 
hear and attend. 

Or it may be that our bletted Lord even as 
he is Man) has ſome noble and unknown w a 
ot communicating a long diſcourſe, or a long 
train of ideas and diſcoveries to millions of 
bleſſed ſpirits at once, without the formalities 
of voice and language; and at tome pecular 
ſeaſons he may thus inſtruct and delight is 
{ants in heaven. 

Thus it appears there may be ſomething a— 

00g the ſpirits of the juſt above that is ana- 
logous to prayer and preaching, as well as 
praiſe. 

O how guſtful are the pleaſures of celeſtial 
worſhip: What unknown varieties of pertorm- 
ance, what ſublime miniſtrations there are, and 

I. glorious 


hid 
a 1 


r 


r 
— 0 


4+ « Y ˖˖ toned i... 


* = * bs) & Ca, + way” BO 3 * 7 2 — ET" 

N : = VN 877 = 1 * 

nnn . * n h ; 

* * P 
5 4 * a 
Z WC —— > ere pom — — —⅛ 4 99 3 mY > . 4 
I - 
* - 4 
+. as. » - * " * Ny v \ 
** . * * 

1 ; 1 > . 1 "ls ; * 


eee 
. — 


122 THE HAPPINESS OF 
glorious ſervices, none can tell. And in al 
this variety, which may be performed in ſweet 
ſucceſſion, there is no wandering thought, ng 
cold affection, no divided heart, no lifileſs or 
indifferent worthipper. What we call rapture 
and extaſy here on earth, is perhaps the con— 
ſtant and uninterrupted pleaſure of the church 
on high in all their adorations. 

But let the worthip of the glorified ſpirits be 
never ſo various, yet 1 cannot perſuade mylclt 
that mere direct acts or cxcrciſes of what we 
properly called worſhip, are their only and 
everlaſting work. 

The ſcripture tells us, that there are certain 
ſeaſons when the angels, thoſe “ ſons of God, 
come to preſent themſelves before the Lord,” 
Job. i. 6. and 11. 1. It is cvident then, that 
the intervals of theſe ſeaſons are ſpent in other 
employments: And when they preſent them- 
ſelves before God, it does not ſufficiently ap- 
pear that mere adoration and praiſe is their on— 
ly buſineſs at the throne. In the very place 
which I have cited, it ſeems more natural to 
fuppoſe that theſe angelic ſpirits came thither 
rather to render an account of their ſeveral 


employments, and the ſucceſs of their meſſages 


to other worlds. And why may we not ſup— 
poſe ſuch a bleſſed varicty of employment a- 
mone the ſpuits of men too? 
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This 
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This ſuppoſition has ſume countenance in 
the holy ſcripture. The angel or mctlenger 
who appeared to St. John, and ſhewed him 
various viſions, by the order of Chriſt, forbids 
the apoſtle to worſhip him; for “ I am thy 
fellow-ſervant,” ſaid he, “ and of thy brethren 
the prophets, and of them which Keep the 
ſayings of this book,“ Rev. xxii. 8, 9. Theſe 
words naturally lead one to think, that though 
he appeared as a meſſenger from Chriſt, and in 
the form of an angel, yet he was really a de- 
parted ſaint, a brother, a fellow-prophet, per- 
haps the ſoul of David, or Ifatah, or Moſes, 
who would count it an honour even 1n their 
ſtate of glory to be thus employed by their 
exalted Lord; and they alto keep or obſerve 
and wait for the accompliſhment of the ſay— 
ings of that book of the Revelations, as well 
as the churches of their brethren, the ſaints on 
earth. 

| freely allow immediate divine worſhip to 
take up a good part of their everlaſting day, 
their Sabbath; and therefore I ſuppoſe them 
to be often engaged, millions at once, in ſocial. 
worſhip; and ſometimes acting apart, and raiſed 
in ſublime meditation of God, or in a fixed 
viſion of his blifsful face, with an act of ſecret 
adoration, while their intellectual powers are 
almoſt loſt in ſweet amazement : Sometimes 


they are entertaining themſelves and their fel- 
La low- 
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low-ſpirits with the graces and glories of the 

lan Chriſt Jefus, the“ Lamb that was lain 
in the midſt of the throne ;” But at other tinics 
they may be making a report to him of their 
faithful execution of ſome divine commiſſion 
they received from him, to be fulſilled cither 
in heaven or in carth, or in unknown and di— 
ſtant worlds. 

There may be other ſeaſons alſo when they 
arc not immediately addreſſing the throne, but 
are moſt delightfully engaged in recounting to 
cach other the wondrous ſteps of providence, 
wiſdom and mercy, that ſeized them from the 
very borders of hell and deſpair, and brought 
them through a thouſand dangers andꝭ diſſicul- 
ties to the poſleſlion of that fair inhegitance. 
When the great God ſhall unravel the When: 
of his own counſels, ſhall unfold every part of 
1s myſtcrious conduct, and ſet before them 
the reaſon of every temptation they grappled 
with, and of every ſorrow they felt here on 
earth, and with what divine and ſucceſsful in— 
luence they all wrought together to train them 
up tor heaven, what matter of ſurpriſing de- 
light and charming converſation ſhall this fur- 
mth the ſaints with in that bleſſed world? And 
now and then in the midſt of their ſacred dia- 
logues, by a {-mpathy of ſoul, they ſhall ſhout 
together in ſweet harmony, and join their ex- 
alted ſongs to him © that fits upon the throne 
and 
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and to the Lamb.” Not unto us, O Lord, 
„ not unto us, but to thy power, to thy wit- 
« dom, and to thine abounding mercy, be 
« renown and honour to everlaſting ages.” 

Nor is it improper or unpleaſant to ſuppoſe 
that among the reſt of their ccleſtial confe— 
rences, they ſhall ſhew each other the fair and 
ealy ſolution of thoſe diſſiculties and deep pro- 
blems in divinity, which had exerciſed and 
perplexed them here on earth, and divided 
them into little angry parties. They ſhall look 
bick with holy ſhame on ſome of their learned 
and ſenſeleſs diſtinctions, and be ready to won— 
der ſometimes what trifles and impertinences 
had engaged them in dark and furious diſputes. 
Darkgeſs and entanglement {hall vanith at once 
fronMMany of thoſe knotty” points of contro- 
verſy, when they bchold them in the light of 
heaven: And the reſt of them ſhall be matter 
of delightful inſtruction for ſuperior ſpirits to 
beſtow upon thoſe of lower rank, or on fouls 
htely arrived at the regions of light. 

In ſhort, there is nothing written in the 
books of nature, the records of Providence, 
or the ſacred volumes of grace, but may mini- 
ter matcrials at ſpecial ſeaſons for the holy 
conference of the ſaints on high. No Initory 
nor prophecy, no doctrine nor duty, no com- 
mand, nor promite, nor threatening in the 


bible, but may recall the thoughts of the hea- 
L 3 vcnly 
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venly inhabitants, and engage them in ſweet 
converſation. All things that relate to the at. 
fairs of palt ages and paſt worlds, as well as 
the preſent regions cf light and happineſs where 
they dwell, may give them new themes of 
dialogue and mutual intercourſe. 

And though we are very little acquainted, 
While we are on earth, with any of the pla— 
netary worlds beſides that which we inhabit, 
yet who knows how our acquaintance may be 
extended hereafter amongſt the inhabitants of 
the various and diſtant globes ? And what tre- 
quent and ſwitt journics we may take thither, 
when we are diſincumbered of this load of 
fleſh and blood, or when our bodics are raiſed 
again, active and ſwift as ſun- beams? Some- 
times we. may entertain our holy cumolity 
there, and find millions of ne iſcoveries of 
divine power and divine contfivance in thoſe 
unknown regions; and bring back from thence 
new lectures of divine wiſdom, or tidings of 
the affairs of thoſe provinces, to entertain our 
fellow-ſpirits, and to give new honours to God 
the Creator and the Sovereign. S0 a pious 
traveller in. our lower world vilits Africa or 
both the Indies: At his return he ſits in a cir- 
cle of attentive admirers, and recounts to them 
the wondrous products of thoſe climates, and 
the cuſtoms and manners of thoſe diſtant coun: 
tries: He: gratiſies their curioſity with ſome 

foreign 
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foreign varieties, and feaſts their eyes and their 
ears at once: Then at the end of every ftory 
he breaks out into holy language and adores 
the various riches and wiidom of God the Crea- 


tor. 

To proceed yet one ſtep farther. Since there 
are different degrees of glory, we may inter a 
varicty of honours as well as delights prepared 
for the ſpirits of the juſt made pertect. 

Some part of the happineſs of heaven 13 de- 
ſcribed in ſcripture by crowns and thrones, by 
royalty and kingly honours : Why may we not 
then ſuppoſe that ſuch ſouls, whoſe fublimer 
graces have prepared them for ſuch dignity 
and office, may rule the nations, even in a li- 
teral ſenſe? Why may not thoſe ſpirits that 
have paſt their trials in fleſh and blood, and 
come off conquerors, why may they not ſome- 
times be appointed vilitors and ſuperintendents 
over whole provinces of intelligent beings in 
lower regions, who are yet labouring in their 
ſtate of probation? or perhaps they may be 
exalted to a preſidency over inferior ranks of 
happy ſpirits, may ſhine bright among them 
as the morning itar, and lead on their holy 
armies to celeſtial work or worſlip. The ſcrip- 
ture itſelf gives us a hint of ſuch employments 
in the angelic world, and ſuch preſidencies 
over ſome parts of our world, or of their own. 
Do we not read of Gabriel and Michacl, and 
their 
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their management of the affairs of Perſia, and 
Greece, and Judea, in the book of Daniel! 
and it is an intimation of the ſame hierarchy, 
when ſome ſuperior angel fed on a multitude 
of the heavenly hoſt to ſing an hymn ot praite 
at Bethlehem, when the Son of God was born 
there, Luke ii. 9, 13. Now 1t angels are thys 
digniſied, may not human ſpirits unbodied have 
the ſame office? Our Saviour when he rewards 
the taithtul ſervant that had gained ten pounds, 
buds him take authority over ten cities; and 
he that had gained five, had five cities under 
his government, Luke xix. 17, Cc. So that 
this 15 not a mere random thought, or a wild 
invention ot fancy, but patronized by the word 
of God. 

Among the pleaſures and engagements cf 
the upper world, there ſhall be always ſome— 
thing new and entertaining; for the works 
and the dominions of God are vaſtly beyond 
all our compreheniions. And what a perpe-. 
tua! change, what a glorious but improving 
rotation of bulinctles and joys ſhall ſucceed one 
anothe1 through the ages of cternity, we ſha! 
never know till we come among them. 1t:s 
thought leads me to the laſt particular, name- 
ly, 


IV. The perfection which the bleſſed fpirits 
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enjoy, gives room for large additions and con- 
tinual improvement. 

Their knowledge and their joy may be called 
perfect, becauſe there 15 no mixture of error 
or ſorrow with it; and becaule it is ſuſſicient 
every moment for the ſatisfaction of preſent 
defires, without any uneaſineſs of mind. But 
it may be doubted whether any creature cver 
was, or ever will be ſo perfect, that it is not 
capable of addition or growth in any excel- 
lency or enjoyment, 

The Man Chriſt Jeſus, in his preſent glori— 
fied ſtate, has not ſuch a pertection as this. 
He waits daily to ſce his Father's promiſes ful- 
filled to him: he waits till“ all things are put 
under him, and his enemies be made his actual 
ſootſtool: But we know that © all things are 
not yet put under him,” Heb. 1. 8. that 1s, 
All the nations are not yet ſubject to his ſpt- 
ritual kingdom, nor become obedient to his 
goſpel. As faſt as his kingdom grows on earth, 
ſo faſt his honours and his joys anſe ; and he 
waits {till for the complete union of all Jus 
mer rs to himſelf the ſacred head: he waits 
for = morning of the reſurrection, when he 
ſhall be g n Fed in the bright and general af- 
ſembly of his ſaints, and“ admired in all chem 
that believe,“ 2 Theſſ. i. 10. 

O that illuſtrious and magnificent appear- 


ance | That ſhining hour of jubilee, when the 
bodics 
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bodies of millions of ſaints ſhall awake out of 
the duſt, and be releaſed from their long dark 
priſon : When they ſhall encompaſs and adore 
Jeſus their Saviour and their God, and acknow- 
ledge their new life and immortal ſtate to be 
owing to his painful and ſhameful death : When 
Noah, Abraham, and David, and all his pious 
progenitors, ſhall bow and worſhip Jeſus their 
Son and their Lord: When the holy army of 
martyrs, ſpringing from the duſt with palms 
of victory in their hands, ſhall aſcribe their con- 
queſt and their triumph to the Lamb that was 
ſlain : When he ſhall preſent his whole church 


before the preſence of his own and his Fa- 


ther's glory, without ſpot, and faultleſs, with 
exceeding joy! Can we imagine that Chriſt 
himſelf, even the Man Jefus, in the midit of 
all this magnificence and theſe honours, ſhall 
feel no new ſatisfaction, and have no reliſh ot 
all this joy, above what he poſſeſſed while his 
church lay bleeding on earth, and this illuſtri— 
ous company were buried under ground in 
the chains of death? And yet you will ſay 
Chriſt in heaven is made pertect in knowledge 
and in joy, but his perfection admits of im- 
provement. 

Now it the head be not above the capacity 
of all growth and addition, ſurely the members 


cannot pretend to it. But I ſhall propoſe ſe- 
veral 
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veral more arguments for this truth in the fol- 
lowing ſection. 


— 


EC. 


Of the increaſe of the ſaints above in knowledge, 
balineſs and joy. 


THAT there is, and hath been, and will 
be continual progreſs and improvement 
in the knowledge and joy of ſeparate ſouls, 
may be calily proved many ways; namely, 
from the very nature of human reaſon itſelf: 
from the narrowneſs, the weakneſs and limi- 
tation even of our inteMectual faculties in their 
beſt eſtate : from the immenſe variety of ob- 
jects that we ſhall converſe about: from our 
peculiar concern in ſome future providences, 
which it is not likely we ſhould know before 
they occur: and from the glorious new ſcenes 
of the reſurrection. 

1. We may prove the increaſe of knowledge 
amongſt the bleſſed above, from the very na- 
ture of human rcaſon itſelf, which is a faculty 
of drawing inferences, or ſome new propoſi- 
tions and concluſions, from propoſitions cr 
principles which we knew before. Now fure- 
ly we ſhall not be diſpoſſeſſed of this power 
when we come to heaven, What we learn of 


God 
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God there, and the glories of his nature, or 
his works, will aſſiſt and incline us to draw 
inferences for his honour, and for our worſhip 
ot him. And it we could be ſuppoſed to have 
never ſo many propoſitions or new principles 
of knowledge crouded into our minds at the 
firſt entrance into heaven, yet ſurely our rca- 
ſoning faculty would ſtill be capable of making 
ſome advance by way of inference, or building 
ſome ſuperſtructure upon fo noble a founda- 
tion. And who knows the intenſe pleaſure 
that will ariſe perpetually ta a contemplative 
mind, by a progreſſive and infinite purſuit of 
truth in this manner; where we are ſecure a- 
gainſt the danger of all error and miſtake, and 
every ſtep we take is all light and demonſtra- 
tion. 

Shall it be 95;eFed here, that our reaſon ſhall 
be as it were loſt and diflolved in intuition and 
immediate fight, and therefore it ſhall have no 
room or place in that happy world? 

To this 1 would rep), That we ſhall have 
indeed much more acquaintance with ſpiritual 
objects by immediate intuition, than we ever 
had here on earth; but it docs not follow 
thence, that we ſhall loſe our reaſon. Angels 
have immediate viſion of God and divine things; 
but can we ſuppoſe they are utterly uncapable 
of drawing an inference, either for the im: 
provement of their knowledge, or the direc: 

tion 
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tion of their practice? When they behold any 
ſpecial and more curious piece of divine work- 


i manſhip, can they not further inter the exqui- 
| fite {Kill or wiſdom of the Creator? And are 
; they not capahle of concluding, that this pe- 
5 culiar inſtanee of divine wifdom demands an 
. | adonng thought? Thus intuition or immediate 
| fight in a creature, does not utterly exclude 
s ao forbid the ule of reaſon. 

N | reply again; Can it ever be l that 
: being releaed from the body, we thall poſſets 
Jia one moment, and retain through every mo- 
| meat of eternity, all the innumerable ranks, 
„and orders, and numbers of propoſitions, truths 


nd duties, that may be derived in a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of ages by the ute of our reaioning 
powers? But this leads me to the ſecond argu- 
ment, namely, 

2. The weakneſs and narrowneſs of hu- 
man underttandings in their beſt eſtate, ſeems 
to make it neceflary that Knowledge ſhould be 
progreſſive. 

Continual improvement in knowledge and 
delight among the ſpirits of the juſt made per- 
* 15 dereſſary for the ſame reaſon that 
proved their variety of entertainments and 
pleatures, namely, Becaute creatures cannot 
take in all the vait, and infinite variety of con- 
ceptions in the full brightueſs and perfection or 
them at once, of which they are capable in a 
M {weet 
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ſweet ſucceſſion. Can we ever perſuade our- 
ſelves, that all the endleſs train of thoughts, 
and ideas, and ſcenes of joy, that ſhall ever 
paſs through the mind of a faint through the 
long ages of eternity, ſhould be crouded into 

every ſingle mind the firſt moment of its en- 
trance into thoſe happy regions? And is a 
human mind capacious enough to receive, and 
ſtrong enough to retain ſuch an infinite multi- 
tude of ideas for ever? Or is this the manner 
of God's working among his intellectual crea- 
tures? Surely God knows our frame, and 
pours 1n light and glory as we are able to bear 
it. Such a bright confuſion of notions, images 
and tranſports, would probably overwhelm the 
moſt exalted ſpirit, and drown all the noble fa- 
culties of the mind at once. As if a man who 
was born blind, ſhould be healed in an inſtant, 
and ſhould open his eycs firſt againſt the full 
blaze of the noon-day fun ; this would ſo tu- 
multuate the ſpirits, and confound the organs 
of ſight, as to reduce the man back again to 
his firſt blindneſs, and perhaps might render 
him incurable for cvcr. 

3. This argument will be much ſtrengthned, 
if we do but take a ſhurt view of the vaſt and 
incomprehenſible varicty of objects that may be 
propoſed to our minds in the future ſtate, and 
may feaſt our contemplation, and improve our 
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The bleſſed God himſelf is an infinite Being: 
His perfections and glories are unbounded : 
His wiſdom, his holineſs, his goodneſs, his 
faithfulneſs, his power and juſtice, his all-ſuf- 
ficiency, his ſelf-origination, and his unfathom- 
able eternity, have ſuch a number of rich ideas 
belonging to each of them, that no creature 
ſhall ever fully underſtand. Yet it is but 
reaſonable to believe that he will communi- 
cate fo much of himſelf to us by degrees, as 


he ſees neceſſary for our buſineſs and bleſſed- 


neſs in that upper world. Can it be ſuppoſed 
that we ſhould know every thing that belongs 
to God all at once, which ho may diſcover to 
us gradually as our capacities improve? Can 
we think that an infint-foul that had no time 
for improvement here, when it enters into hea- 
ven ſhall know every thing concerning God, 
that it can ever attain to through all the ages 
of its immortality? When a bleſſed ſpirit has 
dwelt in heaven a thouſand years, and con- 
verſed with God and Chriſt, angels and fellow- 
ſpirits during all that ſcaſon, ſhall it know no- 
thing more of the nature and wondrous pro- 
perties of God than it knew the firit moment 
of its arrival there * ? 


M 2 But 


* God himſclf bath infinite goodneſs in him, which the creature ean- 
not take in at once ; they ore taking of it in eternally, The faints ſee in 
God till things freſh, which they ſaw nor iu the begirning of the Nleſſed- 
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But I add further, The works of God ſhall 
doubtleſs be the matter of our ſcarch and de— 
Iightful ſurvey, as well as the nature and pro- 
perties of God himſelf. His works are“ lo- 
nourable and glorious, and ſought out of all 
that have pleaſure in them,“ Pal. cxi. 2, 3, 
In his works we ſhall read his name, his pro- 
perties, and his glories, Whether we fix our 
thoughts on creation or providence. 

The works of God and his wonders of crea- 
tion in the known and unknown worlds, both 
as to the number, the varicty and vaſtneſs of 
them, are almoſt infinite; that is, they tran- 
ſcend all the limits of our ideas, and all our 
preſent capacities to conceive. Now there is 
none of theſe works of wonder, but may ad- 
miniſter ſome entertainment to the mind ot 
man, and may richly furniſh him with new mat- 
ter for the praiſe of God in the long ſucceſſions 
ot eternity. 

There 3s ſcarce an animal of the more com- 
plete kind, but would entertain an angel with 
rich curioſities, and feed bis contemplation fer 
an age. What a rich and artful ſtructure of 
te{h upon the ſolid and well-compacted foun— 
dation of bones! What curious joints and 
hinges, on which the limbs are moved to and 
fro: What an unconceivable variety of nerves, 
veins, arterics, fibres, and little inviſible parts, 
arc found in cvery member! What various 
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fluids, blood and juices, run through and agi- 
tate the innumerable {lender tubes, the hollow 
ſtrings and ſtrainers of the body! What mil- 
lions of folding-doors are fixed within, to ſtop 
thoſe red or tranſparent rivulets in their courſes, 
either to prevent their return backwards, or 
elſe as a means to ſwell the muſcles and move 
the limbs! What endleſs contrivances to fecure 
life, to nouriſh nature, and to propagate the 
ſame to future animals! What amazing lengths 
of holy meditation would an angel run upon 
theſe ſubjects! And what ſublime ſtrains of 
praiſe would a heavenly philoſopher raiſe hour- 
ly to the Almighty and All-wiſe Creator! And 
all this from the mere brutal world ! 

But if we ſurvey che nature of man, he is 
a creature made up of mind and animal united, 
and would furnith ſtill more numerous and ex- 
alted materials for contemplation and praiſe ; 
for he has all the richeſt wonders of animat 
nature in him, beſides the unknown myſterics 
of mind or ſpirit. Surely it will create a ſa- 
cred pleaſure in happy fouls above, to learn 
the wonders of divine tkill exerted and ſhining 
in their own formation, and in the curious 
workmanſhip of thoſe bodily engines in which 
they once dwelt an acted. 

Then let them deſcend to herbs and plante. 
How numerous are all the products of earth 
upon her green ſurface. and all within her 
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dark bowels! All the vegetable and the _ 
ral kingdoms | low many centur * would 2 
theſe entertain a heavenly enquirer ! 

The worlds of air, and the worlds of water, 
the planetary and the ſtarry worlds, are {ti 
new objects rich with curidſities; theſe are all 
monuments ct divine Wiſdom, and ſit ſubjects 
for the contemplation of the bleſſed. Nor can 
we be ſuppoſed to have for ever done with 
them all when we leave this body; and that 
for two reaſons; one is, becauſe God has never 
yet received the honour due to his wiſdom and 
power, diſplayed in the material creation, from 
the hands or tongues of men. And the other 
is, becauſe the ſpirits of the juſt ſhall be joined 
to bodies again, and then they ſhall certain!) 
have neceſlary converſe with God's material 
works and worlds; though perhaps they have 
more acquaintance with them now in their {c- 
parate ſtate, that we are apprizcd of. 

And beſides all theſe material works of God, 
what an unknown variety of other wonders 
belong to the world of pure ſpirits, which lie 
hid from us, and are utterly conccaled behind 
the veil of fleſh and blood! What are ther 
natures, and the reach of their powers! What 
ranks and orders they are diſtributed into: 
What are their governments, their ſeveral em— 
ployments, the different cuſtoms and manncis 


of life in the various and moſt extenſive re- 
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glons of that intellectual world! What arc 
their meſlages to our earth! or the other ha- 
bitable globes, and what capacities they arc en- 
dowed with to move or influence animate or 
inanimate bodies! All theſe, and a thouſand 
more of the like nature, are made known 
doubtleſs to the inhabitants of heaven. Theſe 

are things that belong to the provinces of light 
and immortality, but many of them are myſte- 
ries to us who dwell in theſe tabernacles ; they 


lic far beyond our ken, and are wrapt up in 


ſacred darkneſs, that we can hardly do fo 
much as ſhoot a gueſs at them. 

Now can we ſuppoſe that the meaneſt ſpirit 
in heaven has a full and cntire ſurvey of all 
theſe innumerable woxks God, from the firſt 
moment of its entrance thither, throughout all 
the ages of immortality, without the change 
of one idea, or the poſſibility of any improve- 
ment? This would be to give a lort of omni- 
ſcience to every happy ſpirit, which is more 
than is generally allowed to the Man Chriſt Je- 
lus. And if there be ſuch a thing as degrees 
of glory among the ſaints above, we may be 
well aſſured that the loweſt rank of bleſſed ſpi- 
rits is not advanced to this amazing degree. 

Is there no new thing, neither under nor @- 
love the ſun, that God can entertain any of his 
children with in the upper world, thoughout 
the mlinite extent df all ſuture ages? Are they 

all 


THE HAPPINESS OF 


all made at once ſo much like God, as to know 
all things? Or it each of them have their ſtint- 
ed ſize of knowledge, and their limited num. 
ber of ideas at their firſt releaſe from the body, 
then they are cverlaſtingly cut off from all the 
ſurpriſes of plcaſure that ariſe from new 
thoughts, and new ſcenes, and new diſcoveries. 
Docs every faint in heaven read God's great 
volume of nature through and through the firſt 
hour he arrives there? Or is each ſpiris con- 
fined to a certain number of leaves, and bound 
eternally to learn nothing new, but to review 
perpetually his own limited leflon ? Darcs he 
not, or can he not turn over another leaf, and 
read his Creator's name in it, and adore his 
wiſdom in new wonders of contrivances ? 
Theſe things are improbable to ſuch a high 
degree, that I dare almoſt pronounce them un— 
true. 

The book of providence is another volume 
wherein God writes his name too. Has eve- 
ry ſingle ſaint ſuch a vaſt and infinite length 
of torcknowledge given him at his firſt ad- 
miſſion into glory, that he knows beforchand 
all the future ſcenes of Providence, and thc 
wonders which God ſhall work in the upper 
and lower worlds ? I thought the © lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the root and the offspring ot 
David,“ had been the only perſon in heaven 
of carth that was © worthy to take the book, 

and 
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and to looſe the ſeven ſcals thereof,“ Rev. v. 
5. Surely the meancſt of the faints does not 
forcknow all thoſe great and importaut coun- 
ſels of God, which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is in- 
truſted with. And yet we may venture to 
ſay, that the ſpirits of the juſt in heaven ſhall 
know thoſe great and important events that 
relate to the church on earth, as they ariſe in 
ſucceſſive ſeaſons, that they may give to Cod 
and to his Son Jeſus Chriſt revenues of due 
honour upon this account, as I ſhall prove im- 
mediately. 

And indeed if the limits of their knowledge 
in heaven were ſo fixed at their firſt entrance 
there, that they could never be acquainted 
with any of theſe ſmeceſive providences of 
God afterwards, we here on earth have a great 
advantage above them, who ſee daily the ac- 
compliſhment of his divine councils, and adore 
the wonders of his wiſdom and his love; and 
from this daily increaſe of knowledge, we take 
our ſhare in the growing joys and bleſſings of 
Zion. 

But this thought leads me to the fourth 
argument for the increaſe of knowledge in 
heaven. 

4. There have been, and there are many 
future providences on earth, and tranſactions 
in heaven, in which the ſpirits of the juſt have 
a very great and near concernment, and there» 

tore 


i © THE HAPPINESS OF 


fore they muſt know them when they come 
to paſs; and yet it is by no means probable, 
that they are known in all their glorious cir. 
cumſtances beforchand by every ſpirit in bes. 
ven. 

Let us deſcend a little to ſome particular in. 
ſtances, and ſee Whether we cannot make it ap. 
pear from ſcripture with moſt convincing evi- 
dence, that the ſaints in heaven obtain ſome 
additions to their knowledge,” by the vs 
r10us © new tranſactions in heaven and 1n 
earth. 

When our bleſſed Lord had fulfilled his tate 
of ſorrows and ſufferings on earth, and aſcend- 
ed into heaven in his glorified human nature, 
with all the ſcars of honour, and the enſigns 
of victory about him; when the © Lamb ap- 
peared in the midſt of the throne” with the 
marks of ſlaughter and death upon him, and 
preſented himſelf before God in the midſt ct 
angels and ancient patriarchs, with the accom: 
pliſhment of all the types and promiſes about 
him written in letters of blood; did not thoſe 
bleſſed angels, did not the ſpirits of thoſe p- 
triarchs, lcarn ſomething more of the myſtens 
of our redemption, and the wondrous glons 
of the Redeemer, than what they were ac: 
quainted with before? And did not this new 
glorious ſcene ſpread new ideas, new joys and 
wonders through the heavenly world ? Can 

the 
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omeſſſtic © principalities and powers in heavenly 
able, 
cit. 


her 


laces” gain by the church on earth any far- 
ther diſcoverics of the © manifold wiſdom of 
God?” Eph. iii. 16. And can we believe that 
when Chriſt, the Head of the church, entered 
into heaven in fo illuſtrious a manner, that 
theſe powers, principalities and bleſſed ſpirits, 
got no brighter diſcoveries of divine wiſdom? 
To what purpoſe do they“ look and pry into 
theſe things, 1 Pet. i. 12. if after all their 
ſearches they make no advances in knowledge: 
And muſt angels be the only proſicients in 
theſe ſublime ſciences, while human ſpirits make 
no improvement? Can it be ſuppoſed that 
thoſe ancient fathers, Abraham, ltaac and Ja- 
cob, to whom the promiſes were made, that 
* all the nations ſhould be bleſſed in their 
ſeed,” had no tranſporting pleaſures when they 
firſt beheld that promiſed ſecd crowned with 
all his glory ? When they ſaw their Son Jeſus 
* aſcending on high, and leading. captivity 
captive,” and the © chariots of God” that at- 
tended him © were twenty thouſand,” even an 
* innumerable company of angels,” Pal. Ixviii. 

17. 19: WE 
If upon this occaſion we may talk in th 
language of mortals, may we not ſuppoſe thoſe 
ancient fathers failing themſelves on high, and 
overlooking the walls of paradiſe, to gaze 
Cownward upon this aſcending triumph? May 
we 


4 * " l wn ITY hats — a 
OT foe . a - has GG rn. KY g 
2 * „% 


F 
s + 


44 THE HAPPINESS OF 
we not imagine them ſpeaking thus to cach 
other in the holy tranſport? * And is this our 


Co 


great deſcendent? Is this our long-expccted 
oflspring? How divine his afpect? How 
god-like his air? How glorious and adorable 
all the graces of his countenance? Is this 
(faith holy David) my Son and my Lord? 
the King of glory, for whoſe admiſion ! 
called the gates of heaven to be lifted up, 
and opened the everlalting doors tor him in 
an ancient ſong! Is this the Man, whole 
hands and whotc feet they picrced on earth, 
as I once forctold by the ſpirit of prophecy:? 
I ſee thoſe blefled ſcars of honour ; How 
they adorn Jus gloriked limbs. I acknow- 
ledge and adore my God and my Saviour, 
I begun his triumph once on my harp in a 
lower ſtrain, and I behold him now afcend- 
ing on high: Awake my glory; he comes, 
he comes with the ſound oi a trumpet, and 
with the pomp of ſhouting angels; ſing 
praiſes, all ye faints, unto our God, ting 
prailes, ſing praiſes unto our King, fing 
praiſes. Is this, faith Iſaiah, the Child born, 
of whom I ſpoke ? ls this the Son given, ot 
whom I propheſicd? I adore him as the 
Mighty God, the Father of ages, and the 
Prince of Peace. I ſee the rightcous Branch, 
adds the prophet Jeremy, the righteous 
Branch from the ſtem of David, from the 
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root of jeſſe. This is the King whom | fore- 
told ſhould reign in righteouſneſs: Tax 
Loxp MY RiGuTEOUSNESS is his name: [| 
rejoice at his appearance, the throne of hea- 
ven is made ready for ham. This, faith 
Danicl, is the Meſſiah, the Prince who was 
cut off, but not for himſelf : The ſeventy 
weeks are all fulfilled, and the work is 
done. He hath finiſhed tranſgreſſion, and 
made an end of fin, and hath brought in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs” for all his people. 
But was this the Perſon, faith Zachary the 
prophet, whom they fold for thirty pieces 
of filver? Vile indignity and impious mad- 
neſs! Behold he now appears like the Man 
who is Fellow, or Companion to the Lord 
of Hoſts. It is he, faith Malachi, it is he, 
the Meſlenger of the Covenant, who came 
ſuddenly to his own temple. There I held 
him in my wither'd arms, ((ich aged Si- 
meon) and rapture and prophecy came up- 
on me at once, and I expired in joy and 
praiſes.” 

And we hope our mother Eve ſtood up a- 


mong the reſt of them, and beheld and con- 
feſſed the“ promiſed feed oft the woman.” 


6 
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O bleſſed Saviour, that didſt break the head 
of the ſerpent, though thy heel was bruiſed; 


and haſt aboliſhed the miſchi2t that y tolls 
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and his temptation had brought into thy 
new created world!“ 

Now could we ever ſuppoſe all this to be 
done in the upper regions, with no new ſmiles 
upon the countenances of the ſaints, no ſpe- 
cial increaſe of joy among the © ſpirits of the 
juſt made perfect?” God himſelf ſtands in no 
need of the magnificence of theſe tranſactions: 
Chriſt Jeſus receives the new honours, and all 
the old inhabitants of heaven taſte new and 
unknown ſatisfaction in the honours they pay 
to their exalted Saviour. 

Some of the ancients were of opinion, that 
the © ſouls of the Fathers before the aſcenſion 
of Chriſt were not admittcd into the Holy of 
_ Holies, or the bliſsful viſion of God; but 

that it was our Lord Jeſus, our great High 
Prieſt, at his aſcent to the throne, led the way 
thither ; he rent the veil of the lower heaven, 
and carried with him the armics of patriarchal 
ſouls into ſome upper and brighter, and more 
joyful regions, whereas before they were only 
admittcd into a ſtate of peace and reſt. Whe- 
ther this be ſo or no, the ſcripture does not 
ſufficiently declare: but whatſoever region of 
heaven they were placed in, we may be well 
aſſured from the very nature of things, that 
ſuch tranſactions as the triumphant aſcent ot 
Chriſt, could never paſs through any of the 


upper 
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upper worlds without inlarging the knowledge 
and the joy of the bleſſed inhabitants. 

When our Lord jeſus Chriſt fat down at 
the right hand of God, he © prevailed to open 
the book“ of divine counſels and decrees, Rev. 
v. 5. and to acquaint himſelf with all the con- 
tents: And this was neceſſary, that he might 
manage and govern the affairs of the church 
and the world in the ſeveral ſucceſſive ages ac- 
cording to the counſels of the Father. He 


therefore, and he alone among creatures, knows 


the end from the beginning, as I hinted be- 
fore. But as the ſcals of this book are opened 
by degrees, and the counſels of God are exe- 
cuted in the lower world, doubtleſs the angels, 
that are miniſters of the providence of Chriſt, 
carry tidings to heaven of all the greater 
changes that relate to the church; and Jeſus 
the Son of God, the King of ſaints and of na- 
tions, receives the ſhouts and honours of the 
heavenly world, as faſt as the joyful tidings 
arrive thither. 

Nor is this ſpoken by mere conjecture, for 
the ſcripture informs us of the certainty of it. 
We have frequent accounts in the book of Re- 
velation, of new ſpecial honours that were 
paid to him that ſits upon the throne, and tv 
the Lunb at certain ſpecial periods of time. 

When he firſt took upon him the execution 
of his Father's decrces, © The living creatures 
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and eldcrs teil down before the Lamb, and they 
fung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou art worthy to 
take the book, and to open the ſeals thereof; 
and ten thoutund times ten thoutand angels 
echoed to the ſong with a loud voice, Worthy 
is the Lamb that was ſlain,” &'c. Rev. v. 8, 9, 
11. So when the © ſervants of God were ſeal- 
ed in their foreheads,” the innumerable mul—- 
titude of faints ſhouted, ** Salvation to our God 
which fitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb,“ Rev. vii. 3, 9, 10. So when * the 
ſeventh angel ſounded, there were great voices 
in heaven, ſaying, Ihe kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever; 
and the four and twenty elders fell upon their 
faces, and worſhipped and gave thanks,“ Rev. 
xi. 15, 16. Again, when the * old dragon 
and his angels were caſt out of heaven, there 
was 2 loud voice, ſaying, Now is come falva- 
tion and ſtrength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Chritt ; for the ac- 
cuſer of our brethren is caſt down,“ Rev. Xii. 
9, 10. So upon the * fall of Babylon,” ch. 
xiv. and the © victory of the ſaints,” ch. xv. 
and the “ final deſtruction of antichriſt,“ ch. xix. 
there are new honours done by the ſaints to 
God the Father and his Son Jeſus. There are 
new ſongs addreſſed to them at theſe ſurpriſing 
revolutions on carth, theſe wondrous turns ot 

judgment 
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judgment to the world, and mercy to the 
church; all which ſuppoſes that the heaven- 
ly inhabitants are acquainted with them, and 
thus their knowledge and their joys increaſe. 

Objetion, But does not the prophet Iſaiah 
fay in the name of the church of Iſrael, “ A- 
braham is ignorant of us, and Iſrael acknow- 
ledges us not?“ la. Ixiii. 16. 

Anſever t. The words knowledge and acknow- 
ledgment often ſignify a friendly and beneficial 
care maniteſted in ſpecial acts of kindneſs and 
benefits conferred. Therefore the tribe of Le- 
vi is faid “ neither to have ſeen his father or 
his mother, nor to acknowledge his brethren, 
nor to know his own children,“ Deut. xxxin. g. 
becauſe the ſons of Levi © {lew every man his 
brother, and cvery man his ncighbour,“ to 
execute the vengeance of the I.erd upon them, 
Exod. xxxn. 26—29y. So Abraham and Iſracl, 
in heaven, in the ſame ſenſe know not their 
poſterity on earth, when they approve of the 
anger of God let out upon them, and afford 
them no defence. This interpretation perfect- 
lv agrees with the context. But it does not 
tullow that Abraham and Ifracl were utterly 
unacquainted with all the greater events of 
Providence towards the J:wifl nation, though 
perhaps they might not know the leſſer and 
more minute circumſtances of their afflictons 
or their deliverances. 

N 2 An der 
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anſwer 2. It we could ſuppoſe that the ſouls 
of the ancient patriarchs were ignorant of the 
atturs of their poſterity before the coming 
of the Meſſiah, yet ſince Chriſt in our na- 
ture now dwclls in the midit of them, and 
has taken the book of divine counſels into his 
own hands, ſince the great God-man rules all 
things in the upper and the lower. worlds, it 
is not probable that Abraham and Iſrael are fo 
ignorant of the affairs of the church, as they 
were in the days of Iſaiah. 

And not only the greater and more exten— 
ive diſpenſations that attend the church on 
earth, are made known to the ſpirits of the 
juſt made perfect; but even ſome leſſer and 
particular concerns are very probably revealed 
to them alſo. 

Is it not ſaid, that “ when one ſinner on 
earth repents, there is joy among the angels in 
heaven?” Luke xv. 7, 10. for every ſuch con- 
vert is a new trophy of divine grace. And 
when the ſpirits of the juſt in heaven ſhall in 
ſucceſſive ſeaſons behold one and another of 
their old relatives and acquaintance on earth 
entering in at the gates and received into hea- 
ven, can we imagine there is no new joy a- 
mongſt them? Do the pleaſures of angels 1n- 
creaſe when they ſec a man brought into the 
ſtate of grace, and ſhall not the ſouls of men 
teſtify their exultation and delight, when they 

les 
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ſee one of their fellow-ſouls, perhaps a dear 
and inward friend, tranſlated to the ſtate ot 
glory? Surely every increaſe of that happy 
world ſhall diffuſe increaſing joy through the 
holy ones that dwell in it ; and thoſe ſhall have 
the ſweeteſt taſte of this joy, that had the 
neareſt concern in it. O the tranſporting and 
celeſtial gratulations that paſs between two 
ſouls of intimate endearment at their firſt meet- 
ng there ! 

The laſt argument that I ſhall uſe, and it is 
alſo the laſt inſtance I ſhall mention, wherein 
the knowledge and the pleaſure of gloriſied 


laints muſt receive addition and improvement, 


15, The great reſurrection- day. 

The ſpirits of men are formed on purpoſe 
for union with bodies, and if they could attain 
compleat happineſs in the higheſt degree with- 
out them, what need would there be of new- 
creating their bodies from the duſt? Upon 
this ſuppolition the reſurrection itſelf mult ſeem 
to be © almoſt in vain.” But it is evident 
trom the word of God, that the ſpirits of the 
juit, with all the perfections that belong to a 
ſeparate ſtate, wait yet for greater perfection 
when their bodies ſhall be reſtored to them; 
tor as they ſuffered pain and agony in the bo- 
dy, they ſhall have a recompence of pleaſure 
in the body too. 12 All the days of their ap- 
pointed time they wait, till this bleſſed change 


(hall 
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ſhall come,“ Job xiv. 14. God ſhall call, and 
the duſt of the faints ſhall anſwer : God 
the Creator“ will have a deſire again to the 
work of his own hands,” ver. 15. and the 
happy ſouls will have a deſire to be rejoincd to 
their old companions. 

O glonous hour! O bleſſed meeting-time! 
A magnificent and divine ſpectacle, worthy to 
attract the eyes of all the creation: when the 
long- divided parts of human nature ſhall be 
united with unknown powers and glories! 
When theſe bodies ſhall be called out of their 
long dark dungeon, all tathioned anew, and 
all new dreſſed in immortality and ſun- beams! 
When theſe ſpirits ſhall aſſume and animate 
their limbs again, exulting in new life and e- 
verlaſting vigour ! 

Nor can we ſuppoſe it poſſible that all this 
vaſt and amazing change ſhall be made by the 
conflagration of the carth and the lower hea- 
vens, by the awful and illuſtrious ſplendors and 
ſolemnities of the laſt judgment, by the bodies 
of millions of ſaints and finners riſing into x 
painful or joyful immortality, and yet no new 
ideas hereby communicated to the happy {pi- 
rits ; no increaſe of their knowledge, or im- 
provement of their joys ? 

Shall the apoſtles and the prophets, the con- 
feſſors and the martyrs, ſtand at the right 
hand of Chriſt, and be owned and acknow- 
ledged 


SEPARATE SPIRITS. 153 
ledged by him with divine applauſe in the fight 
of the whole creation, and yet have no new 
tranſports of pleaſure running through their 
ſouls ? Shall they be abſolved and approved by 
the voice of God, with thouſands of applaud- 
ing angels, in the face of heaven, earth and 
hell, and all this without any advancement 
of their knowledge or their bleſſedneſs? Shall 
St. Paul mect the Theſſalonian converts in the 
preſence of his Lord Jeſus, thoſe ſouls who 
were once his labour and his hope, and ſhall 
they not at that day appear to be © his glory 
and his joy?“ Does not he himſelf tell them 
ſo in his firſt epiſtle, chap. ii. ver. 19, 20 
And can we believe that he or they ſhall be 
diſappointed ? Shall that great apoſtle ſee the 
immenſe fruits of his labours, the large harveſt 
of fouls which he gathered from many pro- 
vinces of Europe and Aſia, all appearing at 
once in their robes of light and victory, and 
ſhall he feel no new inward exultations of ſpi- 
rit at ſuch a ſight? And doubtleſs many thou- 
ſand ſouls, whom he never knew on earth, 
ſhall be made known to him at that day, and 
own their converſion to his ſacred writings. 
And ſhall all this make no addition to his plea- 
ſures ? The very mention of ſo abſurd a doc- 
trine refutes and condemns itſelf. 

The ſaints at that day ſhall, as it were, be 
brought into a new world, and © he that fits 
upon 


15% THE HAPPINESS OF 


upon the throne ſhall make all things new ;” 
and as he crowns his happy followers with new 
and unknown bleſlings, ſo ſhall he receive the 
homage of new and unknown praiſes. This 
is a © new heaven and a new earth” indeed, 
beyond all our preſent apprehenſions; and the 
magnificent language of prophecy ſhall be ful- 
filled in its utmoſt force and brightneſs, 
Doubtleſs there are pleaſures to be enjoyed 
by complete human nature, by unbodied fouls, 
which a mere ſeparate ſpirit is not capable of. 
Is it not part of the blefledneſs of human ſpi- 
rits, to enjoy mutual ſociety and hold a plex 
ſing correſpondence with each other? But 
whatſoever be the means and methods of that 
correſpondence in a ſeparate ſtate, ſurely it 
wants ſomething of that complete pleaſure and 
ſenſible intimacy, which they ſhall be made 
partakers of, when they ſhall hold noble com- 
munion in their bodies raiſed from the duſt, 
and refined from every weakneſs. Is it not 
the happineſs of the ſaints in heaven to ſec their 
glorihed Saviour? But even this fight is and 
muſt be incomplete, till they are endued with 
bodily organs again. What converſe ſoever 
the ſpirits of the juſt have with the glorified 
Man Jeſus, while they are abſent from the 
body, yet I am perſuaded it is not, nor can it 
be ſo full and perfect in all reſpects, as it ſhall 
be at the general reſurrection, They cannot 


now 
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now fee him“ face to face” in the literal ſenſe, 
and they wait for this exalted pleafure, this 
immediate and beatiſick fight. Job himſelf yet 
waits, though ** the worms have deſtroyed his 
body,“ till that glorious hour, When“ in his 
fleſh he ſhall ſce God,“ Job xix. 26. even“ God, 
his Redeemer, who ſhall ſtand at the laſt day 
on the earth, ver. 25, 

Not only all the ſaints on earth, who © have 
received the ſirſt- fruits of the Spirit, wait for 
the adoption, that is, the redemption of the 
body, Rom. vin. 23. But the ſaints in hea- 
ven alſo live there, waiting till the body be re- 
deemed from the grave, and their adoption 
ſhall appear with illuſtrious evidence: Then 
they ſhall all look like the Sons of God, like 
Jeſus the firſt-beloved and the Virit-born. The 
ſpirits above, how perfect ſocver they are in 
the joys of the ſeparate ſtate, yet wait for 
thoſe endleſs ſcenes of unknown delight chat 
ſhall ſucceed the reſurrection. 

And there is abundant reaſon for it to be 
drawn from the word of God ; for the ſcrip- 


ture ſpeaks but very little concerning the blei- 


ſedneſs of ſeparate fouls, in compariton. of the 
frequent and large accounts of the glory and 
triumph that ſhall attend the found of the laſt 
trumpet, and the great riſing-day. It is to 
this blefſed hour that the apoſtles in their wnt- 


gs are always directing the hope of the ſaints, 
They 
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They are ever pointing to this glorious morn. 
ing, as the ſeaſon when they ſhall receive their 
reward and their prize, their promiſed joy and 
their crown; as though all that they had re- 
ceived before, in their ſtate of ſeparation, were 
hardly to be named in compariſon of that 
* more excceding and eternal weight of addi- 
tional glory.” 

What new kind of ſenſations ſhall entertain 
us in that day, what a rich variety of ſcenes 
we ſhall enjoy, what well-appointed and im- 
mortal organs we ſhall be turnithed with, inſtead 
of our preſent feeble eyes and ears, and what 
glorious and tranſporting objects ſhall ſurround 
us in thoſe unknown worlds, and fill the en- 
larged powers of the ſoul with ſenſible as well 
as intellectual delights : Theſe are wonders too 
ſublime even for our preſent conjecture, and 
are all reſerved in the counſels of God, to 
complete the final felicity ot the ſaints. 

Thus we have made it appear, that the 
knowledge and joy that belongs to the ſpirits 
of the juſt made perfect, may admit of large 
increaſe “. 

But can their holineſs be increaſed too! 
Can perfect holineſfs receive any 1mprove- 
ment ? | | 

I will 


There is a little treatiſe, called, The future ſlate, plan the 
greſſive tngwledge of the hei in beaten, written by a country gentiema? 
rubl bed 1593. wherein arc many ingenions thoughts on this ful jd. 
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[ will not aſſert any thing in this matter, leſt 
the manner of expreſſion ſhould offend weaker 
minds: But J deſire leave to enquire, whether 
thoſe who know moſt of God, do not love 
him beſt? Whether thoſe who have the bright- 
eſt and fulleſt viſions of him, are not moſt 
transformed into his image, and made moſt 
nearly like to him? Now it the ſeparate ſpirits 
ia heaven are advanced to different degrees of 
divine knowledge, may they not in this ſenſe 
have different degrees of holineſs too? Is it not 
poſſible that one ſaint ſhould love God more 
intenſcly than another, and be more impreſled 
with his likeneſs, as he beholds more of mis 
beauty ? Is it not poſſible that a ſoul ſhall grow 
in the ſtrength and fervour of its love and 
zeal for God, and be more exactly aſſimilated 
to him, as it gets nearer to God, and grows 
up into higher mcaſures of acquaintance with 
him? Has not the angel Gabricl, the apoſtle 
Paul, and the gloriſied human nature of Chriſt, 
in any reſpect more of holinets, or love, or 
likeneſs to God, than the meanelt faint or an- 
gel in heaven ? Is not their ſublimer knowledge 
and nearneſs to God attended with proportion- 
able rays of divine ſanctity and glory? Is not 
the divine image in theſe exalted faints more 
complete than in the very loweſt ? 

And yet we may boldly aflert, that tho 


meaneſt faint or angel there is ſo perfect in ho- 
0 lineſs. 
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lineſs, as to be free from all ſin: There is no— tl 
thing to be found in any ſpirit there, contre. || 4} 
ry to the nature or the will of God. 80 z pt 
foul releaſed from the body may perhaps grow I ne 
in likeneſs and love to God perpetually ; and I he 
yet it may have no {ſinful defects either in its I br 
love or conformity to God from the firſt mo- pr 
# ment of its entrance into heaven. bi 
i 1 ſhall firſt illuſtrate this by two ſimilitudes, I ft. 
9 and then propoſe a rational aud clear account 
of it in a way of argument. th 
When the diſtant morning-fun ſhines on 21 m 
piece of poliſhed metal, the metal reflects the 
face of the ſun in perfection, when the ſun firk I GR 
Tiſes on it. But the ſame inſtrument coming Han- 
directly under the meridian ſun-beams ſhall Nits 
reflect the ſame image brighter and warmer: Þ dif 
And yet every moment of this reflection, from ex- 
the morning to the higheſt noon, ſhall be per- to 
fect, that is, without ſpot, without blemiſh, An 
and without defect. Such perhaps is the holi- Bit | 
neſs of all the ſaints in heaven. 
Or ſhall I rather borraw a ſimilitude from 
ſcripture, and fay, the holineſs of the ſpirits in 
heaven is compared to fine linen? Rev. xis. ſhi 
3. © The fine linen clean and white, is the 
righteouſneſs of the ſaints; r gene THY 2/91, 
Now though a garment may be perfectly clean, Nr 
without the leaſt ſpot or ſtain, yet fine linen 
may grow whiter hourly, as it is bleached by Neri 
| the 
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the conſtant influence of the heavens. 80 
though every ſpnit be perfectly cleanſed and 
purified from all fin and deſilement, yet it is 
not impoſſible that the degrees of its grace and 
holineſs, or conformity to God, may grow 
brighter, and much improve by nearer ap- 
proaches to God, longer acquaintance with 
him, and the continued influences of his Maje- 
ſty and love. | 

Now let me propoſe a rational account of 
this matter to the conlideration of thoſe whole 
minds are raiſed above common prejudices. 

The holineſs of an innocent creature con- 
ſiſts in attaining the knowledge of the nature 
and will of God, according to the utmoſt of 
Its own preſent capacity, and the means of 
diſcovery which it enjoys, and in the various 
exerciſes of love to God in an exact proportion 
to its knowledge: or, to expreſs it briefly thus, 
An innocent creature is perfectly holy, when 
it knows and loves God to the utmoſt reach 
of its preſent powers. If this be done, there 
is no ſinful defect, no guilty imperfection ; and 
yet there may be almoſt an infinite difference 
in the various degrees of power and capacity, 
of knowledge and love, amongſt innocent ſpi- 
its: One ſpirit may be formed capable of 
knowing much more of his Maker than ano- 
her, and may be favoured with richer diſco- 
veries. Now if every new divine diſcovery 

O 2 raiſe 
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raiſe an equal proportion of love in the ſoul, 
then it is poſlible that any ſoul might be per- 
fectly holy at its firſt entrance into heaven, 
and yet may make ſublime advances in holi- 
nets hourly. 

Can we ſuppoſe that innocent Adam, at his 
very formation in paradiſe, knew all the won- 
ders of divine wiſdom and goodneſs that ever 
he was deſigned to attain, had he lived ſinleſs 
and immortal? And then can we believe, ſince 
his knowledge of his Maker's goodneſs and 
wiſdom was to receive continual advances, that 
he ſhould admire him no more, and love him 
no better after a thouſand years converſe with 
him, than he did at his firſt creation? Now 
the caſe of the ſaints in heaven is much the 
fame. The rule and meaſure of their duty 1 
their knowledge, and the rule and meaſure of 
their knowledge, is their own capacity and 
their means of diſcovery. They never fall 
ſhort of their duty, and therefore they have 
no fin: ard thus their holineſs may be every 
moment perfect, and yet perhaps, every mo- 
ment increaſing, as their capacities are enlarged, 
and receive new diſcoveries through all the 
ages of their iin mortality. 

Happy fouls! whoſe aſpiring knowledge and 
love and zeal, move onward hourly, and get 
ſtill nigher to their God! Surely while they 
dehold his face in the unveiled beauties of his 

8 holineſs, 
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holineſs, they ſhall love him with warmer zeal, 
and be more abundantly © ſatisſied with his 
lkeneſs,” Pfal. xvii. ult. 

After all that I have ſaid on this ſubject, 


ſome will inſiſt on this ch ect ian, namely, © Can 


there be any ſuch thing as imperfection in 
« heaven ? Is it not ſaid to be a perfect ſtate??? 
Now if the ſpirits above be always growing 
in excellency and holineſs, then they always 
are defective and cternally imperfect ; which 
is very hard to ſuppoſe concerning the ſaints 
in glory, and. contrary to the very expreſſion 
and letter of my text. 

The anſwer to this, is very eaſy to all that 
will give their reaſon leave to exerciſe itſelf 
upon juſt ideas, and to think and argue beyond 
che chime of words. 

Perfection (as I told you before) is not to. 
be taken here in an abſolute, but in à compa- 
native ſeriſe : Nothing is. abſolutely perfect but 
God; and in a compariſon of God, the highett 
and moſt exalted. of all creatures is, and will 
be eternally imperfect and detective : © The 
heavens are not pure in: his fight, and he 
charges his angels with folly,” Job iv. 15. 
Even the Man Chriſt Jeſus mall for ever fall 
ſhort of the perfection of the divine natuie to 
which he is united; and in this ſenſe will be 
un perfect for cver. 

02 But 
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Bur where any creature has attained to ſuch 
exalted degrees of excellency as are far ſupe- 
nor to what others have attained, it is the 
cuſtom of the ſcripture to call them perfect, 
and that with a deſign to do honour to their 
character: So Noah “ was a juſt man, and 
perfect in his generation,” Gen. vi. 9. Job 
alſo has this honour done him, “he was per- 
fect and upright,” Job i. 1. And the faints on 
earth are called perfect in many parts of the 
word of God, even while they are here on 
earth, and have many defects and imperfections. 
So though it be literally true, that the ſaints in 
heaven are continually imperfect in compari— 
ſon of God and Chriſt, and of what they them- 
ſelves ſhall further attain; yet the ſcripture, 
which delights to do honour to them, chuſes 
rather to call them perfect, becauſe of the 
ſublime degree of excellency they poſſeſs above 
their fellow-ſaints on earth: and it is not fit 
for us to degrade them in our common lan- 
guage, by the diminiſhing and abaſing names 
ct defect and imperfection, though their pre- 
ſent perfection and excellency admits of ever- 
laſting increaſe. 

If any man, after he has rcad this treatiſe 
thus far, and has duly weighed all the former 
arguments, can ſee force enough in this laſt - 
jeftion to baffle or deſtroy them all, or can find 
terror enough in the mere ſound of the word 


1 mperfect 
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inperſet to forbid his aſſent; I defire he may 
not be diſturbed in the poſſeſſion of his own 
ſentiments, till the ſweet and ſurpriſing ſenſa- 
tions of ever-growing felicity convince him, 
that heaven is a place of glorious improve- 
meat. 

This ſhall ſuffice for the third general head 
of my diſcourſe, wherein I have ſhewn that 
the perfection of the fpirits of the juſt is ſuch a 
perfection as admits of a rich variety of em- 
ployments and pleaſures, according to the va- 
nous taſte and inclination of the bleſſed; it 
allows of their different degrees of felicity, ac- 
cording to their different capacities and pre- 
parations : it furniſhes each bleſſed ſpirit with 
a frequent change of pleaſures, and it gives 
room tor perpetual increaſe. 
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5 H Tr. V. 
Of the means of attaining this perfection. 


AI fourth and laſt enquiry is this, © How 
do theſe good ſpirits of juſt men ar- 
tive at this perfection?“ 

I anjwer, © By the death of the body, and 
& their departure from fleſh and blood!“ 

You will aſk what reaſons are there, why 
their departure from the body fthould bring 
them into the perfect ſtate? 1 will content 
myſelf to mention theſe four. 

I. Becauſe at death their ſtate of trial 1s 
ended, and the time of recompence begins by 
divine appointment : now all their impertec- 
tions muſt end with their ſtate of trial. 

This is the account of things in the ſcrip- 
ture; Heb. ix. 27. © It is appointed for all 
men once to die, and after death the judgment.” 
At the hour of death theſe words are ſpoken 
aloud in the moſt dreadful or moſt delightful 
language; Rev. xxii. 11. © He that is unjuſt 
or filthy, let him be fo ſtill : He that is righte- 
ous and holy, let him be ſo ſtill.” And then 
upon the determination of the ſtate, the reward 
or recompence follows, ver. 12. * My reward 


is with me, to give to every man according as 


his work fliall be,” 
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Many inconveniencies, and imperfections, 
and diſliculties, are proper for a ſtate of trial, 
and by theſe methods we are trained up for 
glory. Chriſt himſelf was ignorant of many 
things in the day of his trial; his knowledge 
on carth was imperfect, and his joys were ſo 
too : for he © grew in wiſdom and knowledge; 
he was a Man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 


grief. Though he was a Son, yet he learned 


obedience by the things that he ſuffered ; and 
the Captain of our ſalvation was made perfect 
through ſufferings ;”” Heb. v. 8. and chap. ii. 
10. But when the time of probation and 
ſuffering ceaſes, then perfection is come, and 
glory appears. 

Hail, bleſſed ſpirits above, who have paſſed 
your ſtate of trial well! You have run the la- 
borious race under many burdens, and you 
have received the prize. You have fought 
with mighty enemics, you have overcome a 
thouſand difficulties, and you enjoy the crown. 
No more ſhall you complain of the mixture of 
error with your knowledge, no more ſhall you 
groan under the perplexitics of thought, the 
tumults of paſſion, the burdens of indwelling 
iniquity, nor cry out becauſe of oppreſſing e- 
nemies or ſorrows. The hour of your trial is 
fniſhed. You have been ſincere and faithful 
in your imperfect ſervices, and you are arrived 
at the world of perfection. 


I. At 
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IT. At the hour of death the ſpirits of the 
juſt leave all the natural and the ſinful infirmi- 
ties of fleſh and blood behind them, which are 
the cauſes and ſprings of a thouſand imperfec- 
tions. | 

The very natural circumitances and neceſ. 
ſities of the body, and the inconveniencies that 
attend it in this frail ſtate, do very much em- 
barraſs and clog the ſpirit in its purſuit of know- 
ledge, or holineſs, or divine joy. 

The fleſh is a dark covering to the ſoul ; it 
beclouds our ideas, confuſes our conceptions, 
and prevents a clear and diſtint knowledge of 
a thouſand objects. It is a dull dark taber- 
nacle for a ſpirit's reſidence. It has windows 
indecd to let in light, but thoſe very windows, 
like painted or curled glaſs, too often diſco- 
lour the objects, or diftort the ſhape of them. 
Theſe very ſenſes of ours frequently impole 
upon us in our ſearches after truth, and repre- 
ſent things, not as they are in themſelves, and 
in their own nature, but as they are uſeful or 
hurtful to us; and often we pals a falſe judg- 
ment on the nature of things by their influence, 
and are led into many miſtakes in our enquiries 
after knowledge. 

Our fancy or imagination raiſes up falſe i- 
mages of things, and we forſake the ſolid and 
real truth, to follow the ſhapes, and colours, 
and W of it painted upon fancy. 

From 
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From our very infancy, our fouls are im- 
poſed upon by the animal; we draw in early 
many falſe judgments, and eſtabliſh them dai- 
ly. We are nurſed up in prejudice againſt a 
hundred truths both in the philoſophical, the 
moral, and the religious life; and it is the la- 
bour of an age even for a wiſe and good man 
to wear off a tew of them, and to judge with 
any tolcrable freedom, evidence and certainty. 

A great part of our life is ſpent in ſleep, 
wherein the ſoul is bound up from exerting any 
regular thoughts, confined every night to a 
periodical delirium, ſubjected to all the flutter- 
ing tyranny of the animal-ſpirits, and dragged 
away into all the wild wanderings of dream- 
ing nature : and indeed the thoughts of many 
of us always, and of all of us ſometimes, even 
when we arc awake, are but little better, be- 
cauſe we perpetually dance after the motions 
of paſſion and fancy, and our reaſon ſeldom 
judges without them. Alas! how imperfect 
is the beſt of us in knowledge here 

But knowledge is not the only good of which 
the body deprives the ſpirit. The neceſſities of 
the body, hunger and thirſt, weakneſs and 
wearineſs, and drowly ſpirits, {it very heavy 
upon the ſoul, and hinder it in the purſuit of 
holy and heavenly thoughts, break oft many 
x divine meditation, and interrupt and ſpoil 
many a delightful picce of worſhip. In ſick- 
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ne, or in old age, what long and weighty 
troubles, what tireſome 1nfirmities clog the 
ſoul, and what reſtleſs pains of nature over. 
whelm the ſpirit, and forbid the lively exer. 


ciſes of devotion |! 


And then alſo the ſinful appetites and per- 
verſe aftections of nature are very much ſeat- 
ed in fleſh and blood: So much, that the 2. 
poltle in many places calls the principles of fn 
by the general name of fleſh. Read the latter 
end of the ſeventh chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
Romans. How doth he complain of the © fleſh, 
and members of the body,” which are fatal 
inſtruments of fin and Satan! Read the black 
catalogue of iniquities, Gal. v. 19, 20, 21, 
and hear them called © the works of the fleſh,” 
Pride, and malice, and enyy, and luſt, and 
covetouſneſs, and wrath, and rcvenge, are 
found ſecretly working in fleſh and blood. 
O how much are the ſprings of theſe ſinful 
evils ſeated in the very compolition of depraved 
animal nature! And how is the poor labour- 
ing ſpirit of a faint dreadfully betrayed” there: 
by into frequent actual guilt, even notwith- 
ſtanding all its care and watchfulneſs! * 0 
wretched men that we are! who ſhall dcliver 
us!“ Bleſſed be God, there is a time of re- 
leaſe. 


And as our knowledge and our holineſs ate 


rendered very imperfect, by reaſon of theſe 
ſenſibic 
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ſenſible and corrupt engines of fleſh and blood, 
ſo are the joys and ſatisfactions of the foul 
perpetually impaired and diminilned thereby. 
The heart of the faint is in pun to feel fin 
working in it, and the conſcience complains 
under the anzuilh of guilt. Bleiled be God 
for the balm that is found in the blood of Chriſt 
to caſe the anguiſh of conlcience. 

Beſides, what ſpirit can enjoy perfect peace, 
while it is tied to ſo many thoutand nerves, 
each of which may become an inſtrument ot 
intenſe pain aud torture ? And the body itfelf 
has ſharp humours enough in it to corrode 
thoſe nerves, and fill the indwelling ſpirit with 
zgonies. What millions of ſeeds of puntul 
diſeaſe lurk in animal nature, that render this 
body a moſt uncomfortable dwelling And how 
many thouland ſtrokes and accidents are we 
liable to from abroad, whence new pains and 
ſorrows are derived to the foul: The wind and 
the weather, the rain and the hail, and the 
ſcorching fun, the air, the water, and fire, and 
every element, may aſilict the animal, and pain 
the unhappy ſpirit. 

But O happy fouls, that are free from all 
the cumberſome and miſchievous influences of 
lleſh and blood! from theſe iaſtruments of ini- 
quity, and tprings of deadly guilt and torment? 
Happy touls, that are releaſed from ficx and 
languiſhing bodies, from fezble and burd-n- 
P ſome 


160 THE HAPPINESS OF 


ſome limbs, and all the tireſome and painful 
diſorders of dying nature! that are raiſed be. 
yond the reach and. injury of all theſe lower 
elements, theſe mediums of diſeaſe and pain! 
Rejoice and triumph, ye priſoners newly dif- 
charged, ye feel the pleaſurable truths that we 
gueſs at, but ye feel and enjoy them with 2 
reliſh of pleaſure beyond all our conjectures, 
Rejoice and exult in your new liberty, like a 
bird releaſed from the impriſoning cage, and 
ſing with ſweeteſt notes to the praiſe of your 
Redeemer. O worſhip and ſerve him in the 
full freedom of all your active powers ; attend 
at his feet with intenſe delight, and love him 
„ with joy unſpeakable and full of glory.” 

III. By the death of the body, and their re- 
leaſe from it, © theſe ſpirits of the juſt are free 
from all the tempting powers and the ſinful 
influences of earth and hell.” 

This world of ſenfible allurements, and thi 
world of ſinful men, hath a mighty influence 
on the ſpirits of the ſaints while they dwell in 
fleſh and blood. How often are we deceived 
into practices of iniquity by the enticing vn. 
nities of this life? How often tempted by evil 
companions, by flattering miſchiefs and en- 
ſnaring circumſtances? and many times too 


the fear of men, and the terror of their threat. 
nings, fright us to a neglect of duty, or hur- 
ry us into the commiſſion of fome actual ini 


quity. 
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quity. 
lite tie our hearts to the creatures by the bands 
of exceſſive love; and ſometimes the injuries 
and reproaches we receive from them, kindle 
our fiery paſſions, and rouze up our ſinful 
wrath and revenge. 

This world alſo is much under the evil in- 
fluences of the prince of darkneſs ; he is called 
the God of this world : It is greatly given up 
to the ravages of the roaring lion, and he wor- 
ries the ſpirits of the ſaints while they dwell 
within his territories, though he is not ſuffered 
to deſtroy and devour them. 

But at the moment of death the happy ſpi- 
tit is releaſed from the ſenſes, and thereby from 
the impreſſions of all ſenſible things. 

All the flattering vanities of this lower world 
have no more power to entice the ſoul, than the 
groſſeſt ſenſualities could entice a pure angel. 
Sinful companions can no more invite, and 
threatning tyrants have no more power to ter- 
rify. 

The ſpirit is then got out of the territories 
of Satan ; he is © prince of the power of the 
air,” but his dominion reaches no farther. 
The heaven where Chriſt is, never admits 
him; „ Michael with his angels hath caſt out 
the old dragon and his angels, and there is no 
more place found for them there. Happy ſpi- 
rits, delivered and ſecured from the devil and 
P 2 the 
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the world at once, and from all their tempting 
and deſtructive influences! 

Now when a ſanctified ſoul is thus relcafcd, 
both from its union to finful fleſh and blood, 
and from all poſſible aſſaults of the powers of 
earth and hell, it may be worth our enquiry, 
& VWhcther this releaſe be not ſufficient of it. 
& felt to render the work of ſanctification 
complete,“ and bring it to a ſtate of pertec- 
tion, fuppoling ſtill the ordinary concurrence 
or influcuce of the ſanctitying Spirit? Or 
„ whether there muſt be an immediate, al- 
* mighty and pieſent change wrought in the 
„ ſoul-by a new and extraordinary influence 
of the bleſſed Spirit at the very moment of 
% death, by which ſanctification is at once 
% compleated ?“ Which of theſe is true, | 
know not. I confeſs this laſt has generally 
been the opinion of our proteſtant writers; 
and perhaps it may be the truth: But the ſcrip- 
ture is ſilent. 

Who can tell therefore whether a holy ſoul, 
that hath received the divine ſced of grace 
(which is called the divine nature) and is rege— 
nerated, and renewed, and ſanctiſied by the 
Holy Spirit, hath not all its rcmaining fins and 
imperfections owing to its bonds of ſinful fleſh 
and blood? And whether its compliance with 
ſo many temptations, is not to be attributed 
to its cloſe attachments to corrupt animal na- 
ture 
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ture and ſenſible things? And therefore whe- 
ther this ſanctiſied nature would not become 
completely free from fin, when it is freed from 
all the influence of a tempting body and à 
tempting world ? Whether the divine bent and 
bias that is given it by the Spirit of God at 
firſt converſion, and by which it maintains con- 
tinual oppoſition to ſinful fleſh, would not 


make its own way toward perfection without 


new and extraordinary operations? Whether 
this would not be ſufficient to cauſe the ſoul 
for ever to aſcend naturally toward God in 
deſire, and love, and delight, when all clogs 
and embarraſſments are removed? So a veſlel 
filled with upper air, and dragged down by 
ſome heavy weight to the bottom of the ſea, 
labours and wreſtles with the uneaſy burden, 
and hath a perpetual tendency towards this 
upper region: But if the weight be once ta- 
ken off, it immediately of itſelf riſes through 
the water, and. never ceaſes its motion till it 
come to the ſurface. 
| confeſs this is à nice ſpeculation, and of 
doubtful evidence; though when St. Paul lays 
his finful compliances and captivity ſo much 
to the charge of his fleſh and members in the 
viith chapter to the Romans, and in other places 
of his writings, one would be ready to think 
St. Paul was of this opinion. However, this 
we are ſure of, that a ſanctiſied ſoul releaſed 
P 3 from 
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ſrom the body ſhall be made free from every 
fin. and its abſence from fleſh and the world 
have a large if no ſufficient influence to effect 
this freedom. 

And if we ſhould grant it, that a foul juſt 


diſmiſled from this world is not perfectly ſanc- 


tified by the mere influence of this releaſe ; yet 
this perfection is ſufficiently ſecured by its di- 
miſſion from fleſh ; for “ when abſent from the 
body, it is preſent with the Lord: And this 
leads me to the next particular, namely, 

IV. At death the ſpirits of the juſt, releaſed 
from bodies, enter into another ſtate, a difle- 
rent world, where they have a thoutand ad- 
vantages for improvement in knowledge, and 
advances in holneſs and joy, vaſtly beyond 
what any thing in this world could furnith 
them with. 

They fee God, and are“ for ever with him, 
they behold him face to face,” as I have be— 
fore explained it, in a more immediate and in- 
tuitive manner; and doubtleſs ſuch a fight fills 
the ſpirit with a clearer and brighter idea of the 
nature and attributes of God, than all the for- 
mer leſſons it had learnt in the books of nature 
and of icripture could ever give it. 

They ſce our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, our glorificd 
Saviour, in ſuch a way and manner as glori— 
fied ſcparate ſpirits can converſe with ipirits 
imbodicd ; and one ſuch a view as this will 

| perhaps 
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perhaps lead us into more intimate acquaint- 
ance with his human nature and his united 
Godhead, than many years of converſe with 
him by all the mediums of ordinances, thoſe 
divine glaſles, wherein © we fee him darkly,” 
(as the apoſtle ſpeaks) and whereby God and 
Chriſt repreſent and manitęſt themſelves to 
ſaints on earth, _ 

And as our knowledge ſhall receive immenſe 
and ſurpriſing improvements by theſe new me- 
thods of diſcovery, fo I think it ſhall in due 
proportion advance our holineſs or contormity 
to God the Father, and his brighteſt image, 
Chriſt Jeſus; for we cannot behold them in 
ſuch a manner without a glorious transforma- 
tion into their likeneſs, as I have hinted al- 
ready, 

When a ſoul, that hath a new nature given 
it by ſanctitying grace, is placed in the imme- 
diate view and preſence of God the moſt Holy, 
it will ever be growing into a greater degree 
of nearneſs and love, and it will be powerful- 
ly changed more and more into the likeneſs of 
God himſelf, as a needle when placed within 
the reach of a loaditone's attractive power, 
ceaſes not its motion till it be joined in perfect 
union, and itfclf acquires the virtues of that 
wonderful mincral. 

Nor 1s it poſſible in heaven that we ſhould 
advance in knowledge and holineſs without an 
equal 
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equal improvement in felicity and joy. On earth 
indeed we are told, He that will live godly, 
ſhall ſufler perſecution; and he that increaſes 
knowledge, increaſes forrow,” 2 Lim. iii. 12, 
and Eccles. i. 18. But as heaven is high above 
the earth, ſo are the cuſtoms and the bleſlings 
of that ſtate ſuperior to this; for there are no 
preſent ſorrows to be known, nor any future 
to be feared : and holineſs has no enemy there. 
All things round the faint, ſhall have a ten- 
dency to promote his bleſſedneſs. 

The ſpirit of a good man releaſed from the 
body, and aſcending to heaven, is ſurrounded 
with thouſands and ten thouſands of bletled 
ſpirits of the human and angelick order: When 
it gets within the confines of the heavenly 

country, it ſweetly and infenſibly acquires tlic 
genius and temper of the inhabitants; it breathes, 
as it were, a new air, and lives, and thinks, 
and acts juſt as they do. It ſhines and burns 
with new degrees of knowledge, zeal and love, 
and exults in the tranſporting communications 
of the ſame joy. 

How vaſltly ſnhall our underſtandings. be im- 
proved by the kind narratives and inſtructions 
of the ſaints that arrived at heaven before 
us, and by converſe with the miniſtring an- 
gels ? 

You will ſay perhaps, that we ſhall have no 
need of their teaching when we have got to hea- 


ven, 
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ven, for we ſhall be near to God himſclf, and 
receive all immediately from him. 

But hath the ſcripture any where excluded 
the aſſiſtance of our fellow ſpirits? God can 
teach us here on earth immediately by his own 
ſpirit, without the uſe of books and letters, 
without the help of prophets and miniſters, 
men of the like paſſions with ourſelves ;”* and 
yet he chuſes rather to do it in an inſtrumen- 
tal way, and makes his creatures in the lower 
world the means of our inſtruction under the 
ſuperior influence of his own ſpirit : and why 
may he not uſe the ſame methods to commu- 
nicate knowledge to the ſpirits that newly ar- 


rive at that upper world? 


There we ſhall ſee the patriarchs of the old 
world, and prophets of the old diſpenſation, as 
well as the apoſtles and evangeliſts of Chriſt 
and his goſpel. There we ſhall be converſant 
with thoſe bleſſed angels whom he has uſed as 
miniſters of his vengeance, or his mercy, to 
perſons and churches, families and nations : 
and they will not be unwilling to inform us 
of thoſe great and ſurpriſing tranſactions of 
God with men. 

There we ſhall find a multitude of other e- 


minent ſaints before and after Chriſt. 


Adam doubtleſs will take a peculiar pleaſure 
in acquainting all his happy poſterity with the 
ſpecial form and terms of the covenant of in- 
nocency; 
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nocency; he ſhall tell us the nature of the trees 
of knowledge and of life, and how fatally he 
fell, to the ruin of his unborn offspring. Un- 
happy father, deriving iniquity and death down 
to his children! But with what immenſe {a- 
tis faction and everlaſting ſurpriſe he views the 
ſecond Adam, his Son and his Saviour, and 
ſtands in adoration and tranſport, while he 
beholds millions of his ſeed that he once ruin- 
ed, now raiſed to ſuperior glories, above the 
promiſes of the law of works, by the inter- 
vening influence of 2 Mediator? Enoch, the 
man that walked with God, and Elijah, the 
great reformer, ſhall inſtruct us how they were 
tranſlated to heaven, and paſſed into a bleſſed 
immortality without calling at the gates of 
death. Noah will relate to his ſons among 
the bleſſed, what was the wickedneſs of the 
old world before the flood, that provoked God 
their Maker to drown them all; he ſhall en- 
tertain us with the wonders of the ark, and 
the covenant of the rainbow in all its glorious 
colours. Abraham, the father of the faithful, 
and the friend of God, ſhall talk over again 
with us his familiar converſe with God and 
angels in their frequent apparitions to him; 
and ſhall tell us how much the promiſed ſeed 
tranſcends all the poor low ideas he had of him 
in his obſcure age of prophecy. For we can- 
not ſuppoſe that all intimate converſe with our 

father 
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father Abraham ſhall be forbidden us, by any 
of the laws or manners of that heavenly coun- 
try, ſince heaven itſelf is deſcribed by our 
fitting dow n' as at one table with Abraham, 
and“ dwelling in his boſom,” Matt, vill. 11. 

and Luke xiv. 15. and xvi. 23. 

There Paul and Moſes ſhall join together to 
give us an account of the Jewiſh law, and read 
wondrous and entertaining lectures on the 
types and figures of that conomy, and ſtill 
lead our thoughts to the glorious Antitype 
with ſurpriſing encomiums of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus. Paul ſhall unfold to us the dark places 
of his own writings, better than he himſelf 
once underſtood them; and Moſes ſhall become 
an interpreter of his own law, who knew fo 
little of the myſtery and beauty of it on earth 
himſelf. 

There we ſhall acquaint ourſelves with ſome 
of the ancient fathers of the Chriſtian church, 
and the martyrs, thoſe dying champions of the 
faith, and honours of the Chriſtian name. 
Theſe will recount the various providences of 
God to the church in their ſeveral ages, and 
tow the viſions of St. John in the book of Re- 
velation, not in the morning twilight of pro- 
phecy, but as in the light of noon, as a public 
hiſtory, or as an evening rehearſal of the tranſ- 
actions of the day. The witnefſes themſelves 
thall tell us how they “ propheſied in ſack- 

cloth.“ 
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cloth,” and were {lain by the man of ſin ; how 
they © roſe from the dead in three days and a 
halt,” and how the church was at laſt reform- 
cd from the popith mytteries of iniquity and 
ſuperſtition. Cranmer and Ridley, Calvin and 
Luther, and the reſt of the pious reformers, 
ſhall make known to us the labours and ſuffer- 
ings of their age, and the wonders of pure 
Chriſtianity, riſing as it were out of the grave, 
and throwing oft the chains, the darkneſs and 
deflements of Antichriſt : And thoſe holy fouls 
who labourcd in the retormaticn of Great Bn- 
tain, while they relate the tranſactions of their 
day, ſhall perhaps enquire and wonder why 
their ſucceſlors put a ſtop to that bleſfed work, 
and have made no further progreſs in a hun- 
dred and fifty years. 

Did one of the elders near the throne give 
notice to the apoſtle John concerning the mar- 
tyrs, Rev. vii. 14. © Theſe are they which 
came out of great tribulations, and have wafh- 
ed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb ;”” and thall we not ſuppole 
that the happy ſpirits above tell one another 
their victorics over lin and temptation, and the 
powers of this world? Shall not the martyrs, 
who triun phed in their own blood, and over- 
came Satan and Antichriſt “ by the blood of 
the Lamb, and the word of their teſtimony,” 
ſhall they not make it known te the inhabi— 

tants 
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tznts of the upper world, and tell it to the ho- 
nour of Chriſt, their Captain and their King, 
how they fought, and died, and conquered ? 
Methinks 1 hear theſe noble hiſtorians rehear- 
ling their ſacred tragedy ; how they entertain 
a bright circle of liſtening angels and fallow- 
ſpirits with their own glorious and dreadful 
ſtory, dreadful to fuller, and glorious to re- 
lite ! 

Shall it be (5jefed here, That all the glori- 
hed ſaints cannot be ſuppoſed to maintain im- 
mediate diſcourſe with thoſe bleſſed ancients ? 
Can thoſe ancients be 1magined to repeat the 
{ime ſtories perpetually afreſh, to entertain 
every ſtranger that is newly arrived at hca- 
ven? | 

| anfecer ; That ſince one ſingle ſpirit dwel- 
ling in fleſh can communicate his thoughts im- 
mediately to five or fix thouſand hearers at 
once by his voice, and to millions more ſuc- 
ceſſively by books and writing, it is very un- 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſpirits made perfect 
and gloriſied have not a power ot communt- 
cating their thoughts to many more thouſands 
by immediate converfe: and it is paſt our 
reach to conceive what unknown methods may 
be in uſe amongſt them, to trantinit their 1deas 
and narratives in a much ſwitter ſucceſſion, 
than by books and writings, through all the 


courts of heaven, and to intorm all the new 
Q comers, 


„ 
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comers, without putting each happy ſpirit te wor 
the everlaſting labour of a tireſome repeti · | ſtar 
tion. fait 
Though every faint in heaven ſhould not be] ind 
admitted to immediate and ſpeedy converſeſjng 
with thoſe ſpirits of renown in paſt ages, yet anc 
doubtleſs thoſe glorious minds have commu. ff ref 
nicated their narratives, and the memoirs off hol 
their age, to thouſands of that bleſſed world] 
already, and from them we may receive a re- 
petition of the ſame wonders with faithfulne( I im 
and exact truth. Hiſtory and chronology are ſur 
no precanous and uncertain ſciences in that I aff 
country. rer 
It is very probable indeed, that we ſhall have no 
more intimate nearneſs to, and more familiat I zn 
communion with thoſe ſpirits that were of the 15 
ſame age and place with ourſelves, and of the ſpi 
lame church or family; for we can more de-. 
Uüghtfully expatiate in our converſe with them 
about the ſame providences and the ſame me- 
thods of grace, and agrecably entertain and 
improve each other with notices of the affair 
of the upper and lower worlds. 

Nor muſt we ſuppoſe ſuch fort of hiſtorical et 
converic among the bleſſed ſpirits is merely de · ¶ fo 
ſigned to fill the mind with new and ſtrange I gi 
ideas. This plcaſure, conſidered by itſelf, ö in 
not ſacred enough for the ſpirits of the juſt I 2 
made perfect. There is not a narrative in the ſt 

world, 
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t tel world, but ſhall diſcloſe ſome wondrous ir- 
eti · tances of divine wiſdom or mercy, power or 
faithfulneſs, patience and forgiveneſs, or wrath 
and juſtice : The ſpeaker ſhall feel the work- 
ings with all proper reverence, zeal and love; 
and every hearer ſhall be impreſſed with cor- 
-£ reſpondent affections, and join in adoration and 
holy wonder. 

And while we ſpeak of the means and ad- 
Juntages that glorified ſpirits enjoy for their 
improvement in all the parts of their felicity, 
ſurely we may expect the greateſt and the deft 
alſiſtances, even thoſe of the Holy Spirit, to 
render all theſe means more effectual. Is he 
not promiſed © to abide with us, to be in us, 
ind dwell with us for ever?” John xiv. 16, 
17. Is he not repreſented as dwelling in the 
che ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, when it is ſaid, 
de: * the ſpirit that dwelleth in them ſhall raiſe 
em ¶ their mortal bodies” from the dead? Rom. viii. 
ne. ti. May we not then reaſonably infer, That 
od F that glorious Spirit, who hath been our En- 
i lghtner, our Comforter, and Sanctifier on 

earth, will be our perpetual Enlightner, our 
cu eternal Sanctifier, and our everlaſting Com- 
le · ſorter? He that hath ſo wonderfully begun the 
ge divine work in us, and laid foundations of joy 
in knowledge and holineſs, will he not finiſh. 
it and perfect his own work, and add the top- 
he ſtone to crown the heavenly building ? 
d, Q 2 O bleſſed 
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O bleſſed ſtate of ſpirits diſcharged from tie 52g 
priton of fleth and this world! this wicked gy 
world, where Satan the evil {pint has ſo wide 
a range, and fo poiſonous an influence, and 
where ſinful men ſwarm on every ſide, and bcar 
the largeſt ſway! What divine advantages are ten 
you poſſeſſed of, for the improvement of all ed 
your ſacred excellencies and joys! When ve me 
can raiſe our thoughts a little, and ſurvey your 
privileges, we feel ſomewhat of an inward with Þ — 
to dwell among you, and ſend a breathing 
meditation, or a glance of warm deſire towards 
your world and your ſociety, We poor pri 
ſoner-ſpirits, when we hear ſuch tidings from 
the country at which you are arrived, we ſtretch 
our wings a little, and are ready to with fo: 
the flight. But God our Sovercign mult ap. 
point the hour; he ſees that we are not yet 
refined enough. Keep our ſouls, O Father, in 
this erect poiture, looking, reaching and long: 
ing for the celeſtial world, till thou haſt com- 
pletely prepared us for the promiſed glory, 
and then give us the joyful word of diſmiſ- 
lion. 

Thus J have endeavoured to make it appear 
on what accounts a diſmiſſion from the body 
is both the ſeaſon when, and the means where 
by the ſpirits of the juſt arrive at this perfec: 
tion. Their ſtate of trial is ended at death, 


and therefore all inconveniences and imper- 
fectious 


r 
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fections muſt ceaſe by divine appointment: 
By death the ſoul is releaſed from all the 
troubleſome and tempting influences of fleſh 
and blood ; it is delivered from this finful 
world, it is got beyond the reach of Satan the 
tempter and the tormenter; and it is ſurround- 
ed with à thouſand advantages for improve- 
ment in knowledge, holineſs and joy. 


hh ——— —b— 


SEC r. 
Remarks on the foregoing diſcourſe. 


RE the ſpirits of the juſt made 

pertect at the death of the 
body? then we may be aſſured that they nei- 
ther die nor ſleep; for ſleep and death are 
both inconſiſtent with this. ſtate of 8 
which I have deſcribed.. 

The dead faints are not loſt nor extinct. 
They are not periſhed out of God's world,. 
though they are gone from ours. They are 
no more in the world that is enlightened by 
the fun and moon, and the glimmering ſtars; 
but they theinſelves ſhine glorioully, like ſtars 
of different magnitude,. in the world where 
there is no ſun, nor is there any need of the 
moon to ſhine in it, tor the glory of God en- 
lighteas it, and the Lamb is the everlaſting 


Q 3 Light 


Remark I. 
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Light thereof,“ Rev. xxi. 23. They are Io! 
trom earth, but they are found in heaven, 
They are dead to us at preſcnt, but they are 
alive to God their Father, and to Jeſus their 
Saviour; they are alive to the holy angels, and 
to all their fellow - ſaints in that upper world. 

If there had been any ſuch thing as a foul 
ſleeping or dying, our Saviour would never 
have argued thus with the Sadducces, Luke 
XX. 37, 38. nor have proved the doctrine of 
the reſurrection from the doctrine of the ſepa— 
rate ſtate of fouls: It is as it he had laid, “ A- 
Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob are dead long ago; 
& but God is the God of Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob fiiil :” Now God is not the God of 
the dead, but the God of the living;“ there- 
fore the ſouls of thoſe patriarchs are yet alive, 
for they all live to God in the ſeparate ſtate, 
and they ſhall appear in their complete human 
nature, ſoul and body, at the reſurrection. 
This is the language and the force of our Savi- 
our's argument, and therefore J muſt believe 
the ſoul of Abraham is alive now. 

When jeſus promiſes the penitent thief upon 
the croſs, Luke xx. 43. © This day ſhalt 
thou be with me in paradiſe ;'” can we perſuade 
ourſelves that he intended no more than that 
the thief ſhould be with him in the grave, or 
in a ſtate of indolence and inſenſibility ? Does 
he not aſſure him in theſe words, that there is 

1 
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a ſtate of happineſs for ſpirits diſmiſſed from 


the body, whither the ſoul of our Lord Jeſus 
was going, and where the dying penitent 
ſhould fiad him ? 

So when the infidel Jews ſtoned Stephen the 
firſt martyr, Acts vii. 59. While he expreſſed 
his faith and hope in theſe words, Lord Je- 
ſus, receive my ſpirit ;” was this ſpirit of his 
to be laid aſleep till the reſurrection?! Can we 
ſuppoſe the dying ſaint would have made ſuch 
a requeſt upon to lethargic a principle, and in 
the view of ſuch a ſtupid ſtate? No, ſurely; 
for he expected, and deſired, and prayed to 
be received to dwell where Chritt is, and to 
behold that glory which he had a glimpſe of 
in the agonies of death. 

Would tlie apoſtle Paul have been ſo willing 
to be abſent from the body,” where he did 
much ſervice for his Saviour, it he had not a 
joytul view of being © preſent with the Lord?“ 
as he expreſſes it, 2 Cor. v. 8. What doth he 
mean by this bleſfed language of“ preſence 
with the Lord,“ it his foul was to he aſleep in 
a ſenſeleſs and unactive ſtate till the fecond 
coming of Jelus? Or would he have told the 
Philippians, chap. i. ver. 23. that he had © a 
deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which 
s far better,” if he head hoped for no advan- 
tage from his ſpirit by it, but a mere ſtupid 
udolence and reſt in the lilent grave ? 

Beſides, 
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Beſides, we are told of © rebellious ſpirits 
that are in priſon,” 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. and of 
« Sodom and Gomorrah ſuffering the vengeance 
of eternal fire,”” Jude, ver. 9. Whether this 
be material fire, or merely a metaphor to ex- 
preſs torment, is not neceſſary to enquire here: 
But ſurely we can never imagine that the juſ- 
tice of God has provided the priſon of hell and 
kery torments for the ſouls of the wicked, ſe- 
parate from bodies; and yet that the mercy 
and goodneſs of God has provided no heaven 
of happineſs for the ſpirits of thoſe that have 
loved, honoured and obeyed him all the days 
they dwelt in the fleſh. There is then, there 
is certainly a ſtate of happineſs prepared for 
holy ſouls immediately after death. 

When we think of our pious friends depart- 
ed, our fooliſh imagination is too ready to in- 
dulge and improve our forrow. We fit foli- 
tary in the parlour or the chamber, we mits 
them there, and we cry, © They are Joſt.” 
We retire melancholy to the cloſet and bewail 
a loſt father, or loſt mother, or perhaps a near- 
er and dearer relative. We miſs them in ous 
daily converſation, we miſs them in all their 
friendly offices, and their endearing ſenſible 
characters, and we are ready to fay again, 
Alas! they are loſt,” This is the language 
of fleſh and blood, of ſenſe and fancy. Come, 
let our faith teach us to think and ſpeak of 


them 
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them under a more chearful and juſter re- 
preſentation : They are not utterly loſt, for 
they © are preſent with Chriſt and with God.” 
They are departed our world, where all things 
are imperfect, to thoſe upper regions where 
light and perfection dwell. They have left 
their offices and ſtations here among us, but 
they are employed 1n a far diviner manner, and 
have new ſtations and nobler offices on high. 
Their places on earth indeed © know them no 
more,” but their places in heaven know them 
well, even thoſe glorious manſions that were 
prepared for them from the foundation of 
the world.” Their place is empty in the carth- 
ly ſanctuary, and on the days of ſolemn aſ- 
ſembly ; but they appear above in the heaven- 
ly Jeruſalem as fair pillars and ornaments in 
the temple of God on high, and ſhall for ever 
dwell with him there. 

It is a very natural enquiry now, © But 
« where are theſe places ot bleſſed ſpirits ? 
* What part of the creation is it, in which 
„they have their reſidence ?“ Is it above or 
below the ſun ? Is their habitation in any of 
the planetary or ſtarry worlds? Or are they fled 
beyond them all? Where is the proper place 
of their preſence ? 

Let me propoſe a brief anſwer to theſe curi- 
ous queſtions, in a few propoſitions. 

1. The 
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t. The chief properties of ſpirits are know- 
ledge and activity; and they are faid to be 
preſent there, where they have an immediate 
perception of any thing, and where they lay 
out their immediate activity or influence. So 
our ſouls are faid to be prefent with our bodies, 
becauſe they have immediate conſciouſneſs or 
knowledge of what relates to the body, and 
they move it, and act upon, or influence it, in 
an immediate manner. 

2. God, the infinite Spirit, has an imme- 

diate and univerſal preſence ; that is, he is im- 
mediately conſcious of, and acquainted with 
every thing that paſſeth in all the known and 
unknown parts of the creation, and by his pre- 
ſerving and governing power manages all things. 
Whereſoever he diſplays his glory to ſeparate 
ſpirits, that is heaven; and where he exerts his 
vengeance, that is hell. 

3- Finite ſpirits have not fuch an immediate 
and univerſal preſence. Their knowledge and 
their activity are confined to certain parts of 
the creation : And whereſoever they are, if 
they are under the immediate influence of di- 


vine glory, they are in heaven; if of his ven- 
geance, they are in hell. 

4+ They are uſually repreſented as having 
ſome relation to a particular place or places; 
becauſe while we dwell in fleſh and blood, we 
know not how to conceive of their preſence ſo 
well 
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- | well any other way: and therefore they may 
» | be deſcribed in ſcripture or in common diſ- 
e | courſe, as © being in heaven, and above the 
y hcavens, and in the third heaven, and as co- 
o ming down to earth,” Oc. according as they 
„ rc ſuppolcd to put forth any actions there, or 
r | to have any immediate cognizance of things 
d |} that are done in thoſe places: for the chief 
n {| notion we have of the preſence of ſpirits, is 
their immediate conſciouſneſs, and their im- 
e- | mediate agency. 
1 5. But if they are provided with any ſubtil 
h etherial bodies (which are called vehicles) in 
d and by which they act as ſoon as they leave 
e- ficſh and blood, then they may properly be ſaid 
s. do refide in thoſe places where their vehicles 
te ue, even as our ſouls at preſent are ſaid to be 
is in a room, or a cloſet, or a field, becauſe our 
bodies are there, in and by which they act. 
te 6. There muſt be ſome place where the glo- 
id ified body of Chriſt is, and the ſouls of de- 
of | parted ſaints are, in ſome fenſe, with him. 
if There Enoch and Elijah are in their immortal 
li- bodies, and other ſaints who roſe at the reſur- 
n- | 1<tion of Chriſt. They may be (for aught we 
know) in or among ſome of the planets, or a- 
ag mongſt the ſtars; though the diſtance of the 
s; | ftars is ſo prodigious and amazing, according 
re | to the exacteſt calculations of the new philoſo- 
ſo phy, that if the motion of a fpirit or glonbed 
body 
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body were no ſwifter than that of a cannon- 
bullet, they would not get ſo far as the ſtars 
in a thouſand ages; nor would the journey of 
fo ſwift a traveller to any ot the planets (ex- 
cept the moon) colt lets than the labour of 1c- 
veral years. 

7. Theſe things are fo puzzlinz to our rei- 
ſon, ſo confound our imagination, and ſo far 
tranſcend the reach of our preſent faculties to 
enquire and determine, that it is ſuflicient for 
us to know and believe, that “ the ſpirits of 
* the juſt made pertect have an exiſtence un- 
der the bliſsful influences of the grace and 
glory of God.” And though we freely ſpeak 
of them, and the ſcripture leads us to conceive 
of them, as dwelling in a world of light, and 
in ſome ſpecial place of magniſicence and apart- 
ments of glory, or as moving from one place 
to another; yet perhaps it is to be underſtood 
chiefly in condeſcenſion to the weakneſs of our 
preſent capacities, or in relation to vehicles to 
which they may be united. But our 1gno- 
rance in theſe matter: ſhall be no hindrance 
to our arrival at heaven, if we tread the paths 
of faith and holineſs, though we know not in 
what part of the creation it lies. 

I proceed to the /econd remark. 

Remark II. If all the ſpirits of the juſt that 
depart trom this world are made pcrtect, then 
there 15 much better company above than there 
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is below. The ſociety in heaven is much more 


Agreeable than the belt ſociety on earth. 


' Here we meet with a mukitude of ſinners ; 
they are ready to mingle in all the affairs of 
lite, and ſometimes hypocrites join with us in 
the ſacred ordinances of the ſanctuary. The 
apoſtle himſelf hath told us, that in the civil 
concerns of this lite we cannot avoid them 
for if we will keep no company with finners, 
we muſt have nothing to do in this world; 
+ we muſt needs go out of it,” 1 Cor. v. 1c. 
But in the world above there are nothing but 
taints; no inhabitant chere but what is holy. 
There are no perſons there that will tempt or 
deſile us, or lead us aſtray from the paths ot 
purity and peace. Holineſs to the Lord” is 
inſcribed on every foul there; nor is there 
one Canaanite in that upper © houte ot the 
Lord of Hoſts,” Zech. xiv. 21. 

But this is not all. For there arc many ot 
the ſaints themſelves here on earth chat make 
but very indiflcrent companions. Some of 
them are ſhamefully ignorant, imprudent and 
foolſh ; and we have much ado to bear with 
their folly. Some of them ate moroſe and 
contentious, captious and peevith, envious and 
cenſorious, and ready to take afleace on the 
llighteſt occaſions; a look or a ſmile placed 
wrong ſhall diſoblige them, a miſtaken word 
laall affront them tor a month, and it is very 
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hard work to humour and pleaſe them : or we 
ourſelves perhaps are fooliſh and imprudent, 
we are peeviſh and reſenting, and our fellow- 
chriſtians have as much to do to bear with us 
or to pleaſe us. There are ſome perſons con- 
cerning whom we have reaſon to hope, that 
their hearts in the main are right with God, 
but either by the iniquity of their animal na- 
tures, or the power of their temptations, they 
look ſo like the men of this world, that it is 
hard to diſtinguiſh them, and their ſociety is 
dangerous, or at leaſt very unprofitable and 
undeſireable. Some of us fall into groſs miſ- 
takes, and lead our friends into error, and 
hand in hand we forſake the truth. Some of 
us are melancholy, and fit in darkneſs; then 
we ſpread a gloom and heavineſs over all our 
converſation, and baniſh all the joys of earth 
and heaven : or at beſt (it may be) and in our 
ſprightly days, we fill up the viſiting hour 


with trifles and impertinencies, and there is 


little of heavenly and divine converſation a- 
mong us. Poor low groveling ſubjects furniſh 
our tongucs and entertain our cars, becauſe 
we are ſo very imperfect here on earth in kno v- 
ledge, in holineſs, or in divine joy. 

But what a glorious difference is there in 
the ſocicty above, where we may be ſecure 
from all miſtake and falſhood, from all imper- 
tinence and folly in the longeſt diſcourſe or 
conference : 
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conference | for every ſpirit there is ſo perfect 


in knowledge, as to be free from error, and- 


has ſo divine a turn of mind, that nothing re- 
liſhes but what is holy and heavenly. No quar- 
rels, no complaints are found there to imbitter 
our converſe, to diminiſh the pleaſure of ſo- 
ciety, or to draw the heart away from God. 

If we would know what the ſociety of hea» 
ven is, let us renew the memory of the wiſeſt 
and holieſt, the kindeſt and the beſt compa- 
nions that we were ever acquainted with here 
on earth; let us recollect the moſt pleaſing 
hours that we ever enjoyed in their ſociety; 
let us diveſt them of all their miftakes and 
weakneſſes, of all their ſins and imperteftions ; 
and then by faith and hope let us diveſt our- 
ſelves of all our own guilt and folkes too: let 
us fancy ourſelves engaged with them in de- 
lightful difcourſe on the moſt divine and moſt 
affecting ſubjets, and our hearts mutually 
raiſing each other near to God, and commu- 
nicating mutual joys : This is the ſtate of the 
bleſſed, this the converſation of heaven, this 
and more than this, thall be our entertainment 
when we arrive at thoſe happy regions. 

This thought would very naturally lead me 
to the mention of our honoured and departed 
friend, but 1 withhold myſelf a little, and muſt 
detain your expectation till I have made a re- 
mark or two more. 

mu | Remart 
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Remart III. Are the ſpirits ot the juſt, who 
are departed from carth, made perfect in hea— 
ven; then they are not the proper ſubjects tor 
our perpetual ſorrows and endleſs complaints. 
Let us moderate our grief therefore, for that 
very providence that has fixed them in perfect 
holineſs and JOY": 

We lament their abſence, and our loſs in- 
deed is great; but the ſpirit of Chriſtian friend- 
hip ſhould teach us to rejoice in their exalta- 
tion. Is it no pleaſure to think of them as re- 
leaſed from all the bonds of infirm nature, from 
the pains of mortality, and the diſquietudes of 
a ſinful world? ls it not better to lift our eyes 
upward, and view a parent or a beloved friend 
adorned with perfect grace and complete in 
glory, exulting in the fulneſs of joy near the 
throne of God, than to behold him labouring 
under the tireſome diſorders of old age, groan- 
ing under the anguiſh and torment of acute 
diſtempers, and ſtriving with the troubleſome 
attendants of this ſinful and painful ſtate ? Do 
we proſeſs fondneſs and affection: for thoſe that 
are gone, and ſhall we not pleaſe ourſelves 3 
httle in their happineſs, or at leaſt abate our 
mourning ? Doth not St. Paul tell the Corin- 
thians, This is what we wiſh, even your per- 
fection ? 2 Cor. xiii. 9. and ſhould not ſaints, 
in the lower world, take ſome ſatisfaction, 


when a fellow-ſaint is arrived at the ſum of 
his 
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his own wiſhes, even perfect holineſs and joy 
on high? 

But I correct myſelſ here: Nature muſt have 
its way, and be indulged a little; let it expreſs 
its ſenſible pain at the loſs of ſuch endearments. 
A long ſeparation from thoſe who are ſo near 


akin to us in fleſh and blood, will touch the. 


heart in 2 painful place, and awaken the ten- 
dereſt ſprings of ſorrow. . The fluices - muſt be 
allowed to be held open a little; nature ſeems 
to demand it as a debt to love, and grace does 


not utterly. forbid it: When Lazarus died, Je- 


ſus groaned and wept,” John xi. 33, 35. 


Vet let not ſorrow: triumph and reign, and, 


like a flood, break over all its bounds; rather 
give the ſtream of it à little. diverſion into 2 
better channel-. Come, let us take the advice 
which cus bleſſed Saviour gives to the daugh- 
ters of leruſalem, who attended him to his 
croſs wit! tears, Luke xxui. 28. Weep not 
for me, but if ye muſt weep, “ do it for your- 
ſelves and your children ;' | becauſe you are 
{tall left in the valley. of 62 and ſorrow, while 


the ſaints dj irted are arrived at the land of 
peace, and ii feet ſtand upon the mountains 


ot paradiſe. 

Could the v. of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits made 
perfect reach 0/7 rss, we ſhould hear them 
ſpeak in the language of. their Lord, Weep 


not for us, but tor yourſelves ; you are fill 
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iacompaſſed with temptations and difticul Þ hf 
ties, we have ſurmounted them all: you gh 
are wreſtling with many errors, and in- gr 
* tangled in dark and noify controverſics; | fu 
+ we are perfect in knowledge, and fee divine || ip: 
+ myſtenes in à divine light: you are Jabour- ff tri 
ing in the race; we are crowned, and have 
< received the prize: You are ſtill ſtriving in I tic 
the held of battle, and we well remember Jof 
the toilſome and painful conflict; we pity I fri 
vou, and call you rather to weep for your in 
« ſelves than for us; we have finiſhed the I gli 
* war through divine grace, and are ſecure in 
© the city of triumph: You are yet travelling 
through the valley of tears, we are refreſh- 
ing ourſelves in the gardens of pleaſure, and 
on hills of everlaſting gladneſs. Hold on 
+ with courage, and faith, and patience; there 
are manſions of joy prepared for you allo, 
and we wait your happy arrival.“ 
Renart IV. Are the ſpirits of juſt men in 
heaven made perfect, in the ſame excellencies 
and privileges which they poſſeſſed on earth? 
then © if our curioſity, or our love, has a mind 
to know what are the circumſlances of our 
« pious friends departed, or how they are em- 
« ployed above, let us review what they were 
* here below, and how they employed them- 
“ ſelves when they were with us;“ for, as 1 IS. 


told you, in this life we are trained up for the I 
lite 
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life of glory: We ſhall then be advanced to a 
glorious and traaſcendent degree of the fame 
graces ; and there will be ſomething in the 
future ſtate of rewards anſwerable and corre- 
ſpondent to the preſent ſtate of labour and 
trial. 

This thought ein calls our medita- 
tions backward a little, to take a ſhort ſurvey 
of ſome peculiar characters of our excellent 
friend ' departed, that we may learn to rejoice 
in the preſent perfection of his graces and 


glories. 


SE CT. vn. 


The charadter of the deceaſed. 


HEN I name Sir Joux HarToree, all 
that knew him will agree that I name a 
centleman, a ſcholar, and a Chriſtian : and neither 
of theſe characters, in the beſt and molt va- 
juable ſenſe of them, could forſake him at his 
entrance into heaven. 5 
He ſhone with eminence among the perſons 
of birth and title * on earth while his © obli- 
ging 


* His grandfather, Sit Edvard Hartopp, was created 8 baronet by 
King James J. 1619, which was but a ter years Mer the fu?! in!lituivs 


of that order. 
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ging deportment and his affable temper” ren. 
dered him eaſy of acceſs to all his inferiors, and 
made him the delight of all his friends. Tho" 
he knew what was due to his quality in this 
world, yet he affected none of the grandeurs 
of life, but daily practited condeſcenſion and 


love, and ſecured the reſpect of all, without 


aſſuming a ſuperior air. 
„Then ſurely he carried this temper with 
him to the upper world, where gentleneſs 


« and goodneſs reign in the higheſt perfection; 


and doubtleſs he practiſes now all the. ſame 
% graces of converſation among the bleſſed 
ſpirits there, but in a far ſuperior manner, 
according to the unknown laws and cuſtums 
of that region of liglit and love.” 
He had a taſte for univerſal learning ; and 
ingenious arts were his delight from his youth, 
He purſued knowledge in various forms, and 
was acquainted with many parts of human 
ſcience, Mathematical ſpeculations and prac- 
. tices were a favourite ſtudy with him in his 
younger years; and even to his old age, he 
maintained his acquaintance with the motions 
of the heavenly bodies, and light and ſhade 
u hereby time is mcaſured. 

And may we not ſuppoſe that there. arc 
« cntertainments amongſt the works of God 
on high to feaſt the fpirit of ſuch a genius! 
6 May they not in that wpper region look 
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don and ſurvey the various'contrivances of 


+ divine wiſdom, which created all things in 
* theſe lower worlds in number, weight and 
« meaſure? May not our exalted friend give 
„glory there to his Maker, in the contem- 
% plation of the ſame heavenly bodies, though 
„ he dwclls in the region where night and 
« thadows are never known, and above the 
need or uſo of ſun- beams?“ 

But the book of God was his chief ftudy, 
and his divineſt delight. His Bible lay before 
him night and day ; and he was well acquaint- 
ed with the writers that explained it beſt. He 
was deſirous of ſceing what the Spirit of God 
ſaid to men in the original languages. For 
this end he commenced ſome acquaintance with 
Hebrew when he was more than fifty years 
old: And that he might be capable of judging 
of the true ſenſe of any text in the New Te- 
ſtament, he kept his youthful knowledge of 
the Greek language in ſome meaſure even to 
the period of his life. a 
« But earthly languages are of little aſe: in 
heaven. There are too many defects and 
« ambiguitics in them to expreſs the bright, 
« the complete, and the diſtinct ideas of ſepa- 
« rate ſpirits. We may allow our learned 
« friend therefore to be diveſted of theſe when 
« he dropt mortality. Now he. is out, of the 


* body, and caught up to dwell in paradiſe, 
«© where 


- 
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+ where St. Paul made heretofore a ſhort viſit, 
* 2 Cor. Xii. 2, 4. he hears and he ſpeaks thoſe 
+ unſpeakable words, it is not poſſible for: 
mortal tongue to utter. The things of hes. 
ven are not to be expreſſed in any foreign 
language.” 

Among the various themes of Chriſtian con. 
templation, he took peculiar pleafure in the 
doctrines of grace, in the diſplay of the glorie: 
of the perſon of Chriſt, God in our nature, 
and the wondrous work of redemption by his 
croſs. He adored him as his Lord and hi 
God: And while he truſted in his nghteoul- 
neſs as the great Mediator, and beheld him 2 
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6c 


his crucified Saviour, he was ever zealous to 


maintain the honour due to his divine nature 
and Majeſty. 

And we may be ſure this is a ſtudy in 
« which he is till engaged, and he ſpends the 
« days of his eternity in the pleaſurable con- 
„ templation of his glorißed Redeemer, and 
* the ſacred myſteries of his croſs, and his 
„ throne, which things the W deſire to 
« pry into.“ 


His practice in life was agreeable to his? 


Chriſtian principles, for he knew that “ the 


teaches them to deny all ungodlineſs, and to 
live ſober, righteous and religious lives ; that 
| in 


grace of God, that brings ſalvation to men, 
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in all things they may adorn the doctrine of 
God their Saviour.“ 

* Now that this part of his character is con- 
tinued and exalted in the region of the bleſ- 
« ſed Spirits, is too evident to need any am- 
plification or proof; for holineſs in every 


part of it is made perfect there, and all un- 


der the ſweet conſtraint of love.“ 

His converſation was pious and learned, in- 
genious and inſtructive : He was © inquiſitive 
into the affairs of the learned world, the pro- 
« greſs of arts and ſciences, the concerns of the 
nation, and the intereſt of the church of 
* Chriſt: And upon all occaſions was as ready 
to communicate as he was to enquire.” 
\What he knew of the things of God or man, 
he reſolved not to know them only for himſelf, 
but for the benefit of all that had the honour 
of his acquaintance. There are many of his 
friends that will join with me to confeſs, how 
often we have departed from his company re- 
freſhed and advanced in ſome uſeful know- 
ledge. And I cannot but reckon it among the 
bleſſings of heaven, when 1 review thoſe hve 
years of pleaſure and improvement, which l 
ſpent in his family in my younger part of life; 
and I found much inſtruction myſelf, where 
| was called to be an inſtructor. 

Nor can I think ſuch enquirics and ſuch 


communications as arc ſuitable to the affairs 
«© of 
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be of the upper world, are unpractiſed among 
<* the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect there; 
for man is a ſociable creature, and enjoys 
* communion with his fellow-ſaints there, as 
«© well as with his Maker and his Saviour, 
Nor can the ſpirit of aur honoured and de- 
6 parted friend be a ſtranger to the pleaſures 
aof ſociety amongſt his r ge in thoſe 
© bleſſed manſions.“ 

His zeal for the welfare of 1 country, and 
of the church of Chriſt in it, carried him out 
to the moſt expenſive and toilſome ſervices in 
his younger and his middle age. He employ- 
ed his time, his ſpirits, his intereſt and his 
riches for the defence of this poor nation, when 
forty years ago it was in the utmoſt danger of 
popery and ruin *. 

© And doubtleſs the ſpirits of the juſt in 
heaven are not utterly unacquainted with 
the affairs of the Kingdorn of Chriſt on earth. 
He rejoices and will rejoice among his fel. 
„ le. ſaints, when happy tidings of the mili- 
* tant*church, or of the religious intereſts of 
„Great Britain, are brought to the upper 
World by miniſtring angels. He waits there 
% for 


; ® He was three times choſen repreſentative in pirliament for his cerrty 
of Leiſtceerſhire, in thole years when a ſacred Kcal for liberty and religion 
firove hard to bring in the bil! of exc{yſicn, to prevent the Duke cf Youk 
(#tterwards King James II.) from int eriting the crown of Englaoe, 


SEPARATE SPIRITS. 2066 


« for the full accompliſhment of all the pro- 
«© miſes of Chriſt to his church, when it ſhall 
be freed from fins and forrows, from pertc- 
& cutions and all mixtures of ſuperſtition, and 
« ſhall be preſented to the Father a glorion; 
church without ſpot or wrinkle, in perfect 
% beauty and joy.“ 

His doors were ever open, and his carnage 
always friendly and courteous to the minifters 
of the goſpel, though they were diſtinguiſhed 
among themſelves by names of different parties, 
for he loved all that loved our Lord Jetw 
Chriſt in ſincerity. 

He choſe indeed to bear a part in conſtant 
public worſhip with the proteſtant diſſenters, 
tor he thought their practice more agrecable 
to the rules of the goſpel: He joined himſelf 
in communion with one of their churches, 
which was uader the paſtoral care of the reve- 
rend Dr. John Owen, where he continued an 
honourable member under ſuccedive paſtors 
till che day of his death. Nor was he athamed 
to own and ſupport that deſpiſed intereſt, nor 
to trequent thoſe aſſemblies, when the ſpirit of 
perſecution raged higheſt, in the days of King 
Charles and King Jamncs the Sond. He was 
a preſent retuge tor the oppreſſed, and the ſpe- 
cial providence of God ſecured him and his 
friends from the fury of the oppreflor. He 
was always a devout and diligent attendant on 

8 public 
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public ordinances, till theſe laſt years of his 
life, when the infirmities of age growing up- 
on him, confined him to his private retire- 
ments. | 

* But if age conſined him, death gave him 
** a releaſe. He is exalted now to the church 
in heaven, and has taken his place in that 
* glorious aſſembly, where he worſhips among 
them before the throne :”” There he has no 
need to relieve his memory by the ſwiftneſs of 
his pen, which was his perpetual practice in 
the church on earth, and by which means he 
often entertained his family in the evening- 
worſhip on the Lord's-day with excellent diſ- 
courſes; ſome of which he copied from the 
lips of ſome of the greateſt preachers of the laſt 
age: © There his unbodied ſpirit is able to 
** ſuſtain the ſublimeſt raptures of devotion, 
+ which run through the worſhippers in that 
* heavenly ſtate; though here on earth I have 
* ſometimes ſeen the pious pleaſure too ſtrong 
„ for him: and while he has been reading the 
„things of God to his houſhold, the devotion 
* of his heart has broken through his eyes, 
has interrupted his voice, and commande! 
* a facred pauſe and ſilence.” 

He enjoyed an intimate friendſhip with that 
great and venerable man Dr. Owen, and this 
was mutually cultivated with zeal and delight 
on both fidcs, till death divided them. "I he 


world 
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world has already been acquainted, that it is 
to the pious induſtry of Sir John Hartopp, that 
we are indebted for many of thoſe ſermons and 
diſcourſes of the doctor, which have been late- 
ly publiſhed in folio. A long and familiar ac- 
quaintance enabled him alſo to furniſh many 
memoirs, or matters of fact, towards the brief 
account of the doctor's life, which is prefixed 
to that volume, though it was drawn up in the 
preſent form, with various enlargements, by 
another hand. 

Nou can we ſuppoſe two ſuch ſouls to have 
been ſo happily intimate on earth, and may 
« we not imagine they have found each other 
« among the brighter ſpirits on high? may 
« we not indulge ourſelves to believe, that our 
late honoured friend hath been congratulated 
« upon his arrival by that holy man that aſſiſt- 

« ed to direct and lead him thither ?” 

Nor is it improbable that he has found other 
happy ſouls there, who were numbered. a-- 
mong his pious acquaintance on earth. Shall 
| mention that excellent man Sir Thomas Ab- 
ney, who was. his late forerunner to-heaven, 
and had not finiſhed two months there before 
Sir John Hartopp's arrival? Happy ſpirits, may 
| congratulate your meeting in the celeſtial re- 
gions! But the world and the churches moura 
your abſence; and the proteſtant diſſenters 

8.2. lament; 
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lament the loſs of two of their faireſt orna- 
nicnts and honours, 

* And is there not the ſame reaſon to be- 
“ heve, that our departed friend hath by this 
time renewed his ſacred endearments with 
* thoſe kindred {pirits, that were once related 
to him in ſome of the neareſt bonds of fleth 
and blood? There they rejoice together in 
*« unknown ſatisfaction, they wait and long for 
* the arrival of thoſe whom they left behind, 
and for whoſe immortal welfare they had a 
ſolicitous concern in the ſtate of their mor- 
« tality.” 

This thought opens my way to addreſs the 
poſterity, the kindred, and the friends of the 
deccaſed, in the t remark. 


er. VIE. 


An adareſs ts the friends and relatives of the dr 
ceaſed, 


Remark V. IF the perfection of bleſſed ſpirits 
above conſiſts in a glorious ir- 

creaſe of thoſe virtues and graces which were 
begun below, let us ſee to it then, that tho! 
“ graces and thoſe virtues are begun in u 
here, or they will never be perfected in u 
& hereafter.” If our ſpirits have nothing d 
| that 


Je- 
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that divine righteouſneſs wrought in them on 
carth, we can never be admitted into the com- 
pany of the ſpirits of the righteous made per- 
fect in heaven. 

It is an old ſaying among divines, but it is 
a moſt rational and a certain truth, that race 
is glory begun, and glory is but grace perfect- 
ed.” The ſaints above have the ſame divine 
nature, the ſame faniked inclinations, and are 


- 


engaged in many of the ſame. ſacred employ- 


ments with the ſaints- below, but all in a ſupe- 


rior degree, and in àa more tranſcendent: man- 
ner.. 

As for you, my friends, who have the hap- 
pineſs and honour to be deſcended from ſuch 
parents, or to be.nearly related to ſuch ſaints, . 
you have ſcen the virtues and graces, the ex- 
emplary character and picty of them ho are. 
gone before ;. yow have had many. bright and 
ſhining examples in your: family; you are the 
children of the bleſſed of the Lord,” and may 
you for ever be bleſſed with them! And in or- 
der to it, ſee that you are made like them now. 
that ye“ may be followcrs of them, who thro' 
faith and paticace inherit the promiſes.“ 

This is a proper ſcaſon to examine yourſelves, 
and call your fouls to account in ſuch language 
as this: © My father, my mother, my honour- 
cd and ſuperior kindred, are gone to glory: 
Their graccs arc pertected ; and are not mine 
8 3 begun 
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begun? What, have J no evidences for heaven 
yet ready? no exerciſes of faith, of love, of 
repentance, of true holineſs ? Are they arrived 
at heaven, and am I not yet travelling in the 
{ame road? 

They were convinced of fin, and the dan- 
ger of cternal death, fo as to give themſelves 
no reſt till they found ſalvation. Wave I ever 
been convinced of the fin of my nature, and 
the guilt of my lite? Have 1 beheld myſelf cu- 
poled to the anger of God, and in danger ct 
everlaſting miſery, fo as to cry out with my- 
elf, + What ſhall J do to be ſaved?“ 

They have fecn Jefus the Sen of God, the 
All-ſuflicient Saviour, and have committed their 
zouls by humble faith into his hands, to obtain 
pardon for the ſake of his atonement, to be 
juſtified through his righteoutncts, to be 10. 
newed and made holy by the grace of his Spr 
it, and to be preſerved to eternal glory. Now 
what have I ſeen of the excellency, or all- ſuf— 
ſiciency, or neceſlity of Chriſt as a Mediator? 
Have I been perſuaded to truſt in him for my 
acceptance with God, to give my foul up to 
him as my Guide, Guard and Ruler, to be 
formed after his image, and to venture all my 
immortal concerns with him to be brought ſate 
to heaven? Have I ever received him as my 


Lord and my Saviour, under thoſe condeſcending 
characters 
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characters and oflices which he ſuftams for a 
ſinner's falvation ? 

They have belicved in him while he was un- 
ſeen, and they loved him, though they ſaw 
him not; they rejoiced in him as their Al, 
and they knew not how 'to live without him. 
How is it with my ſoul in this reſpect? Dol 
love Jeſus the Lord? Is he the deſire of my 
heart, and the delight of my lite? 

Though they were kept by the grace of 
God from the pollutions of the world, and up- 
held their unblemiched character to. the laſt, 
yet they found ſin to be their moſt dangerous 
enemy; they have felt it bitter an punful to 
their ſouls, and they long groaned under it as 
their daily burden. What is my grief? what 
is my chief forrow ? Do I © groan in this ta- 
bernacle being burdened,” becauſe of this in- 
ward enemy? And do | long to be nd of it? 
Are my ſinful affectivas like a pain at my 
heart, and do the workings of ſin within me 
awaken my continual repentance ? 

They maintained a ſacred tenderneſs of con— 
ſcience, and were afratd to indulge themtelves 
in that company, in that practice, and in thore 
liberties of life which have often proved a dan- 
gerous ſnare to fouls. Now can I appeal to 
God, who ſees my heart, that I am cautions 


aud watchful againſt every ſnare ; that J ſtatel 
atar 
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afar off from every temptation, and abſtain 
from all appearance of evil ? 


They took ſweet pleaſure in retirement, in 
prayer and other. holy exerciſes: This was the 
refreſhment of their hearts, and the throne of 
grace was their refuge under every diſtreſs and 
dificulty. Let me aſk my heart, What is my 
pleaſure, my inward delight? Do I find a ſwect 
reliſh in devotion ?. Aud when outward troubles 
perplex me, do I make the mercy-ſeat my 
ſpeedy and conſtant refuge? 

They lived upon their bible, they counted 
the goſpel their treaſure, ard the promiſcs and 
the words of God writtcn there, were more 
valuable to them than a their outward riches. 
But what is my life what is my trceature ! 
what is my hope? Þ'o | count heaven and the 
goſpel my chief. inheritance ? Do I convale 
much with my bible, and find food and tup- 
port there? Do I lcok at things unſcea and 
eternal, and feed and reit upon the promitcd 
glories of another world, when 1 mect with 
duappointments here 2 

They had a large thare of Chriſtian experi- 
ences, a rich ſtock of divine and ſpiritual ob- 
ſervations, by much converſe. with God and 
with their own fouls. What have 1 got of 
this kind for the ſupport of my tovl? or ac 
all theſe ſtrange things to me.!“ 


Belicve 
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Believe me, my dcar and honoured fricnds, 
theſe are matters of inſinite importance; I am 
ſure you will think ſo one day: and I truſt 
and perſuade myſelt, you think them ſo now. 
I cannot give myſelf leave to imagine that you 
put theſe thoughts far from you. Some of 
you have made it appear that they he next 
your heart, and that your ſouls are deeply en- 
gaged in the ways of God and goodneis. O 
that cvery one of you would 1 the ſame 
comfort and joy to your friends! Be not ſa- 
tisfied with a mere negative holineſs, an un- 
ſpotted character in the eyes of the world ; but 
let the world know that you dare be religious, 
and profeſs univerſal piety in a degenerate 
age. Let thoſe that honour the memory of 
your parents, and love your ſouls, rejoice 1n 
your public Chriſtianity. Let them know, that 
there are the foundations of heavenly glor- 
laid within you all, and the bleſſed work | 
gun on carth, that ſhall ſurely be made p 
fect among * the ſpirits of the juſt in heaven. 

And methiaks I would not have you con- 
tented with the loweſt ſeat there; but ſtir up 
yourſelves to a moſt unweaned purſuit of ho- 
lineſs in the ſublimer degree of it. And thus 
labouring in the Chriſtian race, contend for 
ſome of the brighter prizes, ſome of the richer 
crowns of glory. Be not ſatisfied to fit at a 


great diſtance below your parents departed, 
even 


— 
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even in the heavenly country : but ſtrive with 
a holy ambition that you may come near 
them, that the whole family together may 
arrive at ſome ſuperior degrees of bleſſedneſs. 
And O may divine grace grant me the plea- 
ſure to be a witneſs to your exalted ſtations, 
and to worſhip and rejoice amongſt you there 


. Amen. 
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